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Paolo Bovo/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


A U.S. Army paratrooper engages targets during a blank-fire exercise as part of Eagle Sokol at Pocek Range in Slovenia on March 25. 


For many US men, failing to register for the draft has serious consequences 


By Gregory Korte 

USA Today 

WASHINGTON — For the past 39 years, 
it’s been a rite of passage for American 
men. Within 30 days of his 18th birthday, 
every male citizen and legal resident is 
required to register for Selective Service, 
either by filling out a postcard-size form or 
going online. 

What’s less well known is what happens 


on a man’s 26th birthday. 

Men who fail to register for the draft by 
then can no longer do so — forever clos¬ 
ing the door to government benefits like 
student aid, a government job or even U.S. 
citizenship. 

Men younger than 26 can get those 
benefits by taking advantage of what ef¬ 
fectively has become an eight-year grace 
period, signing up for Selective Service on 
the spot. 


After that, an appeal can be costly and 
time-consuming. Selective Service statis¬ 
tics suggest that more than 1 million men 
have been denied some government ben¬ 
efit because they weren’t registered for the 
draft. 

With the current, male-only draft re¬ 
quirement declared unconstitutional. 
Congress will have to decide whether to 
eliminate Selective Service registration or 
to expand it to women. 


Unable to decide that question for de¬ 
cades, Congress created the National Com¬ 
mission on Military, National and Public 
Service in 2016. It’s studying the future of 
the draft with a report due next year. 

Among the issues it’s examining: Should 
draft registration be mandatory? If so, 
what’s the fairest way to enforce it? Should 
the same consequences that have followed 
men for decades also apply to women? 

SEE DRAFT ON PAGE 9 
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Russian spy 
plane allowed 
to photograph 
bases in US 


Stealthy Zumwalt 
arrives in Hawaii 

Newest US destroyer set to undergo testing 


Wyatt OLSON/Stars and Stripes 

The destroyer USS Zumwalt is moored at Joint Base Pearl Harbor- 
Hickam, Hawaii, where it arrived Tuesday for testing. 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

JOINT BASE PEARL HAR- 
BOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — The 
first of the Navy’s newest genera¬ 
tion of destroyers — and its most 
controversial — arrived Tuesday 
in Hawaii for a series of tests. 

The USS Zumwalt looks like 
no other ship in the fleet, with a 
sleek design made to fool enemy 
sonar. The sides of its “tumble- 
home” hull slope inward above 
the waterline, while below water 
the hull expands outward. 

“Zumwalt possesses stealth, 
size, power and computing ca¬ 
pacity that provides the Navy 
multiple-mission ships capable 
of meeting today’s maritime mis¬ 
sions, as well as the ability to in¬ 
corporate new technologies to 
counter emerging threats tomor¬ 
row,” Capt. Andrew Carlson, the 
ship’s commander, told reporters 
dockside. 

Home-ported in San Diego, the 
Zumwalt recently made stops in 
Canada and Alaska. Hawaii is a 
“critical training and testing area 
for the Navy” where the Zumwalt 
would “conduct important at- 
sea evolutions that enhance our 
crew’s war-fighting skills,” Carl¬ 
son said 

For the sake of “operational 
unpredictability,” Carlson said he 
was not at liberty to say how long 
the ship would be in Hawaii nor 
where it would be headed next. 


“I can say that we’ll be in the 
Hawaiian area for a little while, 
and then just working around the 
Pacific,” he said. 

“Part of what we need to do is 
just be present in the Pacific and 
let folks know that the Zumwalt 
and the capabilities she brings 
are available as we get through 
the testing and delivery phases 
that we need for the ship.” 

The Navy has had a hard time 
deciding how this new generation 
of destroyer should be equipped 
and used — or even how many 
it wants. As the price tag per 
ship grew since 2005, the Navy’s 
original plan to buy 32 Zumwalt- 
class destroyers dwindled to just 
three. The USS Michael Monsoor 
was commissioned in January, 
while the third, the USS Lyndon 
B. Johnson, was launched in De¬ 
cember in Maine. 

The Project on Government 
Oversight, a nonpartisan, inde¬ 
pendent watchdog group based 
in Washington, published a blis¬ 
tering analysis in January on 
the history of the Zumwalt-class 
destroyers. 

“The ships represent an ob¬ 
ject lesson in the risk of trying 
to cram nearly a dozen new tech¬ 
nologies into a warship, most of 
which failed to get out of port,” 
wrote Mark Thomson, POGO’s 
national security analyst. “The 
bottom line: American taxpay¬ 
ers have bought a fleet of three 
warships — at a cost of $8 billion 


each! — that are still looking for 
a mission.” 

Congress, unsatisfied with the 
progress of new destroyers, re¬ 
cently ordered the Navy to strike 
the Zumwalt and Michael Mon¬ 
soor from its roster of combat- 
ready vessels. 

Among the weapons built into 
the Zumwalt-class ships is the 
Advanced Gun System, which 
fires precision-guided, 155-mm 
projectiles. But by early last 
year the cost of those projectiles 
was approaching $1 million each 
— almost as much as one of each 
ship’s Tomahawk missiles. 

The Navy announced that the 
Advanced Gun System would re¬ 
main on the ships but in “inactive 
status” until a cheaper projectile 
could be developed. 

“Bottom line: The Navy is buy¬ 
ing guns and $8 billion holsters to 
hold them but has decided not to 
buy any bullets for them,” Thom¬ 
son wrote. 

Carlson, however, was nothing 
but enthusiastic about the USS 


Zumwalt. 

The ship is capable of a host 
of missions — anti-air warfare, 
anti-submarine warfare, surface 
warfare, land attack and strike 
warfare, he said. 

“Any of those missions are 
part and parcel of what Zumwalt 
does,” he said. “The difference is 
the capacity and capability, and 
some of the automation we have 
just means we do it in a little bit 
different manner.” 

The 610-foot-long Zumwalt has 
a helicopter landing pad in the 
rear, with a hangar big enough 
for two helicopters. It uses a Pe¬ 
ripheral Vertical Launch System 
around its gunwale for its missile 
launch rather than using central¬ 
ized magazines. 

Officially, the Zumwalt is still 
in its test and evaluation phase 
and not operationally deployed, 
Carlson said. 

But there are sailors on board, 
he added, “so we’re operating.” 

olson.wyatt(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


By Brian Niemietz 

New York Daily News 

A Russian surveillance jet 
based out of Travis Air Force 
Base in northern California has 
been enjoying access to restricted 
airspace that is off limits to US. 
passenger planes since last week. 

In turn, Russia has allowed US. 
spy planes to fly over its nation’s 
most sensitive military bases. 

The arrangement is in accor¬ 
dance with the Treaty on Open 
Skies, according to CBS Sacra¬ 
mento, which has spotted the 
Russian jets doing their part. The 
27-year-old peacekeeping effort 
allows both countries to monitor 
one another’s military assets. The 
transparency agreement extends 
to 32 other nations. 

The Russian jet surveying West 
Coast sites including Point Mugu, 
Coronado Island and Camp Pend¬ 
leton, is reportedly a Tupolev 154. 
The plane, operating with the 
blessing of the White House, can 
snap high-resolution photos while 
in flight. US. observers were on 
board the “Tu-154” during its 
monitoring missions, according 
to CBS. 

The Tu-154 fleet was intro¬ 
duced in 1968 and has seen vari¬ 
ous incarnations for both military 
and civilian use. 

The planes have reportedly 
experienced almost 40 accidents 
over the past 50 years, including 
a fatal crash on Christmas Day 
2016 that killed 92 military mem¬ 
bers. The Russian government 
temporarily grounded the fleet 
following that tragedy. 
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Congress looks 
to give VA a 4th 
administration 

By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Legislation intro¬ 
duced in Congress on Wednesday would 
create a fourth administration within the 
Department of Veterans Affairs — one 
dedicated solely to veterans’ transition into 
education and employment. 

A bipartisan group of lawmakers intro¬ 
duced the Veterans’ Education, Transition, 
and Opportunity Prioritization Plan, or 
VET OPP Act, in the House and Senate. 
It would create the Economic Opportu¬ 
nity and Transition Administration at the 
VA and add a new senior official to lead it. 
Lawmakers said the new administration 
could be established using existing VA 
resources. 

“By aligning transition, education and 
employment programs in a fourth admin¬ 
istration within the VA, we will ensure 
that these opportunity-focused programs 
get the high priority they deserve, and the 
oversight they need to better serve veter¬ 
ans,” said Rep. Brad Wenstrup, R-Ohio, 
one of the sponsors of the House bill. 

The VA is made up of three administra¬ 
tions: the National Cemetery Administra¬ 
tion, the Veterans Health Administration 
and the Veterans Benefits Administration. 

Programs and services such as the GI 
Bill, vocational rehabilitation, home loan 
benefits and the Transition Assistance 
Program now fall under the Veterans 
Benefits Administration. Lawmakers who 
introduced the VET OPP Act argue the 
benefits administration is focusing most of 
its staff and resources on veterans’ claims 
for disability compensation, resulting in a 
lack of attention on education and employ¬ 
ment programs. 

Last year. Student Veterans of America 
went to Capitol Hill to fight for a fourth ad¬ 
ministration. The group, which represents 
GI Bill recipients nationwide, argued VA 
economic opportunity programs were bur¬ 
ied in the agency’s bureaucracy. 

The American Enterprise Institute, a 
conservative Washington think tank, wrote 
in a report last March that procuring em¬ 
ployment and education after military ser¬ 
vice creates stress for veterans. The think 
tank supported the idea that a new VA divi¬ 
sion would help “raise the profile” of avail¬ 
able assistance. 

Economic opportunity programs have 
been neglected and “smothered by more 
pressing issues within the benefits admin¬ 
istration, which has been working through 
a large backlog of veterans’ claims for dis¬ 
ability benefits, the report states. 

Lauren Augustine, vice president of gov¬ 
ernment affairs for Student Veterans of 
America, said Wednesday that VA educa¬ 
tion and employment programs are “truly 
unique and separate” from other operations 
managed by the benefits administration. 

“Separating the appointed management 
of these programs honors that difference, 
creates greater accountability, attention 
and leadership over some of the most suc¬ 
cessful and empowering programs and 
benefits currently administered by VA,” 
Augustine said in a statement. 

In addition to Wenstrup, the bills were 
introduced by Rep. Mike Levin, D-Calif., 
and Sens. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., and Maggie 
Hassan, D-N.H. So far, it has the support of 
several mqjor veterans organizations, in¬ 
cluding Tragedy Assistance Program for 
Survivors, Disabled Veterans of America, 
Paralyzed Veterans of America and Veter¬ 
ans Education Success. 



Henry ViLLARAMA/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 

U.S. Army paratroopers assigned to 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade, run to their firing position 
during exercise Eagle Sokol 19, at Pocek Training Area, Slovenia. 


Short notice in Slovenia 


173rd Airborne Brigade jumps into combat drills in Eagle Sokol 


Stars and Stripes 

U.S. paratroopers practiced jumping 
into combat scenarios and conducted 
live-fire drills during the Eagle Sokol 
exercise in Slovenia this past week. 

Approximately 500 soldiers with the 
173rd Airborne Brigade joined with their 
Slovenian counterparts for the exercise, 
which concluded Wednesday. 

The rapid deployment exercise tested 
the soldiers’ ability to assemble forces, 
get into a fight fast and maintain cohe¬ 
sive battlefield operations, officials said. 

During the jump, sappers from the 
brigade’s engineer battalion and infan¬ 
trymen parachuted into the mock battle¬ 
field to provide an opening for follow-on 
forces. The soldiers only found out they 
were going to jump into the action the 
night before the airborne assault, while 
they were still at their home base in 
Italy. 

“What we did here was to demonstrate 
our capability to conduct joint forcible 
entry operations anywhere in the world 
with limited notice,” said Lt. Col. Rob¬ 
ert Shaw, commander of 1st Battalion, 
503rd Infantry Regiment, 173rd Air¬ 
borne Brigade. 

The brigade is billed as the U.S. Ar¬ 
my’s contingency response force in Eu¬ 
rope, charged with quickly projecting 
forces throughout Europe, Africa and 
the Middle East in an emergency. 

During the training, the soldiers prac¬ 
ticed small unit tactics, and conducted 
day and nighttime airborne assaults, 
including offensive and defensive ma¬ 
neuvers. Soldiers honed their accuracy 
on weapons such as the M240B machine 
gun, M224 60 mm mortars and their ser¬ 
vice rifles. 




Above: U.S. Army 
paratroopers 
leave a Chinook 
helicopter during 
Exercise Eagle 
Sokol. 

Left: U.S. Army 
paratroopers 
conduct an 
airborne operation 
from a C17 
Globemaster III at 
Cerklje Drop Zone 
in Slovenia on 
March 22. 

Photos by Paolo Bovo 

Courtesy of the U.S. Army 
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Commanders called obstacles in assault cases 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Victim advocates and 
Democratic members of a House panel ar¬ 
gued Tuesday that military commanders 
remain one of the biggest obstacles to com¬ 
bating sexual assault in the services. 

Despite incremental changes to the law 
and ramped-up focus, the military re¬ 
mains plagued with sexual misconduct 
allegations and improvements remain elu¬ 
sive, according to lawmakers, survivors 
and advocates. 

“Incremental solutions are not good 
enough. Something here is fundamentally 
broken and we need to act, urgently,” Rep. 
Jackie Speier, R-Calif, chairwoman of the 
House Armed Services subpanel on mili¬ 
tary personnel, said during Tuesday’s con¬ 
gressional hearing. 

“Reforming this system requires balanc¬ 
ing justice-involved parties, and I am con¬ 
vinced finding this balance must involve 
... transferring the decision to try special 
victim cases from commanders to an inde¬ 
pendent prosecution authority.” 

Tuesday’s hearing comes weeks after 
Sen. Martha McSally, R-Ariz., a former 
Air Force pilot, revealed during a congres¬ 
sional hearing that she was raped by a su¬ 
perior officer while in the service. 

She, like other Republicans and military 
leaders, is fighting to keep commanders in 
the system as decision makers tied to such 
cases. 

Tuesday’s hearing, like one last month 


by the Senate Armed Services subpanel, 
also highlighted the party divide when it 
comes to who should be involved in such 
cases. 

“As a former commander and district 
attorney, I know that sexual assault is a 
scourge on both the military and society as 
a whole,” said Mississippi Rep. Trent Kel¬ 
ley, the ranking Republican for the House 
Armed Services subpanel. “But from both 
a military and legal perspective, I am con¬ 
vinced that removing the commander from 
the process will not help the root issue and 
will likely undermine the process.” 

However, survivors of sexual assault 
cases who testified before the House 
Armed Services Committee subpanel 
Tuesday agreed that the military has been 
woefully unprepared to handle such cases. 
All three survivors agreed the military in¬ 
vestigations that followed were worse than 
the sexual misconduct incidents. 

For example. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Erin Leigh 
Elliott and Angela Bapp, a former U.S. 
Military Academy West Point student, who 
have testified previously on the Hill, reit¬ 
erated their concerns that retaliation can 
follow such cases. 

Nelli Hanson, a product support manag¬ 
er for the Air Force, said despite mounting 
evidence and admissions by her perpetra¬ 
tor, an Air Force colonel, he was not held 
accountable. Instead, the colonel, who ad¬ 
mitted to sending her 400 text messages, 
graphic voicemails and photos, was al¬ 
lowed to later retire honorably. 

“I followed the procedures, but it only 


There is much work to 
do. The commander has 
always been, and will 
always be, the solution, 
so it is and must be with 
sexual assault. ^ 

Lt. Gen. Charles Pede 

Army judge advocate general 


made the workplace hostile,” Hanson said. 
“I noticed that I was treated differently by 
my colleagues and my supervisor. I was 
left out of important meetings and emails, 
further straining my career.” 

Advocates for the survivors said their 
stories are not unusual and agreed that 
commanders no longer have a place in 
such decisions. 

Retired Air Force Col. Don M. Chris¬ 
tensen, president of the Protect our De¬ 
fenders nonprofit in Washington, said it’s 
important to note that a small minority of 
military commanders have court-martial 
convening authority. 

For example, of the Pentagon’s 14,500 
commanders, only 393 have the authority 
to convene a court, and even fewer do so, 
according to the recent data, Christensen 
said. 

Statistics make clear that convening au¬ 
thority is not key to combating sexual as¬ 


sault in the military, he said. 

“It is time to accept the practice of law is 
a profession in which commanders should 
not be engaged,” he said. 

Retired Army Col. Ellen Haring, chief 
executive officer of the nonprofit Service 
Women’s Action Network, said that such 
concerns come down to a cultural problem 
within the military. She said there are too 
many conflicts of interest with command¬ 
ers, among other concerns. 

“As a former commander I can tell you 
that I would not want to have to decide if or 
when to move forward with the investiga¬ 
tion of a sex crime because I know that my 
knowledge and expertise is limited,” Har¬ 
ing said. 

“Removing commanders from the deci¬ 
sion-making process sends the signal that 
there are some crimes that are so severe 
that commanders have no place in decid¬ 
ing if, when or how they are prosecuted.” 

A panel of judge advocate generals in the 
Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps, 
however, said that while much work re¬ 
mains to combat sexual assault, command¬ 
ers need to remain in the process. 

“There is much work to do,” Army Judge 
Advocate General Lt. Gen. Charles Pede 
told the panel. “The commander has al¬ 
ways been, and will always be, the solution, 
so it is and must be with sexual assault.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 

Twitter: @cgrisaies 
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Chaplain brings martial art to Wasp ministry 



By James Bolinger 
Star and Stripes 

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Lt. 
Keith Braddy, the chaplain aboard the 
Sasebo-based amphibious assault ship USS 
Wasp, ministers to sailors and embarked 
Marines through the philosophy of aikido. 

Braddy, who has been practicing the 
martial art for 25 years, said he started as 
a teenager in Elizabeth, N. J. Now, at 43, he 
is using those skills for the spiritual health 
of servicemembers aboard the command 
ship of the 7th Fleet’s amphibious readi¬ 
ness group. 

Aikido, a descendant of the traditional 
Japanese martial art daito ryu aikijujutso 
created by Morihei Ueshiba, spread to 
the United States after World War II. The 
practice is primarily taught as a defensive 
art, and the goal is to use the attackers’ mo¬ 
mentum to defeat them. 

“It is a very philosophical art,” Braddy 
said. “Morihei sensei was very affected by 
World War II and the destruction at Hiro¬ 
shima and Nagasaki. He wanted to create a 
martial art that would bring people togeth¬ 
er, as opposed to just merely killing.” 

Braddy joined the Wasp in 2017 shortly 
before the ship changed homeports from 
Norfolk, Va., to Sasebo, replacing the USS 
Bonhomme Richard. 

Many of the crew are geographical bach¬ 
elors, meaning they have families back in 
the States, Braddy said. It’s a high-stress 
situation for families and sailors. Com¬ 
bined with the transition to a new culture 


and an emergency response in the Carib¬ 
bean to assist with hurricane-relief efforts 
2017, the crew was under enormous pres¬ 
sure and needed a way to get through it. 

Braddy said the ship’s former command 
master chief recognized that having a 
martial arts program on board might be 
helpful. 

Braddy then received permission from 
his sensei in the US. and from the presi¬ 
dent of the American Aikido Federation to 
teach and bestow rank. His is the only such 
program aboard a Navy ship, he said. 

“It’s a very relaxing art, and because it is 
traditional and hasn’t been Americanized, 
there is the philosophical base of Japanese 
culture and it’s very calming,” he said. 

Aikido translates as the “way of har¬ 
mony,” and that philosophy can be trans¬ 
ferred into every facet of a sailor’s life. 


Sgt. 1st Class Kojima 
Kodaro, of the Japan 
Ground Self-Defense 
Force, top, practices 
aikido with Petty Officer 
3rd Class William 
Nguyen aboard the USS 
Wasp. Wasp chaplain 
Lt. Keith Braddy, 
background, says he 
uses skills learned from 
aikido to minister to 
servicemembers on the 
ship. 

James Bouncer 

Stars and Stripes 

Braddy said. 

“I try to teach my sailors that when they 
have overwhelming force — force of life, 
force of problems — rather than going 
against it, blend with it,” he said. “Work¬ 
ing in harmony with each other. Working 
in harmony with the command. Working in 
harmony in life.” 

Some martial arts practitioners get off 
on trashing people on the mat, Braddy said. 
The throws in aikido are real, but the uke, 
or sparring partner, gives his or her body 
as a gift with which to practice. 

Therefore, one must take care of the uke, 
which builds community, he said. That 
community then expands from the mat, to 
life, to the command. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class William Nguyen, 
an electronics mate who recently left the 
Wasp and is departing the Navy after four 


years of service, began training with Brad¬ 
dy two years ago. 

Nguyen said he first picked up martial 
arts after getting beaten up at age 15. 

“My uncle introduced me to aikido, but I 
didn’t like it because it was too passive,” he 
said. “So, I switched to MMA, where you 
punch people in the face for fun. But, after 
a while it was just not clicking anymore, 
and I just want to find peace.” 

Aikido is not just about rolling around on 
a mat, Nguyen said. It brings peace to its 
practitioners by teaching them to use their 
physical abilities to gain self-confidence 
and overcome adversity. 

Nguyen said he will take that philosophy 
with him as he exits the Navy and returns 
home to Houston. 

At sea, the chaplain holds classes three 
times a week. He has taught more than 50 
people since joining the Wasp’s crew. He 
relinquishes teaching when the ship is in 
port, and takes his students to the aikido 
dojo in Sasebo to learn from a Japanese 
sensei. 

Sometimes the beginning stages of coun¬ 
seling happen on the mat, Braddy said. The 
bond between teacher and student gives 
the crew members who practice with him 
an avenue to discuss problems that may 
arise while at sea, the chaplain said. 

“Everyone may not come to my religious 
services, because they may not share my 
faith,” he said, “but aikido gives me a way 
to connect with them.” 


bolinger.iames@stripes.corTr 

Twitter; @bolingerj2004 
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Gone but not forgotten 



Former airmen who served 
on Taiwan to reunite 40 years 
after departure of US forces 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

It’s been four decades since the 
last personnel from the U.S. Tai¬ 
wan Defense Command departed 
the island. To celebrate the an¬ 
niversary, servicemembers who 
served at Ching Chuan Kang 
Air Base are planning their first 
reunion. 

CCK, as the base was known, 
hosted U.S. forces in Taichung 
City from 1957 until 1979. During 
the Vietnam War it was home to 
the 374th Tactical Airlift Wing, 
which rotated its C-130E Hercu¬ 
les transports into Southeast Asia 
on combat missions. 

U.S. troop strength on Tai¬ 
wan peaked at 19,000 in 1958 
and dropped to between 4,000 
and 10,000 by the 1970s, accord¬ 
ing to the conservative Heritage 
Foundation. 

“There were about 5,000 peo¬ 
ple stationed at CCK when it was 
an active U.S. military base,” 
said reunion organizer and for¬ 
mer Air Force C-130 mechanic 
Bob Keller. The 69-year-old from 
Garden Grove, Calif, has fond 
memories of his days on Taiwan 
from 1972 to 1973. 

During the Vietnam War, air¬ 
men on Taiwan worked 12-hour 
shifts but many found time to ex¬ 
plore the island in their free time, 
Keller said. 

The tour to CCK was unac¬ 
companied but Keller was joined 
by his wife, Jane. They rented a 
two-bedroom home off-base and 
bought a Japanese Datsun to get 
around, he said. 

The couple took tours to places 
such as Sun Moon Lake and rode 
the train to see the sites in the 
capital, Taipei, where their oldest 
daughter, Charmaine, was bom 
in a Navy hospital, Keller said. 

Some airmen partied at a row 
of 12 bars near the base known as 
the “Dirty Dozen,” he recalled. 

“I never went down there,” 
Keller said, adding that he hung 
out at a Christian servicemen’s 
center that provided hot dinners 
for airmen outside the gate. 

“It was a home-cooked meal 
and I was there about every 
night,” he said. 

The U.S. military presence on 
Taiwan was ended by President 
Jimmy Carter, who withdrew 
from the Sino-American Mutual 
Defense Treaty in 1979. Congress 
responded by passing the Taiwan 
Relations Act, which requires the 
U.S. to sell arms to Taiwan. 

Keller went back to the island as 
a short-term missionary shortly 
after the departure of U.S. forces. 
The place hadn’t changed much 
other than the lack of American 
troops, he said. 

More than 100 people plan to 
attend the CCK reunion, which 
will take place July 9-12 at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Dayton, 
Ohio, about 20 minutes’ drive 
from the National Museum of the 
United States Air Force. Those 
interested in joining can email 
Keller at rejakeller@gmail.com. 

robson.seth(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: (aSethRobsonl 



Photos courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 

A pair of airmen check for oil leaks on an aircraft in August 1966 at Ching Chuan Kang Air Base, Taiwan. Servicemembers who were 
stationed at the base before it closed in 1979 are planning their first reunion. 
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A Navy P-8A Poseidon is displayed at the Langkawi International 
Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition in Malaysia on March 26. 


Navy shows off Poseidon 
anti-sub plane in Malaysia 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

For at least the third time this 
year, the Navy has sent its lat¬ 
est generation of anti-submarine 
warfare aircraft to an interna¬ 
tional exhibition in the Indo-Pa- 
cific region. 

The Washington-based Navy 
Patrol Squadron 47 landed a P- 
8A Poseidon in Malaysia last 
week to take part in the Lang¬ 
kawi International Maritime and 
Aerospace Exhibition, or LIMA. 
The Navy and Air Force also sent 
several other aircraft and their 
crews to showcase U.S. military 
hardware. 

The exhibition, held every two 
years since 1991, brings together 
government and military leaders 
from dozens of nations. 

Approximately 1,400 Navy and 
Air Force personnel participated 
in the four-day multinational 
event aimed at strengthening ties 
between the U.S. and Malaysian 
militaries, according to an Air 
Force statement issued Friday. 

“We are continuing to build 
partnerships with nations all 
around the Indo-Pacific area of 
responsibility,” Lt. Shane Lewis, 
a tactical coordinator with Patrol 
Squadron 47, said in a Navy state¬ 
ment Saturday. “The relation¬ 
ships we build here have valuable 
geopolitical and strategic impacts 
for not only the U.S. but for the 


world.” 

The Poseidon was joined by 
two EA-18G Growlers from Elec¬ 
tronic Attack Squadron 132 and 
an MH-60R Seahawk helicopter 
from Helicopter Maritime Strike 
Squadron 37 for static displays, 
demonstrations and professional 
exchanges. 

A B-52 Stratofortress bomber 
assigned to the 23rd Bomb Squad¬ 
ron also performed flyovers dur¬ 
ing the event, which concluded 
Friday. 

Patrol Squadron 47 previously 
appeared at the Australian Inter¬ 
national Airshow and Aerospace 
& Defense Exposition 2019 and 
Aero India 2019, some of the larg¬ 
est air shows in the region. 

The 7th Fleet’s flagship, the 
USS Blue Ridge, and the destroy¬ 
er USS Preble also visited Malay¬ 
sia for the first time, to partake in 
the maritime portion of the exhi¬ 
bition. Malaysia on Saturday also 
became the most recent stop for 
this year’s Pacific Partnership 
mission. 

The exercise includes commu¬ 
nity outreach projects, disaster 
response seminars, health care 
symposiums, preventative medi¬ 
cine training, first-aid training 
and engineering projects to help 
improve Malaysia’s humanitar¬ 
ian and disaster preparedness. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Clopez_Stripes 
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Provided: 

• Expert Personal Training 
Instmction 


• Expert Nutritional 


Counseling & Guidance 

Natural Wellness 

• Wellness Coaching & 

Systems 

Instruction 

www.natural-wclliiess-systems.com 

Please Call 0151-587-211 97 

• Integrative Medicine 
Consultation & Instmction 

• Life-Style Coaching (Goal , 
Orientation) 


2nd Fleet to run Baltic exercise 


U.S. 2nd Fleet commander Vice Adm. Andrew Lewis, left, and 
Rear Adm. Gene Black, commander of Carrier Strike Group Eight, 
observe flight operations aboard the USS Harry S. Truman in the 
Atlantic Ocean in September. 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

The Navy’s 2nd Fleet will lead 
this year’s Baltic Operations ex¬ 
ercise, its first such European 
mission since it was resurrected 
last year in response to Russia’s 
growing naval activity in the At¬ 
lantic Ocean. 

The annual NATO exercise 
known as BALTOPS regularly 
draws the attention of Russia’s 
military, which closely monitors 
alliance activities in the Baltic 
Sea. 

Last year’s BALTOPS brought 
together 5,000 servicemembers 
from 16 militaries, along with 
six more countries that observed 
or provided support. This year’s 
exercise will have naval, air and 
land forces from 18 nations. 

“What better opportunity to 
introduce 2nd Fleet to the the¬ 
ater than BALTOPS, a tried 
and true exercise involving our 
partners and NATO allies,” 2nd 
Fleet commander Vice Adm. 
Andrew “Woody” Lewis told re¬ 
porters Tuesday during a phone 
conference. 

Lewis and staff members will 
run BALTOPS from the USS 
Mount Whitney command ship, 
with U.S. Naval Forces Europe 
and Africa acting as the main 
headquarters. They will bring no 
additional ships from the U.S. 

Leading an exercise of this 
scope as a deployed force is a use¬ 
ful drill and different from how 
BALTOPS has been run in previ¬ 
ous years, Lewis said. Typically, a 
European command coordinates 
the maneuvers and simulations. 

The Norfolk-based 2nd Fleet 
will cover a wide area, from the 
East Coast to the North Atlantic 
and the Arctic. 

The operational boundaries for 
the 2nd and 6th fleets will remain 
the same — including in the north 


Atlantic — with the 2nd Fleet act¬ 
ing as an expeditionary force that 
moves as needed through both 
theaters. That allows greater 
flexibility and avoids giving ad¬ 
versaries clear boundaries to peg 
the fleets’ movements. Navy offi¬ 
cials said. 

The Atlantic dividing line for 
the two fleets is the middle of 
Greenland. If the 2nd Fleet oper¬ 
ates west of that line, it falls under 
Fleet Forces Command; sailing 
east puts it under Naval Forces 
Europe. 

The fleet expects to have about 
100 personnel by the time the 
exercise starts in mid-June, en¬ 
abling it to operate on par with any 
other Navy fleet, said Lt. Mary- 
cate Walsh, 2nd Fleet spokes¬ 
woman, adding that it should be 
fully staffed by December. 

The fleet was restored last year 
as part of the newer national de¬ 
fense strategy, which focuses 
more on near-peer adversaries 
like Russia and China and less on 
terrorism. 

It is a scaled-down version of 


the Cold War-era force decom¬ 
missioned in 2011 and absorbed 
into Fleet Forces to cut costs. The 
coinciding Joint Force Command 
Norfolk also was created last year 
and is headed by Lewis. 

Navy leaders have said the 
fleet could patrol as far north 
as the Barents Sea, where Rus¬ 
sia has reportedly tested several 
nuclear-capable missiles near its 
coastline. 

Russia also has become more 
assertive militarily in the Arctic, 
reopening former Soviet bases 
and sending more ships into the 
region. 

Lewis said he expects Russians 
to operate there, which is not a 
threat if they follow international 
rules of conduct and don’t inter¬ 
fere with U.S. activities. 

“We need to be able to operate 
in the Arctic,” Lewis said. “We 
need to be able to execute mis¬ 
sions — everything from search 
and rescue to military operations 
if required.” 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 
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Safer together: Chief tells 
Congress NATO still vital 

By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 


NATO Secretary-General Jens StoHenberg addresses a joint session 
of Congress at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. 



Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


Trump praises allies, 
save Germany, for 
increased spending 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

President Donald Trump 
took credit Tuesday for an 
increase in defense spending 
among NATO members, sug¬ 
gesting that an alliance he has 
harshly criticized has turned a 
comer. But Germany did not 
escape criticism. 

“People are paying and I am 
very happy with the fact they 
are paying,” Trump said dur¬ 
ing a meeting with NATO’s top 
official at the White House. 

Trump lauded the alliance 
overall for increases in defense 
expenditures, but Germany 
continues to be a flashpoint for 
the president. “Germany hon¬ 
estly is not paying their fair 
share,” he said. 

NATO members are ex¬ 
pected to dedicate 2 per¬ 
cent of economic output to 
defense, but Germany falls 
short and doesn’t have a clear 
plan to reach the alliance 
benchmark. 

“They are paying close to 1 
percent,” Trump said of the 
Germans. “It is very unfair.” 

Trump also blasted Ger¬ 
many over a trade imbalance 
with the U.S., which has long 
been a point of contention for 
the president, who has threat¬ 
ened tariffs on the German 
automotive industry over the 
issue. 

“We are protecting Eu¬ 
rope, at the same time they 
have taken advantage of us on 
trade,” Trump said. “But it is 
all changing.” 

Defense spending has been a 


focus for Trump when it comes 
to NATO, an alliance formed 
during the early days of the 
Cold War and still a linchpin 
of American national security 
strategy. But while Trump has 
questioned the overall value 
of NATO, calling it “obsolete,” 
he said Tuesday that NATO is 
now “much stronger.” 

NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg has credited 
Trump with making spending 
a priority even as some mem¬ 
bers have bristled at Trump’s 
tough talk. 

Currently, most of NATO’s 
29 members have crafted 
plans for getting to the 2 per¬ 
cent mark by 2024 — an alli¬ 
ance deadline. Trump said 
Tuesday that “at some point 
it will have to go higher than 
that,” but there has been no in¬ 
dication of any support among 
allies to go beyond the 2 per¬ 
cent level. 

Still, Trump praised Stol¬ 
tenberg for pressuring allies 
to increase spending. “We 
have worked together on get¬ 
ting some of our allies to pay 
their fair share,” Trump said. 
“It’s called burden sharing.” 

Since 2016, European al¬ 
lies and Canada have added 
$41 billion to their defense 
budgets, according to NATO. 
By the end of next year, that 
number is expected to rise to 
$100 billion. “That helps. And 
it proves also that NATO is a 
strong alliance,” Stoltenberg 
said. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


The United States is stronger 
with the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization than it would be 
without it, the head of the 29-na¬ 
tion alliance said Wednesday in 
Washington, marking the first 
time the leader of the security 
pact addressed a joint session of 
Congress. 

Secretary-General Jens Stol¬ 
tenberg, whose speech came at 
the request of congressional lead¬ 
ers, stressed unity amid rising 
tensions with Russia and tried to 
allay concerns of strain among 
allies as NATO celebrates its 70th 
anniversary. 

“The strength of a nation is not 
only measured by the size of its 
economy or the number of its sol¬ 
diers, but also by the number of its 
friends,” Stoltenberg told mem¬ 
bers of the House of Representa¬ 
tives and Senate, whose repeated 
rounds of applause contrasted 
with the White House’s criticism 
of the multilateral alliance. 

While NATO was founded as 
a counterweight to the Soviet 
Union, Stoltenberg said the alli¬ 
ance remains vital because Eu¬ 
rope faces new threats, including 
a resurgent Russia. 

Russia’s deployment of a “mo¬ 
bile, hard to detect, nuclear ca¬ 
pable,” missile system violates 
a Cold War-era treaty with the 
US., Stoltenberg said. 

The weapons also “reduce the 
threshold for the use of nuclear 
weapons in an armed conflict,” 
Stoltenberg said. 

Relations within NATO have 
been strained during the past 
two years, mainly due to Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s criticisms 
on lesser financial contributions 
from key members like Germany. 
The verbal attacks have raised 
questions about the durability of 


America’s commitment to NATO. 

While Trump’s mixed mes¬ 
sages about the alliance’s values 
also have unsettled members of 
Congress, the backing of NATO 
has emerged as a rare point of bi¬ 
partisan agreement. 

In July, the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives passed legislation, by 
a vote of 357 to 22, that aimed to 
restrict Trump from unilaterally 
withdrawing from NATO. 

Stoltenberg acknowledged the 
overall sense of anxiety without 
blaming Trump. 

“We have to be frank,” he said. 
“Questions are being asked on 
both sides of the Atlantic about the 
strength of our partnership. And 
yes, we have our differences.” 

In the past, the alliance was 
torn several times by disagree¬ 
ments between its member states, 
including during the Suez crisis 
in 1956, France’s withdrawal 
from NATO in 1966 and the U.S. 
invasion of Iraq in 2003. But al¬ 
lies overcame those disputes, 
Stoltenberg said. 

Current disagreements include 
trade, energy policy, climate 
change and the Iran nuclear deal. 


he said. 

“These are serious issues and 
serious disagreements,” Stolten¬ 
berg said. “The strength of NATO 
is that despite our differences, we 
have always been able to unite 
around our core task — to defend 
each other, protect each other.” 

The top point of contention — 
one that has dominated Trump’s 
NATO agenda — is insufficient 
investment in defense by allies. 

The downward trend has re¬ 
versed and expenditures began 
increasing before Trump was 
elected. But pressure from the 
U.S. president has brought new 
momentum, Stoltenberg said. 

“Allies must spend more on 
defense,” Stoltenberg said. “This 
has been the clear message from 
President Trump. And this mes¬ 
sage is having a real impact.” 

Explaining NATO’s value, he 
noted that no member has been 
directly attacked by another 
country in the past 70 years. And 
he reminded lawmakers that the 
only time NATO declared its Ar¬ 
ticle 5 provision — that an attack 
on one member demands a col¬ 
lective response from all — was 


after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 

11 , 2001 . 

“NATO has been good for Eu¬ 
rope. And NATO has been good 
for the United States,” Stolten¬ 


berg said, receiving an ovation 
from Congress. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


House lawmakers suggest VA 
delay private-sector expansion 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 


Army convoy vehicles collide in Germany 



Courtesy of the Altdorf Fire Department 


Several U.S. soldiers were injured Tuesday when one of five Army 
vehicles driving in a convoy on autobahn A6 near Altdorf, Germany, 
crashed into the Army vehicle that was in front of it. 


WASHINGTON — House law¬ 
makers suggested Tuesday that 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
officials postpone a mqjor ex¬ 
pansion of veterans’ access to 
private-sector doctors, following 
warnings that its information 
technology system is flawed and 
could disrupt patient care. 

The department is working 
toward a June 6 deadline to im¬ 
plement a new community care 
program for VA patients that was 
mandated by Congress under the 
VA Mission Act. The program 
aims to replace the Veterans 
Choice Program, which has been 
in place since 2014. 

U.S. Digital Service, a White 
House team of software devel¬ 


opers that helps federal agencies 
improve their technology, recom¬ 
mended last month that the VA 
stop developing its IT system for 
the program, which it described 
as flawed, with the potential to 
create confusion and disruption 
for veterans and doctors. 

“I believe in taking the time to 
get things right,” said Tennessee 
Rep. Phil Roe, ranking Republi¬ 
can on the House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. “I would rather 
VA postpone implementation of 
this program than to rush to im¬ 
plementation in name only and 
have veterans pay the price.” 

Despite the warnings, the VA 
intends to launch the new pro¬ 
gram June 6. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — Three soldiers remained 
hospitalized under observation 
Wednesday after being injured 
in an accident while driving in 
a truck convoy in Bavaria a day 
earlier. Army officials said. 

The soldiers, whose names 
were not released, were with the 
212th Combat Support Hospital, 
based at Rhine Ordnance Bar¬ 
racks in Kaiserslautern. The in¬ 
juries were not life-threatening, 
officials confirmed. 

The accident happened on Tues¬ 
day around 2:30 p.m. on the A6 
autobahn near Nuremberg, while 
a five-truck convoy was head¬ 
ing toward Kaiserslautern from 
Grafenwoehr. The soldier driv¬ 
ing the fourth truck in the convoy 
pulled over to make an adjust¬ 
ment to his vehicle. But the driver 


of the last vehicle “underestimat¬ 
ed” the braking distance needed 
to stop safely and slammed into 
the truck in front, officer Philipp 
Mauderer of the Feucht police de¬ 
partment said. The three injured 
soldiers were taken to the hospi¬ 
tal for treatment. 


All the trucks returned to 
Grafenwoehr, including the last 
one in the convoy, which had to 
be towed. No other vehicles were 
involved in the accident, police 
said. 

The accident is under investi¬ 
gation, Army officials said. 

















Thursday, April 4,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 9 


MILITARY _ 

Colonel known for honest letters laid to rest 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

Retired Col. Mark A. Smith, who wrote 
dozens of letters praised for their compas¬ 
sion and eloquence to the families of his 
Marine Reserve battalion during a deploy¬ 
ment early in the Iraq War, was remem¬ 
bered this week as a “Marine’s Marine.” 

A 32-year veteran of the Marine Corps 
— including his time in the Reserve — and 
an Indiana State Trooper for 24 years until 
his retirement in 2014, the 54-year-old fa¬ 
ther of two daughters died last week fol¬ 
lowing a battle with lung cancer. 

Many who served in the Chicago-based 
2nd Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment he 
commanded during the Iraq deployment 
were traveling to Indianapolis to attend fu¬ 
neral services on Wednesday. 

Smith was a man of deep faith and con¬ 
victions, said Sharon Semrow, the wife of 
a retired Marine who served with Smith. 
“That’s why we loved him ... he didn’t 
mince words,” Semrow said in a telephone 
interview. 

Semrow distributed Smith’s weekly let¬ 
ters while serving as a volunteer liaison 
between 2nd Battalion’s Milwaukee-based 
Fox Company and the Marines’ families 
during the unit’s 2004-05 deployment. 

“He was well-loved and well-respected 
by every family member because of that,” 
she said of his letter-writing. “It was ... 
sometimes the only news that we got. It 
was comforting.” 

Made up of five companies from Illinois, 
Wisconsin and Iowa, the 1,200-Marine bat¬ 
talion operated in northern Babil province, 
south of Baghdad, in an area dubbed the 
Triangle of Death during the insurgency 
that arose following the U.S.-led invasion. 


Smith frequently made the rounds among 
the Marines, said Darrick Sewell, who was 
a lance corporal working in the combat op¬ 
erations center on the deployment. 

“He was a leader-warrior,” said Sewell, 
who was also driving from Wisconsin to 
Indiana on Tuesday afternoon. “He rarely 
slept. He was just go, go, go.” 

Even after lengthy operations or days 
without sleep. Smith could be found in the 
headquarters at Forward Operating Base 
St. Michael in Mahmudiyah each Thurs¬ 
day “at zero-dark-thirty ... writing away” 
on the weekly letter, Sewell said. 

After recovering the body of Lance 
Cpl. Daniel Wyatt, the first of 12 of the 
battalion’s Marines killed during the 
seven-month tour. Smith wrote of the “soul 
touching sight of combat hardened Ma¬ 
rines, encrusted with weeks of sweat and 
dust, who have daily been engaged in com¬ 
bat, coming to complete and utter solemni¬ 
ty and respect in the handling of the body 
of one of their own.” 

In another dispatch, he shared a photo 
of his troops providing candy, toys and 
hygiene items to an Iraqi woman and her 
child, expressing his hope that such ex¬ 
changes would help end cycles of hatred 
and violence. But he did not spare families 
descriptions of some of that violence. 

“Everywhere you go the ground is sub¬ 
ject to explode in a milli-second of ear 
shattering violence and a cloud of lethal 
dust,” he wrote in one email. “Everything 
you do is subject to being interrupted by 
the thump/boom of rockets and mortars 
and their deadly payload.” 

The Marines of 2/24 endured regular 
mortar attacks, car bombings and fire- 
fights, Sewell said, describing a harrowing 



Courtesy of Brittani Smith 


Col. Mark A. Smith, whose letters about 
his Marines were widely circulated during 
his command of the Marine Reserve’s 
2nd Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment in 
Iraq, died last week at 54. 

deployment in which “even our cooks ... 
everybody in [the administrative shop] got 
combat action ribbons.” 

The battalion earned the nickname “the 
Mad Ghosts” for operations that kept the 
insurgents off-balance, including frequent 
night raids, Sewell said. 

Smith, who went by the call sign “May¬ 
hem 6,” often included the motto “Mayhem 
from the heartland” in his letters. 

But for all his toughness and bravura. 
Smith was not afraid to show his emotions. 

“The tears are literally falling on to my 
desk. I love every one of these guys,” Smith 
told the Journal Sentinel in a satellite phone 
interview in January 2005. 


Sewell served in the Marine Reserve for 
about a decade after returning from Iraq 
but said his time under Smith’s command is 
among his most memorable experiences. 

“I don’t have any words to describe what 
we lost — he was just a true, great leader,” 
he said. 

A nonsmoker, the retired colonel had 
long battled lung cancer, which he attrib¬ 
uted to exposure to smoke from oil fires 
during Desert Storm and bum pits in the 
Iraq War more than a decade later. 

He’d been diagnosed with “asthma-like 
symptoms” from the Persian Gulf War 
and later received the cancer diagnosis in 
2012 as he was preparing to retire from the 
Marine Corps, he said in a 2013 American 
Lung Association of Indiana video. 

Following radiation, chemotherapy and 
surgery, he received a good prognosis in 
late 2013, he said in the video. 

Semrow last saw Smith at a reunion 
for the Marines of that Iraq deployment, 
some 60 of whom gathered in Milwaukee 
in November. 

Sewell last saw Smith earlier this year 
at a more somber occasion, the funeral of 
Milwaukee police officer Matthew Rittner, 
a Marine veteran of the 2004 deployment 
who was killed while serving a search war¬ 
rant in February. 

In late March, Smith posted on Facebook 
that he’d been hospitalized, and his daugh¬ 
ter later said he had been admitted to the 
intensive care unit, but his death still came 
as a surprise, Semrow said. 

“He seemed invincible,” she said. “I 
didn’t think he’d ever die.” 


garland.chad(i)stripes.com 

Twitter: (fichadgarland 


Draft: ‘If there were no penalties for failing to register, the rates would plummet’ 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“We’re taking a look at all of these ques¬ 
tions,” said Vice Chairwoman Debra Wada, 
a former assistant secretary of the Army. 
“And that means looking at whether the 
current system is both fair and equitable 
— but also transparent.” 

Men who have been caught in the older- 
than-26 trap say the system is anything 
but. 

Since 1993, more than 1 million Ameri¬ 
can men have requested formal copies of 
their draft status from the Selective Ser¬ 
vice System, according to data obtained 
by USA Today under the Freedom of In¬ 
formation Act. Those status information 
letters are the first step in trying to appeal 
the denial of benefits, and are the best in¬ 
dication of how many men have been af¬ 
fected by legal consequences of failing to 
register. 

On paper, it’s a crime to “knowingly fail 
or neglect or refuse” to register for the 
draft. The penalty is up to five years in 
prison and a $250,000 fine. 

Last year. Selective Service referred 
112,051 names and addresses of suspected 
violators to the Justice Department for 
possible prosecution. 

Still, only 20 men have been charged 
criminally with refusing to register for the 
draft since President Jimmy Carter rein¬ 
stated it in 1980 in response to the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan. Only 14 were con¬ 
victed. The last indictment, in 1986, was 
dismissed before it went to trial. 

Now the system relies largely on volun¬ 
tary compliance, a patchwork of state laws, 
and the risk of losing federal benefits. 

Congress passed two provisions to 
tighten enforcement in the 1980s. The 


Solomon Amendment in 1982 made Selec¬ 
tive Service registration a requirement 
for federal student aid. The Thurmond 
Amendment in 1985 did the same for fed¬ 
eral employment. 

Federal student aid is the most common 
problem for men who haven’t registered 
for the draft, according Selective Service 
data obtained by USA Today. 

Forty states and the District of Columbia 
link Selective Service to driver’s licenses. 
But some of those allow men to opt out of 
registration, and about a quarter of Ameri¬ 
cans in their early 20s don’t have a driver’s 
license. 

Thirty-one states have legislation mir¬ 
roring federal laws on student aid and 
employment, applying those bans to state- 
funded student aid programs and state 
employment. 

Some states go even farther: 

■ In eight states, men are not allowed to 
register at state colleges or universities — 
even without financial aid — if they aren’t 
registered for Selective Service. Those 
states are Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, 
Idaho, Louisiana, New Hampshire, South 
Dakota and Tennessee. 

■ In Ohio, men who live in the state but 
don’t register for Selective Service must 
pay out-of-state tuition rates. 

■ In Alaska, men who fail to register for 
the draft can’t receive an annual dividend 
from the Alaska Permanent Fund, which 
gave each Alaska resident $1,600 from 
state oil revenue in 2018. 

As a result, registration rates vary from 
100 percent in New Hampshire to 63 per¬ 
cent in South Dakota — and just 51 percent 
in the District of Columbia, according to 
Selective Service data. 


“It’s very uneven across the country,” 
said Shawn Skelly, a former Navy com¬ 
mander and member of the 11-member 
commission studying the draft. 

“How people register is predominately 
passively. Most men who register register 
though secondary means when they apply 
for student aid or get a driver’s license. 
There isn’t a real deliberate education of 
people about the law.” 

Like the Vietnam War draft, which 
helped fuel the social upheaval of the 
1960s and ’70s, today’s draft registration 
requirement puts a disproportionate bur¬ 
den on lower-class Americans. They’re 
more likely to put off college until later in 
life — and to need student aid when they do 
go to school. 

In comments to the national service 
commission, critics of the policy called 
that policy “exceptionally cruel.” 

It was an honest mistake’ 

Depending on how you look at it, Bran¬ 
don Prudhomme had either a very good or 
very bad reason for failing to register for 
the draft: He was in prison for most of the 
time between the ages of 18 and 25. 

His arrest record includes assault, drug 
possession and resisting arrest. 

“It was an honest mistake,” he said. “I 
was on my own since I was 14 years old. I 
got involved in gang-type stuff” 

Now he’s 39 and trying to turn his life 
around. While living in a homeless shelter, 
he started his own landscaping company. 

He’d like to go back to school for busi¬ 
ness. But because Prudhomme didn’t 
register for Selective Service, he can’t get 
student loans. 


“The financial aid people called me and 
said, ‘Sir, do you know anything about 
Selective Service?’ I said, ‘No.’ They said 
my application had been red-flagged,” he 
said. 

“If it was mandatory, how was there not 
the opportunity for me to sign those pa¬ 
pers?” Prudhomme asked. “He said that 
was my responsibility.” 

The law also has snagged federal infor¬ 
mation technology workers. Forest Service 
firefighters. Department of Veterans Af¬ 
fairs doctors and even federal contractors. 

Richard Henry, a contractor for the In¬ 
ternal Revenue Service, lost his access to 
IRS facilities because he failed to register 
for Selective Service. They found out be¬ 
cause Henry told them, repeatedly, begin¬ 
ning in 2001. 

But in 2011, the IRS changed the rules to 
make Selective Service a requirement. He 
was older than 26, so he couldn’t register. 

He sued, and lost, in 2017. 

“If they’re going to enforce this law, you 
should know about the law and you should 
know about the consequences,” said Hen¬ 
ry’s lawyer, Rachel L.T Rodriguez. “The 
problem here is, you don’t know the conse¬ 
quences that follow you forever like this.” 

But officials said that for draft registra¬ 
tion to work, the law has to have teeth. 

“If there were no penalties for failing to 
register, the rates would plummet, and fair¬ 
ness and equity would go out the window,” 
said Matthew Tittman, a spokesman for the 
Selective Service System, a civilian agency 
that administers draft registration. 

Men who are older than 26 and are de¬ 
nied benefits can appeal the decision if 
they can prove that their failure to register 
was not “knowing and willful.” 
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Woman allegedly got into 
Mar-a-Lago with malware 


By Terry Spencer 

Associated Press 



Chinese Vice Premier Uu He gestures next to U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin, second left, in Beijing on March 29. Liu 
is in Washington this week for another round of talks on trade issues. 

US, China resume 
uphill effort to end 
trade disagreement 


FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — 
A woman carrying two Chinese 
passports and a device containing 
computer malware lied to Secret 
Service agents and briefly gained 
admission to President Donald 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago club over 
the weekend during his Florida 
visit, federal prosecutors allege 
in court documents. 

Yujing Zhang, 32, approached a 
Secret Service agent at a check¬ 
point outside the Palm Beach club 
early Saturday afternoon and said 
she was a member who wanted 
to use the pool, court documents 
said. She showed the passports as 
identification. 

Agents say she wasn’t on the 
membership list, but a club 
manager thought Zhang was the 
daughter of a member. Agents say 
that when they asked Zhang if the 
member was her father, she did 
not answer definitively but they 
thought it might be a language 
barrier and admitted her. 

Zhang’s story changed when 
she got inside, agents say. She told 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — His border 
shutdown went from imminent 
to uncertain. A m^or health care 
push was declared and then de¬ 
layed. Funding cuts were insert¬ 
ed in his proposed budget and just 
as quickly taken out. 

President Donald Trump has 
been exploring the art of the 
climb-down. 

Trump pivoted on two big poli¬ 
cy fronts this week, easing up on 
his threats to quickly close the 
southern border and deciding 
that a fresh effort to repeal and 
replace the Affordable Care Act 
should wait until after the 2020 
election. 

The moves came as Republi¬ 
cans, outside groups and aides 
expressed anxiety about the po¬ 
tential economic and political 
fallout from Trump’s proposals. 

The president’s swift backped- 
aling underscored his off-the-cuff 
style and suggested that more 
such drama is likely ahead as he 
tries to sync his policymaking 
with his reelection campaign. 

To many, the Washington whip¬ 
lash was another reminder that 
Trump tweets first and governs 
later. 

“Most presidents and even 
most CEOs, when they make a 
decision that is going to have fi¬ 
nancial impact or personnel im¬ 
pact, you seek a lot of input,” said 
Republican strategist Rick Tyler. 


a front desk receptionist she was 
there to attend the United Nations 
Chinese American Association 
event scheduled for that evening. 
No such event was scheduled and 
agents were summoned. 

Agent Samuel Ivanovich wrote 
in court documents that Zhang 
told him that she was there for 
the Chinese American event and 
had come early to familiarize 
herself with the club and take 
photos, again contradicting what 
she had said at the checkpoint. 
She showed him an invitation in 
Chinese that he could not read. 

He said Zhang was taken off the 
grounds and told she could not be 
there. Ivanovich said she became 
argumentative so she was taken 
to the local Secret Service office 
for questioning. 

There, he said, it became clear 
Zhang speaks and reads English 
well. He said Zhang said she had 
traveled from Shanghai to attend 
the nonexistent Mar-a-Lago event 
on the invitation of an acquain¬ 
tance named “Charles,” whom 
she knew only through a Chinese 
social media app. 

Ivanovich said she then denied 


“He doesn’t do that. Even his own 
communications staff says he 
goes by his gut.” 

The president’s pronounce¬ 
ments and social media blasts are 
often surprise attacks. They can 
vanish as quickly as they emerge 
if political expedience warrants a 
different tack. 

His announcement last week 
that the GOP was going to take 
on health care again despite a 
bruising and unsuccessful effort 
in 2017 stunned most in his own 
party and seemed driven in part 
by a lingering desire to fulfill 
his oft-repeated 2016 campaign 
promise to repeal “Obamacare.” 

He surprised his own educa- 


telling the checkpoint agents she 
was a member wanting to swim. 

Ivanovich said Zhang carried 
four cellphones, a laptop com¬ 
puter, an external hard drive and 
a thumb drive containing com¬ 
puter malware. She did not have 
a swimsuit. 

“While the Secret Service does 
not determine who is permitted 
to enter the club, our agents and 
officers conduct physical screen¬ 
ings to ensure no prohibited items 
are allowed onto the property,” a 
U.S. Secret Service spokesper¬ 
son said in a statement. “This 
access does not afford an indi¬ 
vidual proximity to the President 
or other Secret Service protect¬ 
ees. In such instances, additional 
screening and security measures 
are employed.” 

Zhang is charged with making 
false statements to federal agents 
and illegally entering a restrict¬ 
ed area. She remains in custody 
pending a hearing next week. Her 
public defender, Robert Adler, de¬ 
clined comment. 

There is no indication Zhang 
was ever near the president. 


tion secretary with the declara¬ 
tion that he was reversing a plan 
to ax federal aid for the Special 
Olympics after the proposed cuts 
sparked a public outcry. 

Heading into 2020, Trump sees 
border security and health care 
as key issues for his political base 
and he is expected to keep push¬ 
ing them even if he dials back 
specific threats. 

Speaking Tuesday night at the 
National Republican Congres¬ 
sional Committee’s spring din¬ 
ner, he declared that Republicans 
“should not run away from health 
care.” 

“If we stay away from that sub¬ 
ject, we’re going to lose,” he said. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration on Wednesday 
will resume negotiations with 
China toward ending a trade war 
that has deepened uncertainty 
for businesses and investors and 
dimmed the outlook for the global 
economy. 

The two sides are to meet for the 
ninth time, with analysts express¬ 
ing optimism that the world’s two 
biggest economies might be near 
some kind of agreement. Nego¬ 
tiators met in Beijing last week 
in talks that Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin described as 
“constructive.” Now, Vice Pre¬ 
mier Liu He, a close confidante of 
President Xi Jinping, is leading a 
Chinese team to Washington. 

“We have been encouraged 
by the tone of the negotiations,” 
Myron Brilliant, head of interna¬ 
tional affairs at the U.S. Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, told reporters 


New York Daily News 

The House Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee authorized subpoenas 
Wednesday for special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s full report and 
all underlying evidence from his 
investigation into Russia’s attack 
on the 2016 election, paving the 
way for a contentious court battle 
with the Trump administration. 

The Democratically-controlled 
committee, chaired by New York 
Rep. Jerrold Nadler, predictably 
approved the subpoenas in a 24- 
17 party line vote. 

The vote doesn’t automatically 
trigger the subpoenas, but gives 
Nadler permission to issue them. 

The subpoena authorization 
came one day after the dead¬ 
line Democrats set for Attorney 
General William Barr to release 
Mueller’s full account. 

Barr refused to commit to the 


Tuesday. 

Brilliant estimated that the 
two sides are 90% of the way to 
an agreement but cautioned that 
“the last 10% is the hardest part, 
the trickiest part.” 

At the heart of the dispute are 
the Trump administration’s alle¬ 
gations that China steals technol¬ 
ogy and coerces U.S. companies 
to hand over trade secrets — all 
part of Beijing’s zeal to overtake 
U.S. technological dominance. To 
pressure China, the United States 
has imposed tariffs on $250 billion 
in Chinese goods. The Chinese 
have counterpunched by taxing 
$110 billion in U.S. imports. 

Forecasters at the World Bank 
and International Monetary 
Fund, among others, have down¬ 
graded their outlook for the glob¬ 
al economy, partly because the 
US.-China rift is damaging trade 
and causing businesses to slow 
their investment until they know 
how the dispute will end. 


deadline, saying he by law has to 
redact some parts of Mueller’s 
nearly 400-page-long report. 

The attorney general, who was 
nominated by President Don¬ 
ald Trump last year, has said he 
hopes to release a redacted ver¬ 
sion by mid-April. But, instead of 
spending his time on redactions. 
Democrats contend Barr could 
seek court orders to release the 
complete report, like prosecutors 
did in the Watergate and White- 
water investigations. 

Less than 48 hours after receiv¬ 
ing Mueller’s report last month, 
Barr released a four-page sum¬ 
mary clearing Trump and his 
administration of conspiring in 
the Kremlin’s interference in the 
2016 election. 

Barr also cleared Trump of 
obstruction, even though Mueller 
refused to do so in his report. 


Trump pivots on pledges, exploring 
the political art of the climb-down 



Susan Walsh/AP 


President Donald Trump arrives to speak at the National Republican 
Congressional Committee’s spring dinner in Washington on Tuesday. 


House panel OKs subpoenas 
for full special counsel report 
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Lori Lightfoot waves to supporters as she speaks at her election night party Tuesday in 
Chicago. Lightfoot was elected mayor, making her the first black woman to lead the cHy. 


New mayor 
of Chicago 
sees time 
of change 

By Sara Burnett 
AND Herbert G. McCann 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Chicago Mayor-elect Lori 
Lightfoot’s resounding victory was a clear call 
for change at City Hall and a historic repudia¬ 
tion of the old-style, insider politics that have 
long defined the nation’s third-largest city. 

Lightfoot, a former federal prosecutor who’d 
never been elected to public office, defeated 
Cook County Board President and longtime 
City Council member Toni Preckwinkle on 
Tuesday with backing from voters across the 
city. Late results showed Lightfoot, 56, win¬ 
ning every one of the city’s 50 wards. 

Lightfoot also made history, becoming the 
first black woman and the first openly gay 
person to be elected Chicago mayor. 

Chicago will become the largest U.S. city 
to have a black woman serve as mayor when 
Lightfoot is sworn in May 20. She will join 
seven other black women currently serving 
as mayors in mgjor U.S. cities, including At¬ 
lanta and New Orleans, and will be the second 
woman to lead Chicago. 

“Out there tonight a lot of little girls and 
boys are watching. They’re watching us, and 
they’re seeing the beginning of something, 
well, a little bit different,” Lightfoot told a ju¬ 
bilant crowd at a downtown hotel. “They’re 
seeing a city reborn.” 

She pledged to make Chicago “a place 
where your ZIP code doesn’t determine your 


destiny,” to address the city’s violence and to 
“break this city’s endless cycle of corruption” 
that allows politicians to profit from their 
office. 

Lightfoot emerged as the surprising leader 
in the first round of voting in February when 
14 candidates were on the ballot to succeed 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, who decided against 
running for a third term. 

She seized on outrage over a white police of¬ 
ficer’s fatal shooting of black teenager Laquan 
McDonald to launch her reformer campaign. 
She got in the race even before Emanuel an¬ 
nounced he wouldn’t seek re-election amid 
criticism for initially resisting calls to release 
video of the shooting. 

Joyce Ross, 64, a resident of the city’s pre¬ 
dominantly black West Side who is a certified 
nursing assistant, cast her ballot Tuesday for 
Lightfoot. Ross said she believes Lightfoot 
will be better able to clean up the police de¬ 
partment and curb the city’s violence. 

Preckwinkle said she called Lightfoot 
Tuesday night to congratulate her on a “hard- 


fought campaign.” 

“While I may be disappointed I’m not dis¬ 
heartened. For one thing, this is clearly a his¬ 
toric night,” she told a crowd gathered in her 
South Side neighborhood. 

“Not long ago two African American women 
vying for this position would have been un¬ 
thinkable. And while it may be true that we 
took two very different paths to get here, to¬ 
night is about the path forward.” 

That path will have mqjor challenges. Chi¬ 
cago has been losing population, particularly 
in predominantly black neighborhoods hit 
hardest by violence and a lack of jobs. 

The new mayor will take over a city that 
faces massive financial problems. She will 
have just a few months to prepare a new bud¬ 
get, which in 2020 is expected to have a rough¬ 
ly $250 million deficit. Lightfoot also will take 
over the worst-funded public pensions of any 
m^or U.S. city. Chicago’s annual payments to 
the retirement systems are slated to grow by 
$1.2 billion by 2023. 


Lawyer: Baltimore mayor under probe 


The Baltimore Sun 

BALTIMORE — A lawyer for 
Baltimore Mayor Catherine Pugh 
said Tuesday the state prosecutor 
has opened an investigation into 
sales of her self-published chil¬ 
dren’s book. 

“The mayor will be cooperat¬ 
ing with that investigation to the 
fullest extent possible,” attorney 
Steven D. Silverman said in an 
email. 

Silverman revealed the inves¬ 
tigation after The Baltimore Sun 
asked for more details about sales 
of the books involving health in¬ 
surer Kaiser Permanente and 
nonprofit Associated Black Char¬ 
ities. “As this matter is now being 
investigated by the state prosecu¬ 
tor’s office, I am not in a position 
to comment,” Silverman wrote. 

Pugh, a Democrat, is currently 
on a leave of absence from her 
role as mayor to recover from a 
bout of pneumonia. City Coun¬ 
cil President Bernard C. “Jack” 
Young, also a Democrat, is filling 
in as acting mayor. 

Republican Gov. Larry Hogan 


asked the state prosecutor on 
Monday to start an investigation 
of books the University of Mary¬ 
land Medical System paid Pugh 
$500,000 for while she was on its 
board. 

“These are deeply disturbing 
allegations,” Hogan wrote to state 
prosecutor Emmet Davitt. “I am 
particularly concerned about the 
UMMS sale because it has sig¬ 
nificant continuing ties with the 
state and receives very substan¬ 
tial public funding.” 

Several members of the Bal¬ 
timore City Council said Mon¬ 
day that they supported Hogan’s 
request. 

A retired investigator for the 
state prosecutor’s office had also 
filed a written complaint with 
his former employer, requesting 
a criminal investigation. James 
Cabezas said Pugh’s failure to 
disclose the UMMS book sales on 
state ethics forms could amount to 
perjury or misconduct in office. 

The state prosecutor’s office, 
which investigates political cor¬ 
ruption offenses, said it does not 


confirm or deny the existence of 
investigations. 

Pugh’s book deals began in 2011 
when she was a state senator. 

In a no-bid deal, UMMS paid 
Pugh $100,000 in each of five 
transactions in 2012, 2013, 2015, 
2017 and 2018 to purchase 20,000 
copies of her self-published 
“Healthy Holly” children’s books 
at $5 per copy. Pugh was among 
nine members of the 30-person 
UMMS board that had contracts 
or other business deals with the 
medical system. 

Pugh and two other board 
members have resigned. Several 
others were placed on leave. 

On Monday, Kaiser Perman¬ 
ente and Associated Black Chari¬ 
ties confirmed that they had paid 
Pugh a further $200,000 for cop¬ 
ies of the books. 

Pugh had previously said that 
UMMS was the only organization 
to have paid her for the books. But 
Silverman said Monday that Kai¬ 
ser Permanente and Associated 
Black Charities payments were 
for additional copies. 


Houston chemical fire 
kills 1; 2 others injured 

HOUSTON — A tank holding a 
flammable chemical caught fire 
at a Texas plant Tuesday, killing 
one worker, critically injuring 
two others and sending panicked 
employees fleeing to safety. 

Harris County Sheriff Ed Gon¬ 
zalez confirmed the fatality and 
said the two injured had been 
taken by helicopter to a hospital. 
The two injured were in critical 
condition, said Rachel Moreno, 
spokeswoman for the Harris 
County Fire Marshal’s Office. 

Authorities shut down a road 
near Tuesday’s fire at a KMCO 
chemical plant in Crosby, about 
25 miles northeast of Houston, 
Gonzalez said. Fire crews battled 
the blaze for about SVi hours be¬ 
fore they extinguished it, accord¬ 
ing to the fire marshal’s office. 

All residents within a 1-mile ra¬ 
dius of the plant were ordered to 
stay indoors or shelter in place for 
about four hours. 

It was not immediately known 
how many residents were affect¬ 
ed by the shelter in place. Crosby 
has about 2,300 residents. 

From the Associated Press 


‘Pharma Bro’ 
in solitary 
confinement 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Pharmaceuti¬ 
cal honcho Martin Shkreli has 
been banished to solitary con¬ 
finement amid allegations he was 
running his drug company from 
federal prison using a contraband 
smartphone, a person familiar 
with the matter told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

Shkreli was moved to solitary 
confinement at the Fort Dix, N. J., 
facility on March 7 and is likely 
to remain there while his alleged 
conduct is investigated, the per¬ 
son said. The person wasn’t au¬ 
thorized to discuss the matter and 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

The U.S. Bureau of Prisons told 
the AP on March 8 that it was 
investigating whether Shkreli, 
known as the “Pharma Bro,” vio¬ 
lated prison rules forbidding in¬ 
mates from conducting business 
and possessing cellphones. 

That inquiry hasn’t resulted in 
any charges within the agency’s 
inmate discipline program, the 
person said, indicating that the 
matter may have been referred to 
federal prosecutors for potential 
criminal prosecution. 

Shkreli’s lawyer, Benjamin 
Brafman, declined to comment. 

The Bureau of Prisons said it 
does not release information on 
an individual inmate’s conditions 
of confinement. 

Shkreli, 36, is serving a seven- 
year sentence for lying to inves¬ 
tors in two failed hedge funds and 
cheating them out of millions. 
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UK Brexit head defends May's talks with Labour 



Video screen grab from House of Commons/AP 


British Prime Minister Theresa May speaks during Prime Minister's Questions in the House of Commons in London on Wednesday. May has 
offered to meet with opposition Labour Party leaders in her quest to break an impasse over Brexit terms. 


By Danica Kirka 
AND Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

LONDON — Britain’s Brexit 
secretary denied Wednesday that 
he was offering a “blank check” to 
the opposition Labour Party after 
Prime Minister Theresa May of¬ 
fered to meet with the party lead¬ 
er in hopes of ending the impasse 
over the U.K.’s departure from 
the European Union. 

Steve Barclay told the BBC that 
some Labour proposals, such as 
a customs union, would be “very 
difficult” for the government to 
accept, but both sides need to 
sit down and work out an agree¬ 
ment to avoid a damaging no-deal 
Brexit. But he added that the “re¬ 
morseless logic” of Parliament’s 
failure to back the prime minis¬ 
ter’s withdrawal agreement with 
the EU is that Britain must move 
toward a softer form of Brexit 

“We’re not setting pre-condi¬ 
tions, but nor is it a blank check,” 
Barclay said. 

With Britain dashing toward a 
disorderly exit from the EU with¬ 
in days. May pivoted away from 
the cliff edge Tuesday, saying she 
would seek another Brexit delay 
and hold talks with the opposi¬ 
tion to seek a compromise. After 
failing repeatedly to win Par¬ 
liament’s backing for her Brexit 
blueprint. May said the country 
needs “national unity to deliver 
the national interest.” 


Following the defeat of the 
government’s plan and a range of 
lawmaker-written alternatives. 
May said Britain would need a 
further delay to its EU departure, 
currently scheduled for April 12. 
She offered to hold talks with La¬ 
bour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn 
in an attempt to find a compro¬ 


mise solution. 

European Council President 
Donald Tusk gave a cautious wel¬ 
come to May’s change of course. 

“Even if, after today, we don’t 
know what the end result will be, 
let us be patient,” he tweeted. 

The leaders of the EU’s 27 re¬ 
maining countries have given 


the UK. until April 12 to leave 
the bloc or to come up with a new 
plan after British lawmakers 
three times rejected an agree¬ 
ment struck between the bloc and 
May late last year. 

The House of Commons has 
also failed to find a majority for 
any alternative plan in two days 


of voting on multiple options. 

Labour’s business secretary 
suggested May’s offer was long 
overdue, but that the opposition 
would enter talks with an open 
mind. 

“We’re not setting any red lines 
for these discussions with the 
prime minister,” she said. 


New Zealand police say man who 
died had backed mosque killings 


Venezuelan FM 
visits US foes 
in Middle East 

By Andrea Rosa 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Venezuela’s foreign min¬ 
ister, meeting with anti-US. allies in the 
Middle East, said Wednesday that opposi¬ 
tion leader Juan Guaido is in breach of the 
constitution and that the judiciary has to 
“take care” of it. 

Venezuela’s National Constituent Assem¬ 
bly, loyal to President Nicolas Maduro, has 
stripped Guaido of his immunity, putting 
him at risk of arrest for supposedly violat¬ 
ing the constitution when he declared him¬ 
self interim president in January. 

“He is in breach of most part of the con¬ 
stitution, so the judiciary has to take care 
of those who violated the Venezuelan law,” 
Foreign Minister Jorge Arreaza told re¬ 
porters in Beirut. 

The United States and roughly 50 other 
nations recognize Guaido as Venezuela’s 
interim leader, asserting that Maduro’s re- 
election last year was illegitimate. 

Arreaza met with Lebanon’s president 
and foreign minister in Beirut. He is ex¬ 
pected to meet with an official from the 
Hezbollah militant group before traveling 
to Syria. 

Maduro’s government has warm rela¬ 
tions with Syria and its allies in Lebanon, 
all of which are opposed to US. policies. 

Russia, a m^or backer of Syria, and 
China, which has invested heavily in Vene¬ 
zuela’s oil industry, back Maduro. 

Last weekend, a Russian aircraft car- 



Dalati Nohra/AP 


Venezuelan Foreign Minister Jorge 
Arreaza, left, shakes hands with his 
Lebanese counterpart, Gebran Bassil, in 
Beirut on Wednesday. 

rying military officials and equipment ar¬ 
rived in Caracas and is believed to have 
flown via Syria, according to Flightra- 
dar24, a flight-tracking site. Russian of¬ 
ficials have scoffed at US. demands to 
withdraw military personnel, saying their 
presence in Venezuela is fully legitimate. 

In December, Russia sent two Tu-160 
strategic bombers to Venezuela for sever¬ 
al days in a demonstration of support for 
Maduro, who has rejected demands from 
the United States and dozens of other coun¬ 
tries that he resign. 

“We have had cooperation, military and 
technical cooperation with Russia for al¬ 
most 17 years, and it’s just developing as it 
should,” Arreaza said. “The only interfer¬ 
ence we have had for 20 years, every day of 
every week of every month of every year, is 
from the United States.” 


By Nick Perry 

Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand — A man 
who apparently killed himself during a 
standoff with police had posed a “signifi¬ 
cant threat” to the community and sup¬ 
ported the actions of the man who killed 50 
Muslims at two mosques last month. New 
Zealand police said Wednesday. 

Police said Artemiy Dubovskiy, 54, also 
known as Troy, did not have a direct con¬ 
nection to the mosque gunman as they re¬ 
vealed more details about the man and his 
death last week. 

Dubovskiy first came to police attention 
after sending troubling emails referenc¬ 
ing the March 15 attacks, district police 
commander John Price said. Based on a 
tip, police searched three of Dubovskiy’s 
properties and found guns, ammunition 
and violent extremist content. 

Police found Dubovskiy in a vehicle 
about 12:30 a.m. on March 27 and negoti¬ 
ated with him for three hours before ap¬ 
proaching the vehicle and finding him 
with a mortal stab wound. They also found 
a knife. 

“Based on the nature of the items located 
during the search warrant, the nature of 
what he said to police during the negotia¬ 
tion, and subsequent enquires, police are of 
the view that Mr. Dubovskiy did pose a sig¬ 
nificant threat to the community,” Price, 
the Canterbury District commander, said 
in a statement. 

Price said they weren’t able to say more 
about the nature of that threat because 
they were still investigating two more peo¬ 


ple, and releasing details could jeopardize 
the investigation. 

Some friends and family members 
expressed concerns about bruising on 
Dubovskiy’s face. Price said police offi¬ 
cers had “forcibly extracted” Dubovskiy 
from the vehicle about 3:40 a.m., during 

I ^Police 
are of 
the view 
that Mr. 

Dubovskiy 
did pose a 
significant 
threat to 
the com¬ 
munity. ^ 

John Price in a courageous way 
police district in a potentially high- 
commander threat situation. 

Dubovskiy’s father, 
Vlad Dubovskiy, told 
the New Zealand Herald that he and his 
son moved to New Zealand from Russia in 
1997. The father said his son was fanatical 
about weapons and military history and 
had a collection of Nazi memorabilia. 

Vlad Dubovskiy told the Herald his son 
was simply a collector and never indicated 
he was going to use his guns, which includ¬ 
ed a modified semi-automatic. 

The Herald reported that Dubovskiy had 
several previous convictions. 


which time he’d also 
been bitten by a dog 
and scraped, which 
would have caused the 
bruising. 

Price said the man 
was taken along the 
ground by officers to 
a point of safety before 
crews unsuccessfully 
provided first aid. He 
said the actions of po¬ 
lice were being inves¬ 
tigated, although his 
preliminary view was 
that the officers acted 
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New anti-gay laws in Brunei prompt outcry 


By Annabelle Liang 
Associated Press 

SINGAPORE — New Islamic criminal 
laws that took effect in Brunei on Wednes¬ 
day, punishing gay sex and adultery by 
stoning offenders to death, have triggered 
an outcry from countries, rights groups 
and celebrities far beyond the tiny South¬ 
east Asian nation’s shores. 

The penalties were provided for under 
new sections of Brunei’s Shariah Penal 
Code. Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah instituted 
the code in 2014 to bolster the influence of 
Islam in the oil-rich monarchy of around 
430,000 people, two-thirds of whom are 
Muslim. 

Even before 2014, homosexuality was 
punishable in Brunei by a jail term of up 


to 10 years. The first stage of the Shariah 
Penal Code included fines or jail for of¬ 
fenses such as pregnancy out of wedlock or 
failing to pray on Fridays. 

But under the new laws — which apply 
to children and foreigners, even if they are 
not Muslim — those found guilty of gay 
sex could be stoned to death or whipped. 
Adulterers risk death by stoning too, while 
thieves face amputation of a right hand on 
their first offense and a left foot on their 
second. 

“Living in Brunei, we already knew that 
our sexual identity is taboo and should not 
be expressed. We already felt belittled be¬ 
fore the law came to place,” said a 23-year- 
old member of the LGBTQ community who 
wanted to be identified only as Kun out of 
fear of reprisal from the authorities. 


“Now with it, we feel even smaller and 
the ones who could potentially oppress us 
have more opportunity to harass us to say 
and do what they want,” he said. 

Celebrities including George Clooney, 
Elton John and Ellen DeGeneres have 
voiced opposition to the new laws, and have 
rallied a boycott of nine hotels in the U.S. 
and Europe with ties to Hassanal, who is 
still sultan. 

“Are we really going to help fund the 
murder of innocent citizens?” Clooney 
wrote March 28 on Deadline Hollywood. 

Clooney said that while you can’t shame 
“murderous regimes,” you can shame “the 
banks, the financiers and the institutions 
that do business with them.” 

There has been no vocal opposition to the 
new penalties in Brunei, where the sultan 


rules as head of state with full executive 
authority. Public criticism of his policies is 
extremely rare in the country. 

Hassanal, who has reigned since 1967, 
has previously said the Penal Code should 
be regarded as a form of “special guid¬ 
ance” from God and would be “part of the 
great history” of Brunei. 

On Tuesday, the United States joined the 
United Kingdom, Germany and France in 
urging Brunei to halt its plans. 

“The United States strongly opposes 
violence, criminalization and discrimina¬ 
tion targeting vulnerable groups, includ¬ 
ing women at risk of violence, religious 
and ethnic minorities, and lesbian, gay, bi¬ 
sexual, transgender and intersex persons,” 
State Department deputy spokesman Rob¬ 
ert Palladino said in a statement. 


Algeria plots next steps 
after president resigns 



Aaron Favila/AP 


Tarantulas inside plastic containers are shown in Manila, Philippines, on Wednesday. 

Philippines seizes 757 live tarantulas 


Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — Phil¬ 
ippine customs officials were as¬ 
tonished when they opened nicely 
gift-wrapped boxes of cookies 
and oatmeal flown in all the way 
from Poland and found a hair- 
raising contraband: hundreds of 
live tarantulas. 

Bureau of Customs personnel 


seized the 757 tarantulas at a mail 
exchange center near Manila’s 
international airport Monday and 
later arrested a Filipino man who 
tried to claim the long-legged and 
venomous spiders, which were 
declared as “collection items.” 

Philippine wildlife laws pro¬ 
hibit the trading, collection and 
possession of such spiders, which 


are popular pets among arachnid 
enthusiasts, without permits. 

Despite threats of hefty fines 
and imprisonment, a startling 
array of wildlife have been seized 
by customs inspectors by the 
hundreds in Manila since last 
year, including geckos, iguanas, 
chameleons and a popular reptile 
called bearded dragons. 


By Aomar Ouali 

Associated Press 

ALGIERS, Algeria — Algeria 
is facing a new era after Presi¬ 
dent Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s res¬ 
ignation — and questions about 
who’s in charge and what happens 
next for this gas-rich country and 
key ally to the West in fighting 
terrorism. 

Algeria’s 12-member Consti¬ 
tutional Council was expected to 
meet Wednesday to confirm the 
departure of a man who ruled 
the country for 20 years and had 
been a fixture in the Arab world’s 
political landscape for decades. 

A much-diminished Bouteflika, 
82, appeared on images shown on 
national television Tuesday night 
handing his resignation letter to 
Constitutional Council president 
Tayeb Belaiz. Bouteflika, who 
hasn’t spoken publicly to the na¬ 
tion since a 2013 stroke, appeared 
pale and weak and wore a tradi¬ 
tional robe instead of his habitual 
suits. 

Algerian protesters who drove 
Bouteflika out celebrated his de¬ 
parture with songs and flag-wav¬ 
ing in the capital Tuesday night 
— but it might not be enough to 
satisfy their demands for an over¬ 
haul of the political elite, seen as 
corrupt and secretive. 

Algeria’s Constitution says that 
when a president dies or resigns, 
the Constitutional Council con¬ 
firms the leader’s absence and 


both houses of parliament con¬ 
vene. The president of the upper 
house is named as interim leader 
for 90 days while a presidential 
election is organized. 

The current upper house presi¬ 
dent is Abdelkader Bensalah, 
who’s a Bouteflika ally — as is 
Prime Minister Noureddine 
Bedoui, accused of contributing to 
fraud in the last presidential elec¬ 
tion in 2014 and cracking down on 
past protests. Demonstrators see 
many of those who would play a 
role in the transition as part of the 
same distrusted elite. 

New protests are already 
planned for Friday, after six 
straight Fridays of mass, peace¬ 
ful gatherings that surprised the 
entrenched leadership by their 
strength and persistence. 

However the protest movement 
doesn’t have a single, unifying al¬ 
ternative to the current political 
system. 

Another question is what the in¬ 
fluential military and Bouteflika’s 
entourage will do next. Military 
chief of staff Ahmed Gaid Salah 
appeared to trigger Bouteflika’s 
departure by pushing to get him 
declared unfit for office. 

Countries around the world are 
watching Algeria’s political cri¬ 
sis, wondering whether a transfer 
of power could affect gas and oil 
deliveries to Europe, Cuba and 
around Africa — or crucial secu¬ 
rity cooperation with Europe and 
the U.S. 


Malaysia to sell yacht at center of scandal 


Associated Press 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia — Malaysia’s gov¬ 
ernment said Wednesday that a luxury yacht al¬ 
legedly bought with money stolen from a troubled 
state investment fund will be sold to casino operator 
Genting Berhad for $126 million, half its original 
price. 

Attorney General Tommy Thomas said the Admi¬ 
ralty Court on Wednesday approved the sale of the 
Equanimity, which has lavish amenities including a 
helicopter landing pad, plunge pool, gymnasium and 
a cinema. Genting will pay up by the end of April, 
making it the “highest recovery to date” for the gov¬ 


ernment from the scandal, he said in a statement. 

U.S. investigators say the $250 million yacht was 
bought with funds diverted from the IMDB fund by 
fugitive Malaysian financier Low Taek Jho, better 
known as Jho Low, believed to be a key figure in 
the theft and international laundering of $4.5 billion 
from IMDB. The yacht was seized by Indonesian au¬ 
thorities off Bali island last year in cooperation with 
the FBI and subsequently handed back to Malaysia. 

The U.S. Justice Department, one of several for¬ 
eign agencies investigating the IMDB scandal, had 
listed the yacht among the assets it could seize and 
sell to recover stolen funds. 



Ambros Boli Berani/AP 


The luxury yacht Equanimity, shown in Bali, Indonesia, in February 
2018, is being sold by the Malaysian government to recoup money 
from a financial scandal. 
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What happened? 


Terrible opening weekend for The Beach Bum’ 
seems to signal official end of McConaissance 




By Sonia Rao 

The Washington Post 

^ he Beach Bum” contains so 

* I many absurdities that the act 
I of singling one out can speak 

volumes — it’s a Rorschach 
test in the form of a Harmony Korine film. 
Perhaps it’s fitting that a writer would fix¬ 
ate on how Matthew McConaughey’s scrag- 
gly Stoner, Moondog, describes his written 
work: “That’s great poetry,” he declares 
with a laugh that falls somewhere between 
a snicker and a tee-hee. He applies the same 
description to the memory of his daughter’s 
“bloody” birth while giving a toast at her 
wedding. 

Korine’s characters describe the carefree 
Moondog as a poetic genius, which makes 
sense for a writer-director whose last fea¬ 
ture, “Spring Breakers,” depicted a grimy 
James Franco in a similar light. Other Ror¬ 
schach interpreters might refer to Moon¬ 
dog as the guy who smokes a blunt from 
between his wife’s toes, or as someone who 
gulps down Pabst Blue Ribbon-infused milk 
from his cat’s bowl. 

“The Beach Bum” follows the Florida 
man’s misadventures for a meandering 
95 minutes, resulting in an iffy movie that 
nonetheless allows the actor to shine in what 
might be his kookiest role yet. It showcases 
McConaughey at his McConaughiest. Yet, 
as intriguing as that may sound, the pub¬ 
lic hasn’t yet bought into the premise: The 
plotless comedy grossed only $1.8 million 
last weekend, marking what several reports 
have deemed the weakest wide release of 
McConaughey’s career. 

To make matters worse, the box-office 
bomb follows that of his last project, “Se¬ 
renity,” which made only $4.4 million in its 
opening weekend after distributor Aviron 
Pictures decided that the movie, which also 
stars Anne Hathaway, wasn’t good enough 
to promote. Preceding that was a string of 
titles that many wouldn’t recall: “White Boy 
Rick,” “The Dark Tower” and “Gold.” 

So what’s going on with Matthew 
McConaughey? 

This didn’t seem to be the direction his 
career would take after he picked up an 
Oscar five years ago for “Dallas Buyers 
Club,” in which he played a Texas man in 
the 1980s who distributes experimental 
drugs to AIDS patients after receiving a 
diagnosis himself. The film earned around 
$27 million domestically but attracted posi¬ 
tive reviews, many of which expressed sur¬ 
prise at what an actor frequently associated 
with commercial romantic comedies (“How 
to Lose a Guy in 10 Days,” “Fool’s Gold,” 
“Failure to Launch”) proved he could do 
with a purely dramatic role. 

The notion of a “McConaissance” went 
from floating around cinephile circles to 
firmly cementing in the public conscious¬ 
ness — perhaps McConaughey would find 
success as a consistent Serious Actor with 
a sprinkle of eccentricity, which his roles in 
“Magic Mike,” “The Wolf of Wall Street,” 
“Interstellar” and HBO’s “True Detective” 
seemed to indicate. 

But the McConaissance met a slow demise 
after those projects, and the talented actor’s 
recent roles put a final nail in its coffin. To 
be fair, he never bought into the second-act 
narrative in the first place: “That whole 


thing was much less of a 
180 for myself than people 
seemed to think,” he said 
last year. “There was this 
narrative of ‘then’ and ‘now’ 

I didn’t get a new acting coach 
or take a new class. I just said, 

‘F— the bucks — I’m going 
for the experience’ in the 
things I was choosing.” 

That motivation is clear 
as can be when it comes to 
“Serenity,” which ranks 
among the most confound¬ 
ing films released in the 
past year. (That’s saying a 
lot, given the proximity of its 
release date to that of “Alita: 

Battle Angel.”) Writer-director 
Steven Knight’s pulpy movie cen¬ 
ters on McConaughey’s Baker Dill, a 
traumatized veteran who lives on an 
island called Plymouth and drinks 
way too much alcohol out of a mug 
that reads “World’s Greatest Dad.” 

He searches furiously for a single 
tuna named Justice, a fishing quest 
that takes up a great deal of real es¬ 
tate in a movie that’s supposed to be 
about Baker’s ex-wife (Anne Ha¬ 
thaway) asking him to murder her 
new husband (Jason Clarke). 

There’s a massive plot twist that 
turns “Serenity” into an even nut¬ 
tier movie, but “The Beach Bum” is 
where McConaughey, who was once 
arrested for marijuana possession 
while playing bongo drums in the nude, 
truly achieves his peak form. Moondog 
might not look for a fish named Jus¬ 
tice, but he does dress like Guy Fieri 
on acid, trash his wealthy wife’s man¬ 
sion with a ragtag crew of drunks 
and bust out of rehab with a panini- 
bearded Zac Efron. He smokes weed 
and dances on fancy boats with his 
friends Lingerie (Snoop Dogg) and 
Jimmy Buffett (Jimmy Buffett). 

He’s also an acclaimed writer. 

While some critics embrace 
the film’s chaos, others find fault _ 
with its lack of a cohesive narra¬ 
tive. McConaughey is a reliable 
performer who brings life to 
both “Serenity” and “The Beach 
Bum” — after all, this is the guy 
charismatic enough to make all of 
America go, “All right, all right, all 
right” after he won an Oscar and 
referenced his “Dazed and Con¬ 
fused” character’s catchphrase 
— but his latest films seem to 
have lost the ability to please crit¬ 
ics, as they did in the McConais¬ 
sance era, or attract audiences, as they did 
in his rom-com days. 

In a confused daze of our own, we come 
up with a final interpretation of a particu¬ 
larly memorable scene from late in “The 
Beach Bum.” Moondog laughs hysterically 
as, after a moment of suspense, he emerg¬ 
es on a lifeboat from intense flames of his 
own creation, like a phoenix rising from the 
ashes. If we’re to take Moondog’s relentless 
optimism to heart, we might also take this 
as a sign that McConaughey’s career will be 
reborn as well. 

That would be great poetry. 



Matthew McConaughey 
is pictured in a scene 
from “The Beach Bum,” 
the latest in a string of duds 
after a run of critically 
acclaimed roles that included 
his Oscar-winning turn 
in “Dallas Buyers Club.” 


Courtesy of NEON 


50 Cent finally 
sells mansion 

Associated Press 

50 Cent’s 50,000-square-foot 
mansion — which first went on 
the market 12 years ago — has 
finally sold at a fraction of the 
rapper’s original asking price. 

Jennifer Leahy, an agent at 
Douglas Elliman in Greenwich, 
Conn., told the Hartford Courant 
that the 21-bedroom, 25-bath¬ 
room home in Farmington, Conn., 
was sold for $2.9 million. She did 
not disclose the buyer. 

The sale was first reported by 
The Wall Street Journal. 

The rapper, whose real name is 
Curtis James Jackson III, asked 
$18.5 million for the 17-acre estate 
in 2007. Jackson purchased the 
mansion in 2004 from boxer Mike 
Tyson for $4.1 million, then sank 
millions into it for renovations. 

The home has an indoor pool, 
a gym, racquetball courts and a 
dance room. 

Patterson gives $1.25IVI 
to classroom libraries 

James Patterson’s latest gift for 
literacy is a $1.25 million pledge 
to classroom libraries. 

The best-selling author on 
Tuesday announced the fifth 
installment for his Patterson 
Partnership, formed in coordina¬ 
tion with Scholastic Book Club. 
Patterson is giving $250 each to 
4,000 teachers around the U.S. 
to help purchase books. He is 
also distributing $500 each to 
500 teachers with three or fewer 
years of experience. Scholastic 
will match Patterson with gifts of 
250 and 500 bonus points for its 
book club. 

In recent years, Patterson has 
donated millions to schools, inde¬ 
pendent booksellers and literacy 
programs. Patterson said in a 
statement Tuesday that illiteracy 
was a “daunting issue” and giving 
kids access to books was “an ex¬ 
cellent place to start.” 

Other news 

■ Cardi Band Travis Scott will 
headline Jay-Z’s annual Made in 
America festival. Live Nation and 
Roc Nation announced Tuesday 
that the festival will return to 
Philadelphia’s Benjamin Frank¬ 
lin Parkway on Aug. 31-Sept. 1. 
Other performers include Juice 
WRLD, James Blake, Kodak 
Black, Kaskade, Tierra Whack, 
Blueface, Anderson. Paak and 
The Free Nationals, Jorja Smith, 
Jacob Banks, KAYTRANADA, 
Grace Carter and Pink Sweat$. 

■ ABBA’S Bjorn Ulvaeus told 
Denmark’s Ekstra Bladet tab¬ 
loid on Wednesday that fans can 
expect a new song “in Septem¬ 
ber or October” from the four- 
member Swedish pop group that 
broke up 37 years ago. The band 
said Ulvaeus, Benny Andersson, 
Anni-Frid Lyngstad and Agnetha 
Faltskog reunited to plan a virtu¬ 
al tour featuring digital avatars, 
and that one of the two new songs 
is entitled “I Still Have Faith in 
You.” ABBA shot to fame by win¬ 
ning the 1974 Eurovision Song 
Contest with “Waterloo,” and had 
big hits in the 1970s, including 
“Dancing Queen,” before split¬ 
ting up in 1982. 
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MONTH OF THE 
MILITARY CHILD 



Traveling 'i' 
Paddy's boots 


I am Z aKcl a kaLf 
»^ears oLd, AkcI Ekts 
Is my secoKd duty 
LocaHoK g^lEk my 
family, I w^as borK Ik 
H a<A>all aKd comlKg lo 
<SrermaKy vioas realty 
kard for me bo 
adjust. Bub oKce 
I started 90IK3 
to daycare aKd 
mommy telllK^ 
me Its 9olK0 to 
be ok, I made 
Ke<A) frleKds 
aKd KotA> I 
love 90IK9 to 
daycare, T>oK‘t 
kKovw) wokere woe 
wolll eKd up Kext^ 
but belK9 able bo 
travel tke woorld 
at a youK9 a9e Is 
pretty cool, 

*- lyada^ 
AKsback CT>C 


KroS,TELLUS 
YOUR STORY! I 

Check out more 
military children stories at; 
militarychild.stripes.eom 
/ • 

Send your T^onth of the 
l^ilitary Child submission to , 
7AilitaryChild@stripes.eom 
by April 20 1 


See new thing 


sometimes ifs hard. 

Shave to leave behind pets, and take long 
p^ne rides. A good thing is that you can 
see new things. 

By; Caroline O, 
Aviano Elementary School 


I will remember 

T like being a military child because I 
* can go to military school. I love being a 
military child. Next January I have to go 
away to go to my gramma's house. I will 
remember when I was a military child. 

By: Julian G. 
Aviano Elementary School 


Learn new things 

I think being a military child is 

AWESOME!!! Except the part where your 
parents have to deploy. The other part is 
you move a LOT!!! I like moving because 
I can learn different languages! I have a 
smell house I hope I get a bigger house 
when I move somewhere else. You also get 
to learn new things!!! 


ivinc non stop to many places 

.t aLd where I am from and I never know how to answer 
avln? the known places and discoverln? somewhere new 
ages in my mind of all the friends I leave behind 
ars I shed has I leave the people and things I love 
Dusting to the new places • .4. 

sponsible is how I must act when my dad isn t home 
;arbooks from different schools I had to go to 
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IVIoves a Id 
I ntelifgen] 

Lovirv 


The MiUtarv 


Ilk* Wni lb* H infi^ 

~“7 AnJ 


ndestructjbie 


al§tfte^;TeaGh*ei 


4 


Ambftiousj” 

Remarkabii 

your parents get deploye j 


The Price Of Freedom 

lAan have fought with each other 

almost 

Since the beginning of time and 

during these wars 

Others have gotten caught between 

them and are forced 

To move, restart friendships, and 

suffer losses 

It all seems rough, but in the end, 

we owe it all to 

The men, woman, and indirectly 

children, who set us 

Free 

- Andrew Ahlgrimm, Okinawa 




ELIZABETH H, AVIANO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


.e I ng iprdteetecf ► by: the 


ELEANOR B, AVIANO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


Ho«e. MynanHiftOsbfMandlBinA 
[niiBryhtd. MyiM<f Jn [DlHvy, Ha b 
dAfilOyAd and nOy ■* nq| bn Iha milftpry, 

Wv Dad b In B ffiuRtry and iw taaDikna 




R 


ewards with good money 


[T* earn wort 


KAELYNN C, AVIANO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


JALEYA R, AVIANO 

elementary school 




GABRIEL M, AVIANO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


'eh'm^es we feel alone 
Butthafsnotfheend 


dby. hia'ibbjaBtepip<Kt'iHKnNiilivlf>H 
Mb otuHm unjb dtr 41 (Mirw. Bvl hv Kb 
lallV Ui plW iMTb riUnb>":l And tM U 
WHib BH tD-CH-Mnan ilw 






MICHAEL L, AVIANO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


CAMRYN M, AVIANO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


MATTEO M, AVIANO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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Celebrating Month of the Military Child 



DuiA,ii atAci rouAci tt 0oes—where it stops, 
wobody tewows. 

I L-lfe ns a rvii-Lttnry brnt Is a Lot Ltfee n 

prize wheel Iw n fnlr. A bly part of tt ts the Lu.c.fe of the 
draw, beonu.se tt feels Itfee just whew you're settltwy 
doww soruewhere, the wheel notunlly turws nyntw, 
nwd thew the wnvy sewds us hnlfwny nrouwd the 
world twstend. 

It onw be exotttwy, beonuse you yet to see so runwy 
different thtwys nwd lenrw about so runwy different 
cultures. lAp uwttl reoewtly, we were stnttowed nt 
howte tw vtrytwtn. Before that, we were tw snsebo, 
jnpnw. But wow? We're tw Mnwnm.n, Bnhrntw. Life 
ts exotttwy, nwd dtfferewt, nwd wiy fnwttly nwd i see 
dtfferewt parts of the world that wot m,nwy people 
yet to see or expertewoe. 

But the prize wheel tsw't always yood, evew thouyh 
tt m-tyht be nt first ylnwce. it caw yet lowely. Mntetwy 
frtewds who live halfway across the world rwenws rll 
always have sowteowe to tnlfe to whew i yo bncfe, but 
whew the wheel sptws nrouwd nyatw, m,y fnwitly rutyht 
be sewt away, to sowtewhere else. 

still, life ns n m,tlttary brat ts nwtnzlwy. Mawy 


people ytve up their lives to be able to travel the world, 
nwd as a witlttary brat. It's just all a part of the job 
descrlptlow! It has Its ups awd dowws,just Ittee a wheel, 
but wo wtatter where It lawds, there'll always be n prize 
nwd I would wot trade that for nwythlwy else. 

- Mndlsow Maher, Bnhrntw Mlddle/tflyh school 
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KEEP IT UP 

Military child, military child. 
However do you keep calm and mild? 

If I were you, I would have gone wild. 
Moving from place to place. 

How do you keep up the pace? 
Moving around like a mouse in a race. 

Keep it up, military child. 

You're doing great. 


By Linette Akers, Korea 


HOW IT FEELS TO BE A MILITARY BRAT 

I am proud to be a military child. 

It makes my heart go wild. 

I am proud. 

I like to look at the American flag. - 
It would be a great dog tag. ■ 

I am proud. ’ 

I like to be in the army base. 

It makes me feel safe. 

I am safe. 

I like to be connected to the military. 

It makes me think less scary. 

I like the military. £ 

I like to be a military brat I 

By wearing a military hat. ^ 

I like to be a military brat. 

I thank the soldier 
Because they are bolder. 

I thank the soldier. / 


CklLdlreK 

kave 

tkelr sa.M 

/-=9I ^ 


NEVER FAR FROM HOME 

Birds flying high. 

It's time to say goodbye. 

Military children, high up in the sky. 

The place we loved. 

Friends and beloved. 

We leave them behind. 

We go to a new home. 

After their “tsetchem leshalom." 

But a military child is never far from home. 
We get on a plane. 

It may rain. 

We stay in a hotel for several days. 
With love and affection. 

Farewells and valediction, 

A military child finally settles down. 

In a strange place before the next journey. 
By Jay Lee, Korea 


A s a miltfary child, some would think that it’s fun because you get to explore 
and try new things and some would think it’s also hard. I think it’s great 
being a military child because knowing that my step-dad is serving for 
United States makes me proud but the fact that he has to be deployed is sad and 
hard too. Moving every 2-3 years is hard because packing is tiring and getting 
the stuff all in place in a new house is hard because sometimes the house gets 
pack with furniture or clothes or decorations. When you thought of settling to a 
new place and then packing and moving to a new place again is tough because 
you have to meet new people. Especially as a student, new school meaning new 
friends and new teachers, sometimes saying “Thank 6odl I know someone 
here!” is like the best thing that ever happened because if you knew no one, it 
would be hard to make friends especially if some has anxiety or are shy to do so. 
Having friends around the world who was social media are the best to keep in 
touch with them but some of them that you knew might’ve forgotten you or look 
like strangers because you guys don’t talk anymore or unfollowed each other 
on social medias. Moving away is like towards to dystopia, saying goodbyes 
to friends are worst until you find new people again and it’s like going back to 
utopia. 

- Alya Versoza, Japan 


My military family. 

Is certainly the best. 

They help me get through bad things. 
Or help me pass a test. 

When we move to someplace new. 
They're good to have around. 

So I keep in mind, 

When leaving friends behind, 

I have my military family. 

I won't have to worry. 

As long as they're around, 

'Cause they are friends I'll always have. 


H ome is defined as the place where one live permanently. As 
a military child, home to me is different from many people. 

It is not a house with white picket fence in the country or a 
tiny apartment in the middle of the city. It’s also not a mansion in the 
Hollywood Hills or a condo by the beach. For me, home is in the arms 
of my parents. Yes! I call my parents my home because as a military 
child moving is a very common occurrence in my life. One day we’re 
in Corpus Christi, Texas, the next day we’re in Okinawa, Japan and 
after a few years, who knows where? Since I don’t have the pleasure 
of calling a single place my permanent home, I instead call the only 
thing that permanent in my life my home and that is my parents. 


Semper Fidelis 

scrapes by the shipload, scratches by tt 

Ses and problems by the truckload, 

jump the handgun. 

Bumps and bruises stars 


M onth of the military child is to represent the sacrifices made by 
military families. The month it is celebrated in, is April. Being a 
military child can be hard, because of all the moving that has to 
happen. Vou always have to leave behind friends that you had finally gotten 
used to. It’s really hard trying to get use to moving about every three years. 
Vbu leave behind families, friends, the important bonds and connections 
you had made with them. 

Getting to meet new people. When meeting new people, it is kind of hard 
to do for some at least. It is also very difficult moving overseas. When 
moving overseas, your moving to a place of different culture, which will take 
a little getting used to. Get used to the culture takes time you have to learn 
how not to act rude when off base. It will be weird when not knowing their 
language. Vou have to make new friends, but you’ll start thinking about how 
you’ll be moving, and you most likely won’t see them again. At first, you will 
probably think that your the odd person, but really your not. Most of the 
people you meet, if you go to school on base, probably have felt that exact 
same thing. They also know what it is like moving to a lot of different places. 

There is also pretty good things about moving. These things are moving 
to new places that not everyone has the chance to do, new foods, learning 
more about what is happening around the world, etc. Moving to new places 
are good because you can experience new things that even most adults 
wouldn’t be able to do. There food, new food is nice trying, you’ll have pretty 
interesting foods you’d never thought of before or even existed. 

The children of the military have to go through problems, like knowing 
that their parents are working in dangerous areas and other things; they 
also have to learn resilience and have the strength to do what is right, they 
have to carry this throughout their life. Being a military child is difficult, but 
can be fun as well. 


I love my military family, all 

They really are the best. 

They always care for me and, 
always hope for the best. 

My military family is the best one on the earth. 

They are the best 
even in the universe. 

They all are kind and caring, 

(but me siblings are not the best at sharing) 

My military family. 

Is certainly the best. 

I love my military family. 

They really are the best. 

- Jane Dick, Japan 


StTn the end fri'umphs by the boatload 
InVlove protected by the shotgun. 

We all need to stay together. _ 


Hundreds of miles gone 
Always with the flag we sen 
Pray for Dad's return 

By Kelly Cousens, Okinawa 


We live far from home, 
meeting new friends just like us. 

Friendships always fade 
like the flowers from spring time, 
but new ones will bloom again. 

By Lily Tayag, Okinawa 


military-connected child 
worldly, flexible 
PCSing, engaging, discovering 
watching as friends go 
DoDE/fe kid 


^ My Military Family 

My military family will never hurt my feelings, 
and will always help me. 

When I'm dealing with school drama. 

When I'm outside, and I am alone, my military 
family 

Comes to me, and helps get rid of my sorrow. 
When I lose a friend. 

My family says to me, 

“Don't be sad. Think about family!" 
However, some of my friends, I will never leave. 
Including, 

Jane, Malia, Liliana, Alison, Jayda, Marlee, Ken¬ 
nedy, and most of all my teacher 
Mrs. Debus! 

So whenever I feel sad. 

Or whenever I'm alone, 

I just think about my military family. 

And then I feel better. 

So in my opinion, whenever you're sad or alone. 
Just think about you're military family. 

Then you will feel a lot better! 

- Ethel Nelson, Japan 


I ’ve been in many different places around the world, 
yet I don’t know where my heart truly lies in this 
world. I’ve made so many wonderful friends, and lost 
most of them. I don’t even know if they remember me 
after I left, or if they’re talking about me when I’m gone. 
To me, they’re like images of gods that will live forever, 
but to them, I bet I’m a temporary ketchup stain on a polo 
shirt to them. It’s hard to be a military child, with the 
smiles and tears, mixed emotions, the feeling of relief and 
despair at the same time. It can have pros- It could prove 
that you’re strong, cool, and get to explore more places, 
but it also has its setbacks, with leaving your beloved 
back at one of the many homes you’ve been to. Parents 
seem numb to the changes on the outside, but within the 
dense bark of the tree lies the vulnerable soft sap that’ll 
melt down when exposed. 

-Kairi Bonzo, Okinawa 


The military is tearing my family apart! My 
mom and dad are divorced. When my dad is 
away for work I can't spend as much time 
with him. Traveling in the military lets me 
learn about different cultures. We will be 
moving soon again for my dad's work and 
then we can move into our new house. Being 
in the military can be hard. 

- Aurora Miller, Okinawa 


Being a military kid is fun. I get to travel to a 
lot of different places. I get to try new things 
that are fun and I get to meet new people. 
Sometimes the people I meet are funny. A lot 
of times we have to fly a plane. We will go 
somewhere and we have to pack a lot of things. 
Then we will go home. Being a military kid is 
fun. 

- Cailey Guzman, Okinawa 
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OPINION _ 

Restoring fairness on death row clergy 


By Stephen L. Carter 

Bloomberg News 

T he Supreme Court has been taking 
a surely unexpected shellacking 
for its decision last week to stay the 
execution of a Buddhist inmate in 
Texas unless the state allows either his own 
spiritual adviser or a “Buddhist reverend 
of the state’s choosing” to accompany him 
to the death chamber. Had the inmate been 
a Christian or a Muslim, the short opinion 
notes, he would have had the company of 
an appropriate pastor. An obvious case of 
religious discrimination. So why the flak? 

Because just this past February, in one 
of the most outrageous cases I have seen 
in my 30 years of writing about religious 
freedom, the justices denied a nearly iden¬ 
tical petition from a Muslim inmate in 
Alabama, who was forced to leave this life 
without the accompaniment of an imam. 
The earlier decision was horrific, as I 
wrote at the time. “There can be, and is, 
a lot of debate about the right standards 
for judging a claim of religious freedom,” 
I noted. “But this should have been an easy 
decision.” 

So, like most religious freedom advo¬ 
cates, I was relieved by the court’s swift 
and sudden change of mind. It’s terrible 
that an inmate had to die in order to swing 
a couple of justices around, but at least now 
things are pointed in the right direction. 

Except this is an era of suspicion of 
everyone’s motives, so people are read¬ 
ing an awful lot into the court’s collective 
mind. Was the switch because Domineque 


Ray, the petitioner in February’s case, was 
black, and Patrick Murphy, the petitioner 
in last week’s case, is white? Could the ex¬ 
planation lie in a hidden animus toward 
Islam? 

Well, we certainly live in a time of enor¬ 
mous and at times fatal discrimination 
against black people; we live, too, in a time 
of enormous fear and animosity toward 
Islam. But when it comes to judging, I 
prefer to believe that superior reasoning 
makes the difference — meaning that the 
simplest explanation for the latest deci¬ 
sion is that two justices realized they were 
wrong. 

Back in my days teaching introduc¬ 
tory constitutional law, I used to tell my 
students that the Supreme Court should 
overrule itself on one of two schedules: 
very, very quickly or very, very slowly. If 
the justices come to a swift realization that 
they’ve blundered, they should reach for a 
case that gives them the chance to correct 
their error. In this way, they keep a mqjor 
mistake from becoming an oft-applied 
precedent. 

Once a precedent is well-established, 
however, the unwinding of its settled ef¬ 
fects is trickier. Lots of rights and duties 
have been adjudicated. Lots of expecta¬ 
tions have been settled. 

This isn’t to say that long-standing prec¬ 
edents can’t be overturned. Of course they 
can, and often should. My point is only that, 
in such a case, “We finally have five votes” 
is nearly always a terrible reason to change 
the interpretation of the Constitution. 

The wrongheaded decision in Dunn 


V. Ray fits into the first category — deci¬ 
sions that should be revisited with haste 
— because it involves the conditions under 
which the state may take a human life. Even 
if we believe there are people who deserve 
to die, I hope we don’t believe that some of 
them, depending on what faith they follow, 
should be deprived of spiritual consolation 
at the end of their lives. 

I’m glad the Supreme Court has had a 
change of heart; and I’m glad the change 
of heart has come quickly. Patrick Murphy 
has no control over when or how he dies. 
But now he will have a measure of control 
over who will be there to console him — the 
last decision he will make on this earth. 
Domineque Ray was deprived of the same 
autonomy. But at least the next Muslim in¬ 
mate to face execution won’t be. 

Understand the point. The issue is not 
whether there should be a death penalty. 
It is not how swiftly those sitting on death 
row should be executed. It is not the justice 
of a particular technology of execution. 

The issue — the only issue — is whether 
the Constitution allows the state to provide 
religious support at the end to inmates of 
particular faiths and not others. That is a 
simple and straightforward matter of re¬ 
ligious freedom, arising at the time when, 
for so many, God matters most. Thank God 
that the justices finally got it right. 

Stephen L. Carter is a Bloomberg Opinion 
columnist. He is a professor of law at Yale 
University and was a clerk to U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Thurgood Marshall. His latest nonfiction 
book is “Invisible: The Forgotten Story of the 
Black Woman Lawyer Who Took Down America’s 
Most Powerful Mobster.” 


Making a broken organ-donation system worse 


By David Von Drehle 

The Washington Post 

A ccess to organ transplants is 
a broken system in the United 
States — and everyone involved 
knows it. If you need a lifesaving 
transplant, your hopes depend on where 
you live and how much money you have. 
And there’s no justice in that. 

The mystery is how best to fix it. 

Here’s the root of the problem: Generally 
speaking, people who live in the Midwest 
and the South are more willing to donate 
organs than people who live in our biggest 
cities. The reasons may be complicated, 
but the numbers are undeniable. Yet large 
cities contain the greatest numbers of pa¬ 
tients waiting for donor organs. 

Organ transplants have traditionally 
been organized on a regional basis — for 
good reason. Speed counts when organs are 
harvested, transported and transplanted. 
It matters how long it takes to get a liver or 
a lung from donor to recipient, and greater 
distances often require more time. 

Moreover, those who recruit organ do¬ 
nors find that people often respond more 
generously if they believe their sacrifice 
will benefit their own communities rath¬ 
er than vanish into some faraway supply 
chain. 

The combination of these two facts — lo¬ 
cation of supply and distribution by region 
— has meant that historically, patients in 
need of a transplant had a better chance if 
they lived in, say, St. Louis or Wichita than 
New York or San Francisco. 

Compounding the regional disparity 
is the ability of wealthy patients to move 
around the country to improve their odds 
— a strategy unavailable to poor patients. 
Thus, California’s Steve Jobs, the late Apple 
billionaire, received a liver transplant in 
Tennessee, where organ donations are 
common. At the same time, sick patients 
from the Bay Area who lacked money to 


Instead of dividing scarce 
resources among desperate 
patients, HHS should be 
expanding the supply to the 
benefit of every patient. 


relocate died on the waiting list. 

There’s something dystopian about such 
unequal access to life, the first and funda¬ 
mental Jeffersonian liberty. But the organ 
problem can’t be waved away by the wand 
of redistribution: from heartlanders ac¬ 
cording to their ability to city folk accord¬ 
ing to their need. The latest attempt at 
wand-waving is liable to make the problem 
worse, not better. 

Late last year, the government panel that 
sets rules for organ distribution — pressed 
by lawsuits on behalf of urban patients 
— made an abrupt decision that effectively 
enlarged the regions in which organs are 
shared. Wider boundaries will give mqjor 
cities access not just to nearby organs, but 
to the more abundant harvests in the Mid¬ 
west and Deep South. 

The plan is meeting stout opposition 
from the likes of Sens. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., 
and Charles Grassley, R-Iowa. These key 
allies of Senate M^ority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., are appealing to the De¬ 
partment of Health and Human Services 
to explain and eventually reconsider. 

HHS Secretary Alex Azar should send 
this one back to the drawing board. 

The important question here is not how 
to share the shortage. Patients in Kansas 
City or Omaha should not wait longer so 
that patients in Chicago can wait less. 

The question is, how do we persuade 
citizens in our largest cities to sign up as 
organ donors? Instead of dividing scarce 
resources among desperate patients, HHS 


should be expanding the supply to the ben¬ 
efit of every patient. 

New York’s organ donation system, in 
particular, is an appalling wreck. The 
agency in charge of organ donations for 
New York City has been on the verge of los¬ 
ing its contract for years — yet no matter 
how poorly it performs, the contract con¬ 
tinues. Until recently, the state placed hur¬ 
dles in the way of drivers who wanted their 
licenses to record their desire to donate. 

Perhaps most shocking, some of the 
hospitals in New York best known for 
transplant surgery have only the flimsiest 
protocols for encouraging their own pa¬ 
tients to be donors, according to The New 
York Times. 

But the problems aren’t limited to New 
York. A recent report in The Washington 
Post told of a human heart left behind on 
an airplane by a careless transport team. 

A lot of mishmash and blah-blah gets 
spread around whenever someone digs into 
the shortage of big-city donations. Asian 
immigrants are supposedly reluctant to 
donate. City dwellers don’t trust hospitals 
— again, supposedly. Supporting data is, 
shall we say, sketchy. 

What’s clear is that organ donation 
is rarely a priority for big cities. It isn’t 
pressed by local governments, schools, 
churches, hospitals or media outlets. 

By contrast, I live in a Midwestern city 
where a 15-year-old boy was killed in an 
automobile accident last year. When his 
parents donated their son’s organs to save 
five or more lives, the name of Alex Car¬ 
ney was celebrated on newscasts and in 
newspapers. Squads of doctors and senior 
hospital staffs pitched in to make that har¬ 
vest as fruitful as it could possibly be. 

That spirit of celebrating sacrifice is the 
key to encouraging organ donation. We 
need to share the pride, not the pain. 

DaUd VonhrehlF'is a WaThington PosCcoTumnist.” 

He is the author of “Rise to Greatness: Abraham 
Lincoln and America’s Most Perilous Year.” 
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Fresh food trend is going to the dogs, cats 



Allen G. Breed/AP 


Dr. Lindsey Sullen, a pet nutrition specialist, pets Benko, a golden 
retriever with weight issues, at the Veterinary Specialty Hospital in 
Cary, N.C. 


By Dee-Ann Durbin 
Associated Press 

DETROIT — Kibbles for Fido? 
Nope. These days he’s getting 
diced chicken with sweet pota¬ 
toes and spinach. 

U.S. pet owners are increasing¬ 
ly feeding fresh food to their dogs 
and cats. Some order pre-propor- 
tioned meals of meat and vegeta¬ 
bles or frozen raw meat online. 
Others find them in refrigerators 
at big retailers like Walmart. 

Later this spring, Petco and its 
partner, California-based Just- 
FoodForDogs, will open a kitchen 
at its flagship store in New York 
where it expects to make 2,000 
pounds of fresh pet food every 
day. 

Proponents say fresh foods 
preserve nutrients better than 
canned or dried ones, mimic an¬ 
cestral diets and improve pets’ 
health. 

“Just as people have become 
skeptical of highly processed 
foods for themselves, they’re 
looking critically at their pets’ 
foods as well,” said Amy Zal- 
neraitis, part-owner and chief 
brand officer of We Feed Raw, a 
10-year-old raw food meal plan 
service based in Maine. “They 
think: How could something with 
a shelf life of over year be better 
than real, fresh food?” 

But some veterinarians ques¬ 
tion the trend. They say estab¬ 
lished pet food companies like 
51-year-old Royal Canin are 
backed by decades of research, 
while the verdict is still out on 
fresh food. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration says raw pet food 
has a high risk of bacterial con¬ 
tamination. The agency is also 
investigating a link between 
grain-free diets that contain peas. 


lentils and potatoes and elevated 
levels of heart disease in dogs. 

“There are so many essential 
nutrients, from all different class¬ 
es, that need to be considered,” 
said Dr. Lindsey Bullen, a pet 
nutrition specialist with the Vet¬ 
erinary Specialist Hospital of the 
Carolinas. “If they are too high 
or too low, or in an inappropriate 
proportion, it can cause signifi¬ 
cant problems for that pet that the 
client might not see for months or 
years to come.” 

Bullen said about 20 percent of 
her clients feed their pets fresh 
food. When they do, she said, she 
questions them about the recipes 
they’re following to make sure 
they’re providing essential nu¬ 
trients. Canine and feline supple¬ 
ments can help round out fresh 
meals. 

Pet food trends tail human 


ones. When gravy was popular in 
the 1950s, Gravy Train dog food 
appeared. In the 1980s, Fancy 
Feast cat food mirrored a grow¬ 
ing interest in gourmet food. 

This time, younger buyers are 
fueling the trend, choosing pet 
foods they consider safer and 
more natural, said consulting 
firm Mintel. 

U.S. sales of fresh pet food in 
groceries and pet stores jumped 
70% to more than $546 million 
between 2015 and 2018, accord¬ 
ing to data firm Nielsen. 

That doesn’t include online 
sales or people making their own 
fresh pet food. It’s still just a frac¬ 
tion of the $25 billion U.S. pet 
food market. 

Deb Colgan was initially hesi¬ 
tant when she caught her hus¬ 
band feeding raw meat to their 
two German shepherds seven 


years ago. But after researching 
the benefits, they started buying 
raw meat and bones from the gro¬ 
cery. She works with her vet and 
adds supplements. 

One of her dogs stopped vomit¬ 
ing regularly and gained weight. 
The other stopped getting ear and 
urinary tract infections. Those 
dogs eventually died, but the Col- 
gans have continued the diet with 
two new dogs. 

“It’s very much a relief they 
are so healthy, and we do believe 
it’s because of how they eat,” said 
Colgan, of Oconomowoc, Wis. “I 
can’t imagine us ever going back 
to commercial.” 

Feeding pets raw food is the 
most expensive option. According 
to Nielsen data, the average fresh 
pet food costs $5.26 per pound, 
while the average frozen raw pet 
food is $6.23 per pound. 

Colgan spends $300 a month on 
three 10-pound rolls of meat plus 
vegetables, fruit, fish and freeze- 
dried dog treats. 

By comparison, 30 pounds of 
Freshpet Vital brand turkey, peas 
carrots and rice, which is sold in 
refrigerated tubes, costs around 
$85. A 31-pound bag of Purina 
One Smart Blend dry dog food 
costs $33.79 on Amazon.com. 

NomNomNow, which makes 
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pre-proportioned fresh meals 
specific to each pet, says its ser¬ 
vice costs $2.60 to $3.80 per meal 
for a 35-pound dog and $1.50 to 
$2.80 per meal for a 12-pound cat. 
That’s a lot more than a 55-cent 
can of Friskies, but it’s in line 
with some prescription pet foods. 

The San Francisco-based com¬ 
pany, which was founded four 
years ago, says it’s making hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of meals per 
month and delivering them to 
customers in 48 states. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (April 4).$1.1543 

Dollar buys (April 4).€0.8663 

British pound (April 4).$1.35 

Japanese yen (April 4).92.00 

South Korean won (April 4).1,106.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3137 

Canada (Dollar) 1 3329 

China (Yuan) 6 7114 

Denmark (Krone).6.6443 

Egypt (Pound).17.3376 

Euro.$1.1239/0.8897 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8496 

Hungary (Forint).284.98 

Israel (Shekel) 3 6021 

Japan (Yen).111.42 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3045 

Norway (Krone).8.5646 

Philippines (Peso).52.13 

Poland (Zloty) 3 82 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7483 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3533 

South Korea (Won).1,134.89 

Switzerland (Franc).1.0016 

Thailand (Baht).31.76 

Turkey (Lira).5.6279 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Discount rate. 

Federal funds market 

3-month bill.. 

30-year bond. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Hotel amenity 
4 Beach bucket 
8 “— it going?” 

12 Sandwich meat 

13 Roughly 

14 “Garfield” dog 

15 Class that 
includes newts 
and frogs 

17 Style 

18 Corn serving 

19 Took the helm 
21 Clara of the 

Red Cross 

24 Guffaw syllable 

25 Lawyers’ org. 

26 Label 

28 Potato, for one 
32 Toy block name 
34 “Uh-huh” 

36 The Big Easy 
acronym 

37 Put in office 
39 Sea, to Henri 

41 Kimono closer 

42 Nanny’s charge 
44 Beach robe 

46 Boris’ cartoon 
partner 

50 Twitch 

51 Hgt. 

52 Highway turnoff 

56 Aachen article 

57 Snitch 
58— -jongg 


59 June honorees 

60 Sheltered 

61 Group of seals 

DOWN 

1 Na Na lead-in 

2 Nonstick spray 

3 Electrical 
strength 

4 Christie sleuth 

5 Wall St. wheeler- 
dealer 

6 Egyptian deity 

7 Reluctant 

8 Four-bagger 

9 Air freshener 
target 

10 Broad 

11 Feeder filler 
16 Fez, e.g. 

20 “Dig in!” 


21 Hay bundle 

22 First victim 

23 Opposing vote 
27 Wrigley product 

29 Training site 

30 Exile isle 

31 Picnic spoiler 
33 Scale ranges 
35 Chest muscle 

38 Lean-(sheds) 

40 Baby’s toy 

43 Letter before iota 

45 Fragrant tree 

46 Must have 

47 Inter — 

48 See to 

49 Skater’s leap 

53 -de-France 

54 Chinese 
chairman 

55 Prof’s degree 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



4-4 


CRYPTOQUIP 


RXHFYTD FVIXBQHP IHIVPA 


BEYQR ITCH QV SH BRHC SA 


TFQPHRR PHYC TEC RZTQHP 


DYXYERZY: QTPT SAQHR. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I PSYCHED MYSELF 
UP FOR MY TEETH CLEANING LATER TODAY I 
GUESS EM DENTALLY MENTALLY PREPARED. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals S 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


Strong rip currents 
keep lifeguards busy 

PI DAYTONA BEACH 
r L — Lifeguards rescued 
more than 100 people from rough 
surf along a stretch of beaches on 
Florida’s Atlantic coast over the 
weekend. 

Volusia County ocean rescue 
Capt. Mike Berard told The Day¬ 
tona Beach News-Journal that 
lifeguards rescued 48 people on 
Saturday and at least 55 on Sun¬ 
day. Those rescued included a 7- 
year-old girl washed out into the 
water by strong rip currents. 

Berard said the rip currents 
were “pretty bad” as spring break 
crowds flocked to the beaches. 

Man charged after 
freeway standoff 

^ A MARIETTA — Police 
charged a motorist 
with obstruction after a stand¬ 
off on an Atlanta freeway that 
backed up traffic for miles, but no 
one was charged with the armed 
robbery that triggered the dra¬ 
matic episode. 

Marietta police said Taylor 
Alexander Smith-Duffy, 25, re¬ 
mained a “person of interest” in 
the robbery at a Walmart, but 
detectives are still trying “to 
make a determination if he was 
involved.” 

Police said they stopped Smith- 
Duffy after his car matched the 
description of a gray Honda Civic 
suspected of being involved in the 
robbery. At the time, police said 
he was armed and not cooperat¬ 
ing with officers. 

1940s cottage could get 
reprieve from ex-mayor 

MQ OCEAN SPRINGS 
ITI — A city on the Mis¬ 
sissippi Gulf Coast received state 
permission to tear down a cottage 
that dates to at least the 1940s, but 
a former mayor said she would 
like to buy it. 

The Mississippi Press reported 
the cottage sits next to Ocean 
Springs City Hall. The city had 
been using it for its human re¬ 
sources department, but that de¬ 
partment is now inside City Hall. 

Former Mayor Connie Moran 
said her parents lived in the cot¬ 
tage in the late 1940s and early 
1950s, when the building was in 
another location. She said she 
would like to buy it and move it. 

Runner rescued after 
falling into mine shaft 

CAVE CREEK — A 
woman who fell into 
a mine shaft while out for a run 
north of Phoenix was rescued. 

Authorities said the woman ap¬ 
peared to have no serious injuries 
after being pulled from the aban¬ 
doned mine in Cave Creek. 

The woman said she went for a 
run Sunday and got lost. She then 
came across the mine shaft and 
fell 20 feet. 

The woman’s father became 
worried when he hadn’t heard 
from her and called the Maricopa 
County Sheriff’s Office. Deputies 
tracked her cellphone and heard 
her yelling. 

She was hoisted out by a rope. 


THE CENSUS 


120 


The number of days a man was sentenced to for ignoring orders to clear away thousands of tires from his 
Mitchell County, Iowa, property and pay fines. The judge found Gary Eggers, 63, of Stacyville, in contempt for 
failing to pay $110,000 in penalties and remove all but 500 tires from his Stacyville land. Authorities say some of 
the tires on the unlicensed salvage yard had washed into a nearby creek and onto neighboring property. 


Steve Bloom, The (Olympia, Wash.) Olympian/AF 

Kicking it up a notch 

Ava Barr, from the U.S. Martial Arts Center in Olympia, Wash., shows her form as she competes in the Washington USA Taekwondo state 
championship at Saint Martin’s University in Lacey, Wash., on Sunday. Around 450 competitors competed in a variety of taekwondo styles. 
The winners represent the state at the national championship June 28-July 4 in Minneapolis. 


Vandal damages 25 
vehicles in neighborhood 

^ A SAN DIEGO — San 
Diego police were in¬ 
vestigating vandalism that left 25 
vehicles with smashed windows 
in the Cortez Hill neighborhood. 

Police officers found 17 ve¬ 
hicles damaged early Sunday on 
10th Avenue and eight more on 
Date Street. 

Witnesses could describe the 
vandal only as being a man in a 
hoodie. 

The total value of the damage 
was not immediately determined. 

Pothole reporting 
program relaunched 

||i| A HAVERHILL — Res- 
I w idents of a Massachu¬ 

setts city who report potholes to 
city officials could find them¬ 
selves a few dollars richer. 

The Eagle Tribune reported 
that Haverhill Mayor James Fio- 
rentini relaunched a pothole re¬ 
porting program for the first time 


in several years. 

Anyone who calls 311 to report 
a pothole to the Highway Depart¬ 
ment between Monday and Friday 
is eligible to enter a drawing for 
$25 gift cards to city businesses. 

Fiorentini said the depart¬ 
ment has received more than 
300 pothole repair requests since 
January, and crews have patched 
about 250 of the potholes. 

He said some potholes are ac¬ 
tually sinkholes and others indi¬ 
cate underlying problems such as 
a water main issue. 

Mojave Max emerges, 
signaling spring 

ly W LAS VEGAS — The 
w desert tortoise known 
as Mojave Max emerged from his 
burrow, signaling the arrival of 
spring in Las Vegas. 

Max lives in Las Vegas’ Springs 
Preserve and starts his reptil¬ 
ian hibernation every winter and 
emerges every spring. 

Clark County officials say the 
tortoise’s awakening signals the 
start of springlike weather in 


Southern Nevada. 

The Las Vegas Review-Journal 
reported Max officially emerged 
from his burrow at 1:28 p.m. 
Saturday. 

County officials said the win¬ 
ner of the 20th annual Mojave 
Max Emergence Contest will be 
announced soon. 

Kindergarten to fifth grade 
students in the county guess what 
day Mojave Max will emerge 
from his burrow after studying 
the Mojave Desert weather, tem¬ 
peratures and conditions. 

Artist wants to find 
sculpture thieves 

SPARTANBURG 
— An artist in South 
Carolina wants to find the thieves 
who have taken two of his public 
sculptures. 

Cody Roberts has put 
his Hoondirt art all around 
Spartanburg. 

Roberts told the Herald-Jour¬ 
nal that a wire bicycle sculpture 
was taken from the Mary Black 
Rail Trail and a multicolored run¬ 


ning man sculpture was taken 
from Morgan Square this year. 

Police say whomever took the 
sculptures managed to avoid sur¬ 
veillance cameras and they have 
no new leads at this time. 

Tintype portraits to 
show roots musicians 

I A new ORLEANS — 
Tintype portraits of 30 
American roots musicians will be 
shown at a New Orleans museum, 
with huge copies on buildings 
around the city. 

Alabama Slim, Little Freddie 
King and Pat “Mother Blues” 
Cohen are among musicians 
whose portraits will be shown 
April 25 through July 28 at the 
New Orleans Museum of Art. 

The museum says it’s partner¬ 
ing with local sites to give the mu¬ 
sicians greater visibility through 
the giant images. 

Tintypes directly create an 
image on a wet metal plate inside 
the camera. They were popular in 
the mid-1800s. 

From wire reports 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.con' 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsI 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 



buyers with classifieds 






D Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 

through an agent using 


(different breeds) for 
adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 1^ 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC yehicles 


Free Europe-wide delivery 



Tax Assistance_940 


/ 

BLOCK® 

1 

Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

xhelp. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 


Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Read STARS^^STRIPES. online at 


www.stripes.com 
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Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


»es.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College basketball 

1 

College hockey 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Deals 


Pro soccer 


D.C. United 
Columbus 
Toronto FC 
Philadelphia 2 

Cincinnati 2 

Montreal 2 

Orlando City 1 

New York 1 

Chicago 1 

New England 1 

New York City FC 0 
Atlanta 0 


MLS 

N CONFE 

W L .. 

3 0 1 10 9 1 

3 1 1 10 6 4 

3 0 0 9 10 3 


2 2 2 2 6 


Los Angeles FC 4 0 1 13 15 5 

Seattle 3 0 1 10 10 3 

Houston 3 0 1 10 10 5 

FC Dallas 3 1 1 10 9 5 

LA Galaxy 3 1 0 9 7 6 

Sporting KC 2 1 1 7 11 4 

Minnesota United 2 2 0 6 9 7 

Real Salt Lake 13 1 4 5 12 

Colorado 0 3 2 2 6 12 

Vancouver 031 147 

Portland 0 3 1 1 5 12 

San Jose 0 4 0 0 2 14 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, March 29 
Toronto FC 4, New York City FC 0 
Saturday, March 30 
Chicago 1, New York 0 
New England 2, Minnesota United 1 
Sporting Kansas City 7, Montreal 1 
Los Angeles FC 5, San Jose 0 
Columbus 2, Atlanta 0 
Philadelphia 2, Cincinnati 0 
FC Dallas 4, Real Salt Lake 2 
Houston 4, Colorado 1 
Seattle 0, Vancouver 0, tie 
Sunday, March 31 
D.C. United 2, Orlando City 1 
LA Galaxy 2, Portland 1 
Friday’s game 
LA Galaxy at Vancouver 

Saturday’s games 
Montreal at New York City FC 
Chicago at Toronto FC 
Los Angeles FC at D.C. United 
Minnesota United at New York 
Colorado at Orlando City 
FC Dallas at Philadelphia 
New England at Columbus 
Portland at San Jose 
Real Salt Lake at Seattle 


AP sportlight 


of a third title in four years. 

1998- Mark McGwire ties Willie Mays’ 
National League record by hitting a home 
run in each of his first four games. McG¬ 
wire launches a towering three-run shot 
in the sixth inning of an 8-6 victory over 
the San Diego 

2001 — Hideo Nomo becomes the 
fourth pitcher in major league history 
to throw a no-hitter in both leagues in 
Boston's 3-0 victory over Baltimore. 

2003 — Sammy Sosa of the Chicago 
Cubs becomes the 18th player to hit 500 
career homers, connecting for a solo 
shot in a 10-9 loss to Cincinnati. 

2004 — Carolina’s Brad Fast beat 
Florida goalie Roberto Luongo with a 
wrist shot to tie the game at 6-6 late in 
the third period. It’s the final tie game in 
NHL history. 

2005 — North Carolina defeats Illinois 
to win the NCAA Division I men’s bas¬ 
ketball championship. Sean May has 26 
points and the Tar Heels don’t allow a 
basket over the final IVz minutes to de¬ 
feat Illinois 75-70. 


Virginia 80, P 


April 4 

1921 — The NHL champion Ottawa 
Senators beat the Pacific Coast Hockey 
Association champion Vancouver Mil¬ 
lionaires 2-1 to win the Stanley Cup 3 
games to 2. 

1937 — Byron Nelson shoots a 283 to 
win the Masters by two strokes over 
Ralph Guldahl. 

1938 — Henry Picard beats Ralph Gul¬ 
dahl and Harry Cooper by two strokes to 
capture the Masters. 

1983 — Lorenzo Charles scores on 
a dunk after Derek Whittenburg’s 35- 
foot desperation shot falls short to give 
North Carolina State a 54-52 triumph over 
Houston in the NCAA championship. 

1986 — Edmonton’s Wayne Gretzky 
breaks his own NHL single-season points 
record with three assists to increase his 
total to 214. He scored 212 points in 1981- 
82. 

1993 — Sheryl Swoopes shatters the 
women’s championship game record by 
scoring 47 points to lead Texas Tech to 
an 84-82 victory over Ohio State. 

1993 — Mario Andretti, at 53, wins the 
Valvoline 200 in Phoenix to become the 
oldest driver to win an Indy car race and 
the first driver to win a race in four dif¬ 
ferent decades. 

1994 — Arkansas wins its first men’s 
national championship with a 76-72 vic- 


Men’s NCAA Tournament 

EAST REGIONAL 
At Washington 
Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
Michigan State 80, LSU 63 
Duke 75, Virginia Tech 73 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Michigan State 68, Duke 67 
SOUTH REGIONAL 
At Louisville, Ky. 

Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 28 
Purdue 99, Tennessee 94, OT 
Virginia 53, Oregon 49 

Regional Championship 
urday, March 30 
1 ou, Purdue 75, OT 
MIDWEST REGIONAL 
At Kansas City, Mo. 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
Auburn 97, North Carolina 80 
Kentucky 62, Houston 58 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Auburn 77, Kentucky 71, OT 
WEST REGIONAL 
At Anaheim, Calif. 

Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 28 
Gonzaga 72, Florida State 58 
Texas Tech 63, Michigan 44 
Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Texas Tech 75, Gonzaga 69 
FINAL FOUR 
At Minneapolis 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, April 6 
Virginia (33-3) vs. Auburn (30-9) 
Michigan State (32-6) vs. Texas Tech 
(30-6) 

National Championship 
Monday, April 8 

Semifinal winners 

Men’s NIT 

Semifinals 

At Madison Square Garden 
New York 
Tuesday, April 2 

Lipscomb 71, Wicfiita State 64 
Texas 58, TCU 44 
Championship 

At Madison Square Garden 
New York 
Thursday, April 4 

Lipscomb (29-7) vs. Texas (20-16) 

CBI 

Championship Series 
(Best-of-three) 

Monday, April 1 

South Florida 63, DePaul 61, South 
Florida leads series 1-0 

Wednesday, April 3 

South Florida (23-13) at DePaul (18-16) 

Friday, April 5 

South Florida at DePaul, if necessary 

CIT 

Semifinals 
Tuesday, April 2 

Marshall 80, Hampton 78 

Green Bay 87, Texas Southern 86, OT 

Championship 
Thursday, Aprn 4 

Marshall (22-14) vs. Green Bay (21-16) 

Women’s NCAA Tournament 


r Duke, depriving the Blue Devils 


GREENSBORO REGIONAL 
At Greensboro, N.C. 

Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 30 
Iowa 79, N.C. State 61 
Baylor 93, South Carolina 68 
Regional Championship 
Monday, April 1 
Baylor 85, Iowa 53 

PORTLAND REGIONAL 
At Portland, Ore. 

Regional Semifinals 
Fnday, March 29 

Mississippi State 76, Arizona State 53 
Oregon 63, South Dakota State 53 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Oregon 88, Mississippi State 84 
CHICAGO REGIONAL 
At Chicago 
Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 30 
Notre Dame 87, Texas A&M 80 
Stanford 55, Missouri State 46 
Regional Championship 
Monday, April 1 
Notre Dame 84, Stanford 68 
ALBANY REGIONAL 
At Albany, N.Y. 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
UConn 69, UCLA 61 
Louisville 61, Oregon State 44 
Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
UConn 80, Louisville 73 
FINAL FOUR 


Friday, April 5 

Baylor (35-1) vs. Oregon (33-4) 
UConn (35-2) vs. Notre Dame (34-3) 

National Championship 
Sunday, April 7 

Semifinal winners 

Women’s NIT 

Semifinals 


_day, April 3 

Northwestern (20-14) at James Madi- 
;on (29-5) 

TCU (24-10) at Arizona (22-13) 

WBI 

Championship 
Wednesday, April 3 

North Texas at Appalachian State 


NCAA Division I Tournament 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL 
At Manchester, N.H. 

First Round 
Friday, March 29 

UMass 4, Harvard 0 

Notre Dame 3, Clarkson 2, OT 

Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
UMass 4, Notre Dame 0 

WEST REGIONAL 
At Fargo, N.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 29 
Denver 2, Ohio State 0 
American International 2, St. Cloud 
State 1 

Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Denver 3, American International 0 
EAST REGIONAL 
At Providence, R.l. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 30 
Providence 6, Minnesota State Mankato 3 
Cornell 5, Northeastern 1 
Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Providence 4, Cornell 0 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
At Allentown, Pa. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 30 
Minnesota Duluth 2, Bowling Green 1, OT 
Quinnipiac 2, Arizona State 1 
Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Minnesota Duluth 3, Quinnipiac 1 
FROZEN FOUR 
At Buffalo, N.Y. 

National Semifinals 
Thursday, April 11 

Providence (24-11-6) vs. Minnesota 
Duluth (27-11-2) 

Denver (24-11-5) vs. UMass (30-9-0) 

National Championship 
Saturday, April 13 

Semifinal winners 


Fight schedule 

April 5 

At Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Davey 
Oliver Joyce vs. Stephen Tiffney, 10, for 
the vacant WBO European featherweight 
title. 

At Sam’s Town Hotel & Gambling Hall, 
Las Vegas, Angelo Leo vs. Neil Tabano, 10, 
junior featherweights: Xavier Martinez 
vs. John Moralde, 10, junior lightweights; 
Cameron Krael vs. Angel Hernandez, 10, 
welterweights. 

April 12 

At Staples Center, Los Angeles, Vasiliy 
Lomachenko vs. Anthony Crolla, 12, for 
Lomachenko’s WBA/WBO lightweight ti¬ 
tle; Gilberto Ramirez vs. Tommy Karpen- 
cy, 10, light heavyweights; Arnold Barbo- 
za vs. Mike Alvarado 10, welterweights. 

April 13 

At Atlantic City, N.J., Jermaine Franklin 
vs. Rydell Booker, 10, heavyweights; Otto 
Wallin vs. Nick Kisner, 10, heavyweights. 

At Minneapolis Armory, Caleb Tru- 
ax vs. Peter Quillin, 10, super middle- 
weights; Sergiy Derevyanchenko vs. Jack 
Culcay, 12, middleweights; Chris Colbert 
vs. Mario Briones, 10, lightweights. 

At Monterrey, Mexico, Jaime Munguia 
vs. Dennis Hogan, 12, for Munguia’s WBO 
junior middleweight title; Patrick Teixei- 
ra vs. Dormedes Potes, 10, junior middle- 
weights: Diego De La Hoya vs. Enrique 
Bernache, 10, featherweights. 

April 20 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Terence Crawford vs. Amir Khan, 12, 
for Crawford’s WBO welterweight title; 
Shakur Stevenson vs. Christopher Diaz, 
10, featherweights; Teofimo Lopez vs. 
Edis Tatli, 10, lightweights; Felix Verdejo 
vs. Bryan Vasquez, 10, lightweights. 

At Dignity Health Sports Park, Car- 
son, Calif., Danny Garcia vs. Adrian 
Granados, 12, for the vacant WBC Silver 
welterweight title; Andy Ruiz Jr. vs. Al¬ 
exander Dimitrenko, 10, heavyweights; 
Brandon Figueroa vs. Yonfrez Parejo, 12, 
for the vacant WBA interim junior feath¬ 
erweight title; Jeison Rosario vs. Jorge 
Cota, 10, middleweights; Alfredo Angulo 
vs. Juan Ubaldo Cabrera, 10, super mid¬ 
dleweights. 

April 24 

At Chonburi, Thailand, Wanheng 
Menayothin vs. Tatsuya Fukuhara, 12, for 
Menayothin’s WBC minimumweight title. 

April 26 

At The Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Dan¬ 
iel Roman vs. TJ Doheny, 12, for Roman’s 
WBA super bantamweight title and 
Doheny’s IBF/WBA Super World su¬ 
per bantamweight titles; Srisaket Sor 
Rungvisai vs. Juan Francisco Estrada, 12, 
for Sor Rungvisai’s WBC junior bantam¬ 
weight title; Jessie Vargas vs. Humberto 
Soto, 10, junior middleweights. 

April 27 

At Cajun Dome, Lafayette, La., Kiryl 
Relikh vs. Regis Prograis, 12, for Relikh’s 
WBA World junior welterweight title 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals); 
Zolani Tete vs. Nonito Donaire, 12, for 
Tete’s WBO and Donaire’s WBA Super 
World bantamweight title (World Boxing 
Super Series semifinals); Nikolai Potapov 
vs. Stephon Young, 10, bantamweights. 

At the Cosmopolitan, Las Vegas, Rob¬ 
ert Easter Jr. vs. Ranees Barthelemy, 12, 
for the vacant WBA-IBO lightweight titles; 
Viktor Postol vs. Mohamed Mimoune, 12, 
junior welterweights; Efe Ajagba vs. Mi¬ 
chael Wallisch, 10, heavyweights. 


Volvo Car Open 

At Family Circle T^nis Center 
Charleston, S.C. 

Purse: $823,000 (Premier) 
Surface: Green Clay-Outdoor 


iia riiiKuvd, uzecri rcepuuiic, /-3, o-h. 

Lauren Davis, United States, def. Ysa 
line Bonaventure, Belgium, 6-4, 0-6, 6-2. 

Petra Martic (16), Croatia, def. Aman 
da Anisimova, United States, 6-4, 2-6, 6 
1 . 

Kaia Kanepi, Estonia, def. Veronika. 
dermetova, Russia, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu (12), Romania 
def. Magdalena Freeh, Poland, 6-1, 4-6 
7-5. 

Maria Sakkari, Greece, def. Conny Per 
rin, Switzerland, 7-5,3-6, 6-1. 

Danielle Collins (11), United States 
def. Madison Brengle, United States, 6 
1, 6-3. 

Laura Siegemund, Germany, 

Emma Navarro, United States, 7-5, 6-^ 

Second Round 

Sloane Stephens (1), United States, 
def. Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain, 7-6 (4), 
7-6 (4). 

Kiki Bertens (2), Netherlands, def. 
Martina Trevisan, It^y, 6-2, 6-1. 

First Round 

Shuko Aoyama, Japan, and Lidziya 
Marozava, Belarus, def. Sofia Kenin, Unit¬ 
ed States, and Fanny Stollar, Hungary, 
6-4, 6-3. 

Raquel Atawo, United States, and Ka¬ 
tarina Srebotnik, Slovenia, def. Belinda 
Bencic, Switzerland, and Kristyna Plis- 
kova, Czech Republic, 6-2,6-1. 

Nicole Melichar, United States, and 
Kveta Peschke (1), Czech Republic, def. 
Johanna Larsson, Sweden, and Ajia Tom- 
Ijanovic, Australia, 6-1, 2-6, 11-9. 

Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, and 
Alicja Rosolska (4), Ppland, def. Kaitlyn 


Monterrey Open 

At Club Sonoma 
Monterrey, Mexico 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Dalila Jakupovic, Slovenia, def. Harriet 
Dart, Britain, 6-2, 6-3. 

Sachia Vickery, United States, def. Ali¬ 
son Riske (4), United States, 7-6 (6), 6-1. 

Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, def. Renata 
Zarazua, Mexico, 7-5, 6-4. 

Greta Arn, Hungary, def. Lara Arru- 
abarrena, Spain, 7-5, 3-6, 7-5. 

Kristina Mladenovic (7), France, def. 
Beatriz Haddad Mala, Brazil, 6-4, 1-6, 7- 
6(5). 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (3), Russia, 
def. Anna Blinkova, Russia, 6-0, 6-3. 

Karolina Muchova, Czech Republic, 
def. Xu Shilin, China, 6-4, 5-7, 6-3. 

Victoria Azarenka (5), Belarus, def. 
Miyu Kato, Japan, 6-4, 6-2. 

Angelique Kerber (1), Germany, def. 
Kristina Kucova, Slovakia, 7-6 (4), 6-2. 

Garbine Muguruza (2), Spain, def. Ele- 
na-Gabriela Ruse, Romania, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Traded C An¬ 
drew Susac to the Kansas City Royals for 
cash. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Reinstated 
RHP Anthony Swarzak from 10-day IL. 
Optioned RHP David McKay to Tacoma, 
retroactive to April 1. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Traded OF 
Kevin Pillar to San Francisco for INF Alen 
Hanson and RHPs Juan De Paula and Der¬ 
ek Law, and OF Rodrigo Orozco to San Di¬ 
ego for OF Socrates Brito. Transferred OF 
Dalton Pompey to the 60-day IL. Agreed 
to terms with OF Randal Grichuk on a 
five-year contract. Released RHP Bud 
Norris from a minor league contract. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Agreed to terms 
with OF Ronald Acuna Jr. on an eight- 
year contract. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Assigned LHP 
Brandon Finnegan outright to Louisville 
(IL). 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Placed LHP 
Jake McGee on the 10-day IL. Recalled 
RHP Carlos Estevez from Albuquerque 
(PCD. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Designated 
OF Michael Reed for assignment. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Golden State F Dray- 
mon Green $35,000 and G Stephen Curry 
$25,000 for public statements impugn¬ 
ing the integrity of NBA officiating and 
Golden State F Kevin Durant $15,000 for 
public criticism of officiating. 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS - Fired presi¬ 
dent Ernie Grunfeld. 

Women’s NBA 

NEW YORK LIBERTY - Named Char- 
min Smith assistant coach. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Signed CB 
Tramaine Brock to a one-year contract. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Signed RB 
Benny Cunningham and OT Josh Wells. 

Alliance of American Football 

AAF — Announced the league sus¬ 
pended operations. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Agreed to 
terms with coach Jeff Blashill on a two- 
year contract extension. 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Signed F Blake 
Lizotte to a three-year contract. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Assigned F 
Zac Rinaldo to Milwaukee (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

SPORTING KANSAS CITY - Signed D 
Nicolas Hasler. 

COLLEGE 

BOSTON COLLEGE - Junior G Ky Bow¬ 
man declared for the NBA Draft. 


College baseball 


Tuesday’s scores 


First Round 

Monique Adamezak and Jessica 
Moore, Australia, def. Misaki Doi, Japan, 
and Oksana Kalashnikova, Georgia, 7-6 
(4), 3-6, 10-7. 

Asia Muhammad and Maria Sanchez 
(3), United States, def. Victoria Rodriguez 
and Ana Sofia Sanchez, Mexico, 6-4, 6-1. 

Giuliana Olmos, Mexico, and Luisa 
Stefani, Brazil, def. Lara Arruabarrena, 
Spain, and Dalila Jakupovic (2), Slovenia, 
6-3, 7-5. 


World rankings 

Through March 31 

1. Dustin Johnson US 

2. Justin Rose EN 

3. Rory Mcliroy Nl 

4. Brooks Koepka US 

5. Justin Thomas US 

6. Bryson DeChambeau US 

7. Francesco Molinari IT, 

8. Rickie Fowler US 

9. Jon Rahm ES 

10. Xander Schauffele US 

11. Paul Casey EN 

12. Tiger Woods US 

13. Tommy Fleetwood EN 

14. Jason Day AU 

15. TonyFinau US 

16. Matt Kuchar US 

17. Bubba Watson US 

18. Patrick Reed US 

19. Marc Leishman AU 

20. Louis Oosthuizen SA 

21. Patrick Cantlay US 

22. Phil Mickelson US 

23. Gary Woodland US 

24. Webb Simpson US 

25. Kevin Kisner US 

26. Hideki Matsuyama JPI 

27. Sergio Garcia ES 

28. Cameron Smith AU 

29. Adam Scott AU 

30. Alex Noren SV, 

31. Rafa Cabrera Bello ES 

32. Jordan Spieth US 

33. Ian Poulter EN 


EAST 

Albany 10, Marist 2 
Cornell 8, St. Bonaventure 1 
Delaware 6, Rider 1 
Fairfield 10, UConn 3 
Farmingdale 5, Baruch 4 
Hofstra 2, Manhattan 0 
Lafayette 8, Villanova 6 
La Salle 14, Lehigh 6 
Mount Aloysius 12, Juniata 10 
Navy 5, Coppin St. 4 
Pitt-Bradford 10, Penn St.-Altoona 1 
Quinnipiac at CCSU, ppd. 

Rhode Island 17, UMass-Lowell 6 
Sacred Heart 5, Hartford 4 
St. John’s 7, St. Peter’s 5 
St. Vincent 6-12, Thiel 5-5 
Seton Hall 10, Fairleigh Dickinson 5 
Seton Hill 12, Slippery Rock 7 
UMass 6, Boston College 2 
SOUTH 

Alcorn St. 6, Tougaloo 4 
Catawba 12, Barton 2 
Davidson at North Carolina, ppd., 
weather 

High Point at UNC Greensboro, ppd., 

Jacksonville 3, Florida St. 2,11 innings 
Liberty at Elon, ppd., weather 
Lipscomb 9, Austin Peay 8 
Louisville 8, Kentucky 3 
Maryland at William & Mary, ppd., 
weather 

Maryville (Tenn.) 15, Emory & Henry 0 
North Alabama 10, Mississippi 6 
UNC Asheville at Charlotte, ppd., snow 
UNC Wilmington at Campbell, ppd. 
weather 

Valdosta St. 11, Augusta 4 
veu at Longwood, ppd., weather 
Virginia St. at Chowan, 2, ppd. 

MIDWEST 

Augustana (III.) 6, Illinois Wesleyan 5 
Bethel (Ind.) 4, St. Francis (Ind.) 0 
Culver-Stockton 21, Lincoln (III.) 10 
Dayton 6, Butler 1 

Doane 7-5, Northwestern (Iowa) 6-6 
Grand View at Iowa, ccd. 

Indiana Wesleyan 5, Spring Arbor 3 
Iowa 3, Clarke 2 

Manchester 6, Anderson (Ind.) 5 
Milwaukee 16, Lakeland 2 
Northwestern 11, Chicago St. 6 
Park 5, Hannibal-LaGrange 3 
Point Park at Shawnee St., 2, ccd. 

St. Norbert 4, Ripon 2 
Tiffin 19, Hillsdale 7 
Transylvania 6, Mount St. Joseph 3 
William Penn 4, Mount Mercy 3 
Wright St. 11, Wofford 4 
FAR WEST 
Portland 16, Seattle 14 
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NHL 


Roundup 


Scoreboard 


Stars roll, clinch 
postseason berth 


Associated Press 

DALLAS — The Dallas Stars 
clinched their first trip to the 
playoffs in three years Tuesday 
night, getting two goals and two 
assists from Alexander Radulov 
in a 6-2 victory over the Philadel¬ 
phia Flyers on Tuesday night. 

The Stars were just a point shy 
of the postseason and could have 
made it with an Arizona loss in a 
later game. 

Instead, they left little doubt 
with four goals in the final 24 min¬ 
utes, including a pair 10 seconds 
apart, for just their third Western 
Conference playoff berth in 11 
seasons. 

Dallas last made the playoffs in 
2016, losing Game 7 to St. Louis 
in the second round. 

Hurricanes 4, Maple Leafs 
1: Justin Williams and Dougie 
Hamilton each banked in goals 
from behind Toronto’s net as vis¬ 
iting Carolina picked up a big two 
points in the Eastern Conference 
playoff race. 

The Hurricanes are in the 
first-wild card spot in the Eastern 
Conference with 95 points. Co¬ 
lumbus and Montreal each have 
94 points. 

Bruins 6, Blue Jackets 2: Jake 
DeBrusk and visiting Boston are 
looking to build some momentum 
heading into the playoffs. 

Columbus is just trying to get 
into the postseason. 

Boston beat Columbus, ruin¬ 
ing the Blue Jackets’ opportu¬ 
nity to clinch a wild card in their 
last game at home. Instead the 
race will extend into the last two 
games of the season. 

Canadiens 4, Lightning 2: Art- 
turi Lehkonen and Max Domi 


scored in the third period to lead 
their team over NHL-leading 
Tampa Bay, keeping host Mon¬ 
treal within reach for a wild-card 
spot in the Eastern Conference. 

Montreal and Columbus both 
have 94 points and two games 
left in the regular season. But the 
Blue Jackets currently own the 
tiebreaker. 

Avalanche 6, Oilers 2: Nathan 
MacKinnon and Tyson Barrie 
scored a minute apart to ignite a 
four-goal second period as play- 
off-chasing Colorado rallied for a 
win over visiting Edmonton. 

Wild 5, Jets 1: Host Minnesota 
raced off to a big lead against Win¬ 
nipeg, and then started watching 
the scoreboard to see if its faint 
playoff hopes would survive an¬ 
other night. 

The Wild did their part, but 
their six-year playoff streak came 
to an end. 

Predators 3, Sabres 2: Ryan 
Johansen scored 6:32 into the 
third period, and visiting Nash¬ 
ville stayed in the hunt for the 
Central Division title. 

Red Wings 4, Penguins 1: 
Visiting Pittsburgh missed out on 
a chance to clinch a playoff spot 
when Tyler Bertuzzi led Detroit 
to the victory. 

Canucks 4, Sharks 2: Tanner 
Pearson scored twice, leading 
host Vancouver to a comeback 
win over San Jose. 

Kings 3, Coyotes 1: Jack 
Campbell made 49 saves, Trevor 
Lewis scored 3:29 into the third 
period, and visiting Los Angeles 
hurt Arizona’s playoff chances. 

Arizona fell four points behind 
Colorado for the second wild card 
in the Western Conference with 
two games to play. 



LM Otero/AP 


Philadelphia Flyers goaltender Cam Talbot, left, defends the 
goal against Stars left wing Jamie Benn during the first period of 
Tuesday's game in Dallas. Talbot surrendered six goals. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

W L Pet GB 

y-Milwaukee 58 20 .744 - 

y-Toronto 55 23 .705 3 

x-Philadelphia 49 28 .636 &/i 

X-Boston 46 32 .590 12 

x-Indiana 46 32 .590 12 

Detroit 39 38 .506 18'/2 

Brooklyn 39 39 .500 19 

Miami 


38 39 .494 19'/2 


Orlando 38 40 .487 20 

Charlotte 35 42 .455 22'/2 

Washington 32 46 .410 26 

Atlanta 28 50 .359 30 

Chicago 21 57 .269 37 

Cleveland 19 59 .244 39 

New York 15 62 .195 42'/2 

Western Conference 

W L Pet GB 

y-Golden State 53 24 .688 - 

x-Denver 51 26 .662 2 

y-Houston 50 28 .641 3'/2 

x-Portland 49 28 .636 4 

x-Utah 47 30 .610 6 

x-LA. Clippers 47 31 .603 6'/2 

x-San Antonio 45 33 .577 8'/2 

x-OklahomaCity 45 33 .577 8'/2 

Sacramento 38 40 .487 15'/2 

L.A. Lakers 35 43 .449 18'/2 

Minnesota 34 43 .442 19 

New Orleans 32 46 .410 21'/2 

Memphis 31 46 .403 22 

Dallas 31 46 .403 22 

Phoenix 18 60 .231 35'/2 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Tuesday’s games 
Oklahoma City 119, L.A. Lakers 103 
San Antonio 117, Atlanta 111 
Houston 130, Sacramento 105 
Golden State 116, Denver 102 
Wednesday’s games 
Chicago at Washington 
Indiana at Detroit 
New York at Orlando 
Boston at Miami 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
Toronto at Brooklyn 
Charlotte at New Orleans 
Minnesota at Dallas 
San Antonio at Denver 
Memphis at Portland 
Utah at Phoenix 
Houston at L.A. Clippers 

Thursday’s games 
Milwaukee at Philadelphia 
Cleveland at Sacramento 
Golden State at L.A. Lakers 
Friday’s games 
Atlanta at Orlando 
San Antonio at Washington 
Toronto at Charlotte 
Boston at Indiana 
Detroit at Oklahoma City 
Miami at Minnesota 
New York at Houston 
Memphis at Dallas 
Sacramento at Utah 
New Orleans at Phoenix 
Cleveland at Golden State 
L.A. Lakers at L.A. Clippers 
Portland at Denver 

Tuesday 

Spurs 117, Hawks 111 

ATLANTA - Anderson 3-8 0-1 7, Carter 
3-5 2-2 8, Len 7-11 3-6 21, Young 5-15 5- 
5 15, Huerter 6-11 0-0 13, Bembry 3-6 1-2 
8, Davis 4-5 1-2 9, Adams 0-8 0-0 0, Baze- 
more 10-16 1-2 26, Humphries 2-9 0-0 4. 
Totals 43-94 13-20 111. 

SAN ANTONIO - DeRozan 7-11 15-16 
29, Gay 3-10 0-0 6, Aldridge 6-11 4-6 16, 
White 10-12 0-0 23, Forbes 7-11 0-0 19, 
Bertans 1-4 0-0 2, Poeltl 1-1 0-0 2, Mills 5- 
9 0-0 14, Belinelli 2-10 0-0 6, Walker IV 0-1 
0-0 0. Totals 42-80 19-22 117. 

Atlanta 31 25 34 21-111 

San Antonio 33 25 28 31-117 

Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 12-34 (Ba- 
zemore 5-7, Len 4-5, Anderson 1-2, Bembry 
1-2, Huerter 1-3, Carter 0-2, Humphries 0-3, 
Adams 0-4, Young 0-6), San Antonio 14-30 
(Forbes 5-7, Mills 4-8, White 3-3, Belinelli 2- 
8, Bertans 0-2, Gay 0-2). Fouled Out—DeRo¬ 
zan. Rebounds—Atlanta 43 (Davis 10), San 
Antonio 45 (Aldridge, Gay 11). Assists—At¬ 
lanta 26 (Adams 7), San Antonio 23 (DeRo¬ 
zan 7). Total Fouls-Atlanta 18, San Anto¬ 
nio 17. Technicals—DeRozan. A—18,354. 


Thunder 119, Lakers 103 

L.A. LAKERS - Stephenson 3-6 0-0 

9, Wagner 4-9 0-0 10, McGee 5-10 0-1 10, 
Rondo 3-11 1-1 7, Caldwell-Pope 9-16 0-0 
23, Bullock 5-10 0-0 13, Muscala 3-7 2-2 

10, Williams 3-4 0-0 6, Caruso 5-9 4-6 15, 
Bonga 0-1 0-0 0, Jones 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 40- 
84 7-10 103. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 8-17 0-0 
19, Grant 8-15 2-3 22, Adams 6-11 1-7 13, 
Westbrook 8-23 2-3 20, Ferguson 5-9 2-2 
15, Nader 1-2 0-0 2, Noel 3-4 1-1 7, Morris 
2-4 0-0 4, Felton 1-4 0-0 2, Burton 0-1 0-0 
0, Schroder 5-12 4-4 15, Diallo 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 47-102 12-20 119. 

L.A. Lakers 28 27 23 25-103 

Oklahoma City 34 25 35 25-119 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. 16-39 
(Caldwell-Pope 5-10, Stephenson 3-5, 
Bullock 3-7, Wagner 2-4, Muscala 2-6, 
Caruso 1-1, Jones 0-1, McGee 0-1, Rondo 
0-4), Oklahoma City 13-44 (Grant 4-10, 
Ferguson 3-7, George 3-8, Westbrook 2-9, 
Schroder 1-6, Nader 0-1, Felton 0-3). Re¬ 
bounds—L.A. 39 (Rondo 10), Oklahoma 
City 50 (Westbrook 20). Assists—L.A. 26 
(Rondo 9), Oklahoma City 33 (Westbrook 
21). Total Fouls—L.A. 25, Oklahoma City 
14. A-18,203 (18,203). 

Rockets 130, Kings 105 

HOUSTON - Gordon 6-12 2-3 19, Tuck¬ 
er 4-9 2-2 13, Capela 3-5 1-1 7, Harden 12- 
19 5-6 36, Paul 3-12 0-1 7, Faried 5-6 1-2 12, 
Clark 0-3 0-0 0, Chiozza 1-1 0-0 3, Rivers 
2-6 0-0 6, Shumpert 3-7 0-0 8, House Jr. 7- 
14 1-2 19. Totals 46-94 12-17 130. 

SACRAMENTO - Barnes 4-9 2-4 10, 
Bjelica 6-7 0-0 12, Cauley-Stein 1-7 0-0 2, 
Fox 3-8 3-4 9, Hield 8-16 0-0 20, Brewer 3- 
7 0-0 6, Bagley III 7-18 3-5 19, Swanigan 
0-1 0-0 0, Koufos 3-5 1-1 7, Mason 1-4 0-0 
3, Ferrell 2-5 3-4 7, Bogdanovic 4-8 2-2 10, 
Burks 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 42-95 14-20 105. 
Houston 33 29 29 39-130 

Sacramento 23 23 31 28-105 

Three-Point Goals—Houston 26-61 
(Harden 7-12, Gordon 5-10, House Jr. 4- 
10, Tucker 3-7, Rivers 2-4, Shumpert 2-5, 
Chiozza 1-1, Faried 1-2, Paul 1-7, Clark 
0-3), Sacramento 7-23 (Hield 4-9, Bagley 
III 2-4, Mason 1-3, Fox 0-1, Bogdanovic 
0-2, Barnes 0-2, Ferrell 0-2). Rebounds— 
Houston 44 (Capela 13), Sacramento 51 
(Brewer 10). Assists—Houston 30 (Paul 
12), Sacramento 19 (Hield, Fox 5). Total 
Fouls—Houston 20, Sacramento 15. A— 
17,583 (17,608). 

Warriors 116, Nugges 102 

DENVER - Barton 5-12 0-2 10, Millsap 
4-12 1-1 11, Jokic 4-10 2-3 10, Murray 6-14 
4-4 17, Harris 1-9 4-4 6, Hernangomez 0-1 
0-0 0, Vanderbilt 4-4 2-3 10, Craig 2-5 1-2 
5, Plumlee 1-41-2 3, Lyles 2-5 3-3 7, Morris 

4- 9 1-110, Thomas 2-8 4-4 10, Beasley 1-3 
0-0 3. Totals 36-96 23-29 102. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 9-13 1-1 21, 
Green 3-6 0-0 6, Cousins 12-17 2-4 28, 
Curry 6-11 0-0 17, Thompson 6-15 0-0 13, 
McKinnie 2-6 0-1 5, Looney 5-7 0-0 10, 
Jerebko 2-5 0-2 6, Bell 0-3 0-0 0, Bogut 2-3 
0-0 4, Cook 2-5 0-0 4, Livingston 1-1 0-0 2, 
Iguodala 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 50-92 3-8 116. 
Denver 24 19 21 38-102 

Golden State 30 29 27 30-116 

Three-Point Goals—Denver 7-30 
(Thomas 2-4, Millsap 2-5, Beasley 1-2, 
Morris 1-2, Murray 1-5, Hernangomez 0- 
1, Harris 0-2, Lyles 0-2, Barton 0-2, Craig 
0-2, Jokic 0-3), Golden State 13-34 (Curry 

5- 10, Jerebko 2-3, Cousins 2-4, Durant 
2-5, McKinnie 1-2, Thompson 1-7, Cook 
0-1, Green 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Denver 40 (Millsap 8), Golden 
State 55 (Cousins 13). Assists-Denver 
23 (Jokic 6), Golden State 36 (Green 9). 
Total Fouls—Denver 15, Golden State 21. 
Technicals—Durant 2. Ejected-Durant. 
A-19,596 (19,596). 

Calendar 

April 10 — Regular season ends. 

April 13 — Playoffs begin. 

May 14 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 

May 14-19 — Draft combine, Chicago. 

May 30 — NBA Finals begin. 

June 16 — NBA Finals latest possible 
date. 

June 20 - NBA Draft. 


Roundup 

Westbrook has 20-20-21 night 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Thunder guard Russell Westbrook became just the second player 
in NBA history to have 20 points, 20 rebounds and 20 assists in a 
game as the Thunder beat the Lakers 119-103 on Tuesday. 


Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — With 
the outcome all but decided and 
just over a minute remaining, 
Oklahoma City Thunder coach 
Billy Donovan wanted to get Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook out of Tuesday’s 
game. 

Westbrook wasn’t having it, 
waving off Hamidou Diallo. 

Moments later, Westbrook 
grabbed a rebound and nearly 
snagged another as the ball 
glanced off his fingertips after a 
miss. 

On the next possession, West¬ 
brook snagged a final rebound 
and joined some elite company 
in NBA history in the Thunder’s 
119-103 win over the Los Angeles 
Lakers. 

Westbrook became the second 
player in league history to have 
20 or more points, rebounds and 
assists in a game, finishing with 
20 points, 20 rebounds and 21 as¬ 
sists. Wilt Chamberlain was the 
only other player to accomplish 
the feat. 

After the game, Westbrook ded¬ 
icated the win to rapper Nipsey 
Hussle. The musician, like West¬ 
brook a Los Angeles product, was 
shot and killed on Sunday. 


Chamberlain set the lofty mark 
with 22 points, 25 rebounds and 
21 assists in a 1968 game. 

Westbrook also tied Cham¬ 
berlain for second all-time in 
15-point, 15-rebound, 15-assists 
games with eight. 

Warriors 116, Nuggets 99: 
Kevin Durant emphatically 
showed who is still No. 1 in the 
West, delivering a pair of jar¬ 
ring dunks late in the first half 
and finishing with 21 points and 
six assists before being ejected to 


lead host Golden State past Den¬ 
ver in a matchup of the top teams 
in the conference. 

Spurs 117, Hawks 111: 
DeMar DeRozan scored 29 points 
and San Antonio beat Atlanta for 
the 21st straight time at home. 

Rockets 130, Kings 105: 
James Harden had 36 points 
and 10 assists and Houston 
matched its season high with 26 
three-pointers in a win over host 
Sacramento. 


Wizards fire president Grunfeld 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Ernie Grunfeld was fired as 
president of the Washington Wizards after 16 sea¬ 
sons in charge of the team, and owner Ted Leonsis 
said he will oversee a “reboot.” 

Grunfeld’s dismissal was announced with four 
games left in a disappointing, no-playoffs season 
that began with Leonsis setting a goal of 50 wins, 
something the franchise last accomplished in the 
1970s. 

Instead, Washington is 32-46 and in 11th place 
in the 15-team Eastern Conference. So Grunfeld is 
gone, after sticking around through years of fans’ 
complaints about him. 

“Each year that he worked for me, we sat down 
and said: ‘What are our expectations. What are our 
goals?’ And we’re very, very thoughtful and mindful 
and spend a lot of time on what the goal should be. 
We set that up this year and we didn’t meet them and 
so that’s what happened this year,” Leonsis said. 

“We entered the year with the fourth-highest pay¬ 
roll in the league. We could end up with the fourth- 


worst record in the league,” he said. “There’s a 
misalignment there and that all contributed here to: 
‘Did we do the right thing?”’ 

Leonsis, whose Washington Capitals hockey team 
won the Stanley Cup last season, referenced that 
franchise’s GM change that came four years before 
its triumph. 

“Once you get in the playoffs, anything can hap¬ 
pen,” Leonsis said. “And so to me, really, the base 
level was we didn’t make the playoffs.” 

Point guard John Wall and center Dwight Howard 
both missed most of this season, and forward Mar- 
kieff Morris also was hurt before getting traded. 

But Leonsis made clear that he didn’t accept the 
injuries as an excuse for the way the season unfold- 
ecl. He plans to enlist an outside firm to help with his 
next moves. 

The club went 568-724 during Grunfeld’s ten¬ 
ure, including eight postseason appearances. But 
Washington never made it past the second round of 
the playoffs, despite having All-Stars such as Wall, 
Bradley Beal, Gilbert Arenas, Caron Butler and An- 
tawn Jamison. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


Tampa Bay 
Baltimore 
New York 
Toronto 
Boston 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Detroit 
Kansas City 
Chicago 

Seattie 
Oakland 
Texas 
Houston 
Los Angeles 


Central Division 


West Division 


National League 


East Division 
W 


Pet GB 

1.000 - 


Philadelphia 
New York 

Miami 2 4 .333 3 

Atlanta 1 3 .250 3 

Washington 1 3 .250 3 

Central Division 
Milwaukee 5 1 

St. Louis 2 3 

Pittsburgh 1 2 

Chicago 1 3 

Cincinnati 1 3 

West Division 
Los Angeles 4 2 

Arizona 3 3 

San Diego 3 3 

Colorado 2 4 

San Francisco 2 4 

Tuesday’s games 
Detroit 3, N.Y. Yankees 1 
Baltimore 2, Toronto 1 
Tampa Bay 4, Colorado 0 
Texas 6, Houston 4 

Minnesota 5, Kansas City 4,10 innings 
Oakland 1, Boston 0 
Seattle 2, L.A. Angels 1 
Milwaukee 4, Cincinnati 3 
Philadelphia 8, Washington 2 
N.Y. Mets 6, Miami 5 
Arizona 8, San Diego 5 
L.A. Dodgers 6, San Francisco 5 
Wednesday’s games 
Chicago White Sox at Cleveland 
Colorado at Tampa Bay 
Minnesota at Kansas City 
Detroit at N.Y. Yankees 
Baltimore at Toronto 
Houston at Texas 
Boston at Oakland 
Milwaukee at Cincinnati 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Arizona at San Diego 
N.Y. Mets at Miami 
St. Louis at Pittsburgh 
Chicago Cubs at Atlanta 
San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers 
Thursday’s ames 

Kansas City (TBD) at Detroit (Turnbull 
0-1) 

Seattle (KIkuchl 0-0) at Chicago White 
Sox (Lopez 0-1) 

N.Y. Yankees (TBD) at Baltimore (Cobb 
0-0) 

Boston (Rodriguez 0-1) at Oakland 
(Anderson 1-0) 

Toronto (Sanchez 1-0) at Cleveland 
(TBD) 

Texas (Volquez 0-0) at L.A. Angels 
(Harvey 0-0) 

Washington (TBD) at N.Y. Mets (Syn- 
dergaard 0-0) 

San Diego (Margevicius 0-1) at St. Lou¬ 
is (Flaherty 0-0) 

Cincinnati (Mahle 0-0) at Pittsburgh 
(Lyles 0-0) 

Chicago Cubs (Darvish 0-0) at Atlanta 
(Fried 0-0) 


Tuesday 

Phillies 8, Nationals 2 

Washington 


Philadelphia 

ah r h hi 

MeCtehn if 
Segurass 
B.Hrperrf _ _ _ 

Hoskins lb 5 0 0 

5 0 0 

5 2 3 




5 13 3 


Ralmuto _ 

O.Hrrra cf 
C.Hrnan2b 5 0 
Franco 3b 
Efiin p 
N.WIIms ph 
J.AIvrz p 
Nicasiop 
Altherrph 
E.Ramos p 
Morgan p 
Kingery ph 
VIsquez p 
Totals 

Philadelphia 
Washington 

DP—Philadelphia 


Eaton rf 4 0 10 
5 2 3 3 T.Trnerss 10 0 0 
Difoph-ss 3 110 
Soto If 4 0 0 0 
Rendon 3b 4 12 2 
M.Adams lb 1 0 0 0 
Zmrmn ph-lb3 0 10 


1 0 0 0 Schrzerp 10 0 0 
0 0 0 0 Stvnson ph 1 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 Suerop 0 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 Grace p 

0 0 0 0 Brreigh p 

0 0 0 0 Nollph 

1 0 0 0 Hlicksnp _ _ _ _ 

0 0 0 0 V.Rblescf 3 0 0 0 

41 814 7 Totals 33 2 7 2 
010 104 020-8 

000 002 000-2 
LOB-Philadel- 


0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
10 0 0 


phia 10, Washington 5. 2B—Segura 
(2), B.Harper (2), O.Herrera 3 (3). HR- 
B.Harper (3), Franco (3), Rendon (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


0 0 2 


Scherzer L,0-2 5 7 2 1 1 9 

Suero Vi 12 2 11 

Grace % 2 2 2 1 1 

Barraclough 1 10 0 11 

Hellickson 2 3 2 2 0 0 

HBP—by Morgan (Eaton). WP—Suero. 
T-3:30. A-35,920 (41,313). 


Efiin W,l-0 

Alvarez 

Nicasio 

Ramos 

Morgan 

Velasquez 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


Angels catcher Jonathan Lucroy chases a wild pitch as the Mariners’ Domingo Santana signals a 
teammate to advance while umpire Jim Reynolds looks on in the sixth inning Tuesday, in Seattle. 


Twins 5, Royals 4 (10) 

Minnesota Kansas City 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Kepler rf-cf 4 12 0 Mrrfeld rf-2b5 1 1 0 

J.PIncoss 5 12 0 Mondesi ss 5 13 2 

Cruzdh 5 0 2 3 A.Grdon If 3 0 0 0 

E.Rsriolf 5 111 Solerdh 5 0 0 0 

C.Cronlb 5 0 2 1 O’Hearn lb 3 111 

Ma.GnzI 3b 5 0 10 Swndl ph-lb 10 0 0 
Schoop2b 4 0 10 Owngs2b-3b4 110 
J.Cstroc 2 0 0 0 H.DzierSb 3 0 11 

Astdilo ph-c 2 110 Gore pr-rf 0 0 0 0 

Buxton cf 3 10 0 MIdnadoc 4 0 3 0 

Caverf 1 0 0 0 B.HmItncf 4 0 0 0 

Totals 41 512 5 Totals 37 410 4 
Minnesota 000 120 001 1-5 

Kansas City 100 101 010 0-4 

E—J.Polanco (1). DP—Minnesota 
2. LOB—Minnesota 14, Kansas City 6. 
2B-J.Polanco (1), Cruz (2), C.Cron (2), 
Merrifield (1), Mondesi (2). 3B—Owings 
(1). HR-Mondesi (1), O’Hearn (1). SB- 
Mondesi (1). CS—Kepler (1). SF—H.Dozier 


( 1 ). 


R ER BB SO 


Berrios 7 7 3 3 0 4 

Rogers IVi 3 110 1 

HildenbergerW,l-0 Vs 0 0 0 0 1 

Parker 5,1-1 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Kansas City 

Keller 6 5 3 3 4 5 

Hill 0 2 0 0 0 0 

Peralta 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Diekman 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Kennedy BS,1 1 3 110 1 

Boxberger L,0-1 1 2 1111 

T.Hill pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
HBP—by Keller (Buxton), by Diekman 
(Schoop), by Rogers (Gordon). WP—Ken¬ 
nedy. T-3:30. A-10,024 (37,903). 

Mets 6, Marlins 5 

New York Miami 

ah r h hi 

Nimmo if _ 3 111 Rojas ss-lb 6 C 


hbi 


Broxton if 0 0 0 0 Grndrsn if 4 2 10 

McNeil 3b 4 110 Bri.And3b 5 0 2 1 

Gsllmanp 0 0 0 0 S.Cstro2b 5 13 1 

P.AInsoph 1 0 0 0 Prado lb 2 0 2 0 

S.Lugop 0 0 0 0 Chenp 0 0 0 0 

J.WIsonp 0 0 0 0 Riddle ph-ss 2 1 1 1 

Cano 2b 5 0 10 Alfaro c 4 10 0 

Cnfortorf 4 110 Brinson cf 4 0 3 1 

W.Ramosc 5 2 2 1 O’Brien rf 5 0 11 

Do.Smthlb 5 12 1 J.Urenap 0 0 0 0 

A.Rsrioss 4 0 12 R.Hrrraph 10 0 0 

Lagaresef 4 0 0 1 Kinleyp 0 0 0 0 

J.Vrgasp 3 0 0 0 N.WIkerlb 2 0 10 

J..Dvis3b 0 0 0 0 Gerrerop 0 0 0 0 

Brice p 0 0 0 0 

Wallachph 10 10 
C.Smithpr 0 0 0 0 

Totals 38 6 9 6 Totals 41 516 5 

New York 500 000 100-6 

Miami 100 010 210-5 

E-Alfaro (1), Cano (2). DP-New 
York 2. LOB-New York 11, Miami 14. 
2B—A.Rosario (1), Granderson (1), Bri. 
Anderson (1), Prado (1), Brinson (2). 
HR-S.Castro (2). SB-A.Rosario (1). S- 
J.Urena(l). 

iP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Vargas W,1-0 5 8 2 2 1 2 

GsellmanH,! 1 2 0 0 0 2 

Lugo l'/3 5 3 3 1 0 

Wilson 5,1-1 1% 1 0 0 0 1 


Urena L,0-2 
Kinley 
Chen 
Guerrero 


5 5 14 
0 0 2 0 
112 2 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 


HBP—by Chen (Nimmo), by Lugo 
(Alfaro), by Wilson (Brinson). T—3:23. 
A-5,934 (36,742). 


Rangers 6, Astros 4 

Houston Texas 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

5prngercf 3 12 1 Choolf 5 12 0 

Altuve2b 5 0 10 Odor 2b 3 2 10 

BregmanSb 3 12 0 Andrus ss 4 12 1 

Brntley If 4 0 0 1 Mazara rf 4 0 11 

Correa ss 4 0 11 Gallo dh 2 112 

Gurriel lb 5 110 A.CbrraSb 4 112 
Reddick rf 3 13 0 Guzman lb 4 0 0 0 

R.Chrnsc 3 0 0 0 Mathis C 4 0 10 

T.Kempdh 4 0 11 D5heldscf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 34 411 4 Totals 32 6 9 6 

Houston 110 011 000-4 

Texas 020 020 20x-6 

E—Andrus (1). DP—Houston 1, Texas 2. 
LOB—Houston 11, Texas 7. 2B—Bregman 
(1), Correa (2), Choo (1), Andrus (1). 3B— 
Choo (1). HR-A.Cabrera (3). SB-Spring- 
er (1), Altuve (1), Bregman (1), Brantley 
(1). SF-SprInger (1). S-R.ChirInos (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Verlander 4 6 4 4 3 4 

Harris 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Valdez L,0-1 2 3 2 2 1 3 

Rondon 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Texas 

Miller y/3 5 2 2 5 2 

Chavez 2 4 2 2 0 2 

Kelley W,2-0 IVi 1 0 0 0 1 

Martin H,1 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Leclerc 5,2-2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Verlander pitched to 4 batters in the 


Rays 4, Rockies 0 

Colorado Tampa Bay 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

BIckmon rf 4 0 0 0 Y.Diaz lb 4 110 

Hampson2b 4 0 0 0 Choi pr-lb 0 0 0 0 

Arenado 3b 3 0 0 0 Pham If 3 0 0 0 

5toryss 3 0 2 0 Dan.Rbr2b 1110 

Dahl If 3 0 0 0 Loweph-2b 3 0 2 0 

Desmond cf 2 0 0 0 Av.Grcidh 3 110 

Rynoldslb 3 0 0 0 Zunino c 4 0 0 0 

Innettac 2 0 0 0 Heredia rf 3 0 12 

Valaikadh 2 0 0 0 Adames ss 4 0 0 0 

Tapia ph-dh 1 0 0 0 Krmaiercf 4 110 
Arroyo 3b 4 0 11 
Totals 27 0 2 0 Totals 33 4 8 3 
Colorado 000 000 000-0 

Tampa Bay 300 001 OOx—4 

E—lannetta (1). DP—Tampa Bay 1. 
LOB—Colorado 2, Tampa Bay 12. 2B— 
Y.Diaz (3), Kiermaier (3). SB-Pham (3). 
CS-Story (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Freeland L,l-1 m 3 3 2 4 10 

Estevez l'/3 2 110 2 

Oh 120010 

Shaw 1 10 0 11 

Tampa Bay 

Snell W,l-1 7 2 0 0 1 13 

Font 2 0 0 0 1 1 

HBP—by Shaw (Pham). WP—Freeland, 
Shaw. T-2:50. A-10,933 (42,735). 

Orioies 2 , Biue Jays 1 

Baltimore Toronto 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Mullins cf 4 0 0 0 Drury 3b 4 0 10 

Smth Jr If 4 110 McKnney rf 4 0 0 0 

Villarss-2b 4 12 1 T.Hrnan If 2 0 0 0 

Mancinidh 4 0 11 Smoaklb 4 0 2 0 

R.Ruiz3b 4 0 10 D.Jnsenc 3 0 0 0 

Rickard rf 3 0 2 0 Tellez dh 3 111 

C.Davislb 3 0 0 0 Alford cf 3 0 0 0 

Sucre c 4 0 10 Grichukph 10 0 0 
Alberto 2b 4 0 2 0 Galvisss 4 0 10 

Ri.Mrtnss 0 0 0 0 R.LIrena2b 3 0 10 

Totals 34 210 2 Totals 31 1 6 1 

Baltimore 000 002 000-2 

Toronto 000 000 001-1 

E-Mayza (1). DP-Baltimore 2, To¬ 
ronto 2. LOB—Baltimore 7, Toronto 7. 
2B-Villar (1), Rickard 2 (2). 3B-Villar (1). 
HR-Tellez (2). 


FryH,l 2 10 0 10 

Castro S,l-1 1 1110 1 

Toronto 

Stroman L,0-1 51^ 9 2 2 1 5 

Mayza IV) 0 0 0 0 1 

Hudson 1 00000 

Guerra 1 10 0 12 

T-2:45. A-12,110 (53,506). 

Dodgers 6, Giants 5 

San Francisco Los Angeles 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Duggaref 4 0 2 0 K.Hman2b 4 12 1 

Belt lb 4 0 10 J.TrnerSb 3 0 0 1 

Lngoria3b 4 110 Seagerss 3 0 0 0 

Posey c 3 110 Pollock cf 4 12 0 

B. Crwfrss 4 110 Blingerrf 4 114 

Solarte2b 3 0 0 1 C.Tylor If 3 0 0 0 

Joe If 3 0 0 0 Muncy lb 4 0 0 0 

Panikph 1 0 0 0 Ru.Mrtnc 3 2 10 

Parra rf 4 12 2 Ryu p 110 0 

Bmgrnerp 2 112 Verdugoph 10 10 
Vincent p 0 0 0 0 Frguson p 0 0 0 0 

Pillar ph 1 0 0 0 Y.Grciap 0 0 0 0 

Bergen p 0 0 0 0 K.Jnsen p 0 0 0 0 

Sndovalph 10 0 0 

Totais 34 5 9 5 Totals 30 6 7 6 
San Francisco 000 002 003-5 

LosAngeies 005 000 lOx—6 

E—K.Jansen (1), Duggar (1), Bumgarner 

(1) . DP—San Francisco 1, Los Angeles 3. 
LOB—San Francisco 4, Los Angeles 4.2B— 
Longoria (1), Ru.Martin (1). HR—Bumgar¬ 
ner (1), Bellinger (5). SF-J.Turner (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Bumgarner L,0-2 6 5 5 0 2 4 

Vincent 1 21110 

Bergen 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Los Angeles 

Ryu W,2-0 7 6 2 2 0 5 

Ferguson 1 10002 

Garcia 0 12 2 10 

Jansen S,2-2 1 110 11 

Y.Garcia pitched to 2 batters in the 9th 
T-2:50. A-42,887 (56,000). 

Diamondbacks 8, Padres 5 

Arizona San Diego 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

A.Jones rf 5 0 2 0 Kinsler2b 5 0 0 0 

E.Escbr3b 5 0 0 0 Hosmer lb 5 0 10 

Flores 2b-lb 4 12 0 Machado 3b 5 110 
D.PrItalf 5 0 3 0 Renfroe If-rf 4 2 2 3 

C. WIkerlb 4 111 F.Crdro rf-cf 4 0 1 0 

J. Dyson cf 0 0 0 0 TtsJr. ss 4 0 10 

K. Marte cf-2b 5 1 2 1 F.Mejiac 4 0 2 0 

Ahmed ss 5 110 Margot cf 2 110 
J.Mrphyc 3 2 11 Wngnter p 0 0 0 0 

Greinke p 4 2 2 4 F.Reyes ph 10 0 0 

Chafinp 0 0 0 0 Loup p 0 0 0 0 

Y.Lopezp 0 0 0 0 Lauerp 10 0 0 

A.Brdlyp 0 0 0 0 G.Grciaph 10 0 0 

C.Kellyph 1 0 0 0 Warren p 0 0 0 0 

G.HIInd p 0 0 0 0 Myers ph-lf 2 12 2 

Totals 41 814 7 Totals 38 511 5 

Arizona 000 402 110-8 

San Diego 200 001 200-5 

LOB—Arizona 10, San Diego 7. 2B— 
A.Jones (2), D.Peralta 2 (5). HR-C.Walker 
(3), K.Marte (1), J.Murphy (1), Greinke 2 

(2) , Renfroe 2 (2), Myers (2). SB—J.Dyson 
(1), Ahmed (2), F.Cordero (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Greinke W,l-1 6 6 3 3 0 10 

Chafin % 2 2 2 1 1 

Lopez H,1 '/3 0 0 0 0 0 

Bradley H,2 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Hollands,2-2 1 1 0 0 0 1 

San Diego 

Lauer L,l-1 5 9 4 4 1 2 

Warren 2 3 3 3 2 1 

Wingenter 1 2 1112 

Loup 1 00003 

WP-Wingenter. T-3:21. A-22,504 

(42,445). 


Mariners 2 , Angeis 1 

Los Angeles Seattle 

ah r h hi ab r hbi 

Cozart3b 4 0 0 0 M.Smith cf 4 0 10 

Trout cf 3 0 10 Hanigerrf 4 0 11 

Simmons SS 4 0 10 Do.Sntn If 3 0 0 0 

Pujols lb 4 0 0 0 Bruce lb 3 0 0 0 

Lucroy c 4 12 0 Narvaez c 3 0 0 0 

K.CIhun rf 3 0 0 0 T.Bckhm ss 3 0 0 0 

K.Smithdh 3 0 0 1 HealySb 3 0 0 0 

FItcherZb 3 0 0 0 Vgibach dh 3 12 1 

Bourjosif 3 0 0 0 D.Grdon2b 3 110 

Totais 31 1 4 1 Totals 29 2 5 2 

LosAngeies 010 000 000—1 

Seattle 000 001 Olx-2 

LOB—Los Angeles 4, Seattle 3. 2B— 
Lucroy (1), Haniger (4), Vogelbach (1), 
D.Gordon h). HR—Vogelbach (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Cahill 6 3 110 5 

Anderson 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Garcia L,0-1 1 2 110 0 

Seattle 

Gonzales W,3-0 S'A 4 1113 

SwarzakS,!-! % 0 0 0 0 1 

WP-Cahill 2. T-2:16. A-13,567 

(47,943). 

Brewers 4, Reds 3 

Milwaukee Cincinnati 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

Caincf 3 10 0 Winker If 4 0 0 0 

Yelichrf 5 0 2 0 Votto lb 2 2 0 0 

T.Shaw3b 2 0 10 Puig rf 4 0 2 0 

Aguilar lb 4 111 E.Sarez3b 3 1 

Mstakas2b 4 0 0 0 Schblercf 


2 2 


Grandalc 4 110 Detrich2b 2 0 0 0 

Gamel If 4 0 10 J.lgiss ph-ss 10 0 0 

Arciass 4 113 Brnhartc 3 0 0 0 

Chacin p 2 0 0 0 Perazass-2b4 0 0 0 

Claudio p 0 0 0 0 DScIfnip 10 0 0 

Ju.Grrap 0 0 0 0 M.Kemp ph 10 0 0 

Thames ph 1 0 0 0 Dukep 0 0 0 0 

Haderp 0 0 0 0 Lrenzen p 0 0 0 0 

Wa.PrItp 0 0 0 0 

Casali ph 10 0 0 

Stphnsn p 0 0 0 0 

K.Frmerph 10 0 0 

Totals 33 4 7 4 Totals 31 3 4 3 
Milwaukee 001 003 000-4 

Cincinnati 000 101 010-3 

DP—Cincinnati 1. LOB—Milwaukee 9, 
Cincinnati 6. 2B-Yelich (3), E.Suarez (1). 
HR-Arcia (1), E.Suarez (1). SB-Cain (1), 
Grandal (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Chacin W,2-0 S'A 3 2 2 3 6 

Claudio H,2 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Guerra H,3 2'/3 1 1111 

Hader S,4-4 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Cincinnati 

DeSclafani 5 3 113 8 

Duke L,1-1 % 1 2 2 11 

Lorenzen 'A 1 112 0 

Peralta 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Stephenson 2 10012 

T-3;07. A-10,195 (42,319). 

Tigers 3, Yankees 1 

Detroit New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

J.Hrrsn2b 5 0 10 Gardner cf 4 0 0 0 

5 0 2 0 Judge rf 3 0 10 

4 0 10 Voit lb 3 0 0 0 

4 12 0 Torres SS 4 0 0 0 

4 0 2 1 LMahieu3b 4 12 0 

3 0 0 0 Tuchman If 4 0 10 

- - - - C.Frzerdh 3 0 0 1 

Wade 2b 3 0 10 


Cstllns rf 
Mi.Cbrrdh 
Cndlrio3b 
Joh.Hcklb 

C. StwrtIf _ . . 

Godrm ph-lf 0 10 

D. Ptrsncf 4 11 

Greiner c 4 0 10 Rominec 

Mercer ss 4 0 11 

Totais 37 3 11 3 Totals 31 1 6 1 
Detroit ODD 001 002-3 

New York 010 000 000-1 

DP—Detroit 1, New York 1. LOB—De¬ 

troit 8, New York 6. 2B-Candelario 2 (3), 
Joh.Hicks (1), D.Peterson (1), Greiner 

(1) , Tauchman (1). SB-Wade (1). SF- 
C.Frazier (1). 

iP H R ER BB SO 

Detroit 

Zimmermann PA 6 1116 

Stumpf 'AO 0 0 0 1 

Jimenez W,l-0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Greene S,3-3 1 0 0 0 0 0 

New York 

Tanaka PA 8 1107 

Ottavino I'A 0 0 0 0 3 

Chapman L,0-1 1 3 2 2 1 2 

HBP-by Jimenez (Voit). T-2:41. A- 
32,018 (47,309). 

Athletics 1, Red Sox 0 

Boston Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Betts rf 4 0 10 Semienss 4 0 0 0 

Bnntndilf 4 0 10 M.Chpmn3b3 1 1 1 

Devers3b 4 0 10 Pscottyrf 4 0 10 

Mrtinezdh 4 0 10 K.Davisdh 10 0 0 
Bgaertsss 4 0 10 Morales lb 3 0 0 0 

Mreland lb 3 0 10 Canha If 2 0 0 0 

E. Nunezpr 0 0 0 0 Pinderif 0 0 0 0 

Holt 2b 4 0 0 0 Profar2b 3 0 0 0 

C.Vazqzc 3 0 10 Lureanocf 3 0 0 0 
BrdlyJcf 3 0 0 0 Phegleyc 3 0 10 

Totais 33 0 7 0 Totals 26 1 3 1 

Boston ODD 000 000-0 

Oakland 100 000 OOx-1 

DP—Boston 1. LOB—Boston 7, Oakland 
5. 2B-Betts (1), Bogaerts (3), C.Vazquez 

(2) . HR—M.Chapman (3). SB—Benintendl 
(1), E.Nunez (2), C.Vazquez (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Sale L,0-2 6 3 1 1 2 1 

Workman 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Brasier 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Oakland 

FiersW,2-l 6 5 0 0 0 3 

Buchter H,1 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Trivino H,3 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Treinen S,3-3 1 10 0 12 

HBP-by Sale (Davis). T-2:42. A- 
12,721 (46,765). 
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Greinke homers twice, fans 10 in win 


By Bernie Wilson 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Zack Greinke’s incred¬ 
ible night at the plate and on the mound 
was overshadowed somewhat after Manny 
Machado was involved in an unusual bat¬ 
ter’s interference call. 

Greinke hit a career-best two homers 
and struck out 10 in six innings to rebound 
from a rocky opening day, and the Arizona 
Diamondbacks beat the San Diego Padres 
8-5 Tuesday night in a wild game. 

Greinke (1-1) allowed two homers to 
Hunter Renfroe but was otherwise stel¬ 
lar. He was backed by homers from John 
Ryan Murphy, Ketel Marte and Christian 
Walker. Wil Myers also went deep for San 
Diego. 

Machado was called out in the sixth in¬ 
ning after dropping his bat near Murphy 
while the Diamondbacks catcher tried to 
catch a popup, a disputed decision that led 
to Padres manager Andy Green’s ejection. 

Machado might have brushed Murphy 
as he spun out of the box and looked up at 
the ball while Murphy moved to catch the 
popup about 10 feet down the first-base 
line. As he ran by, Machado tossed down 
his bat near Murphy’s feet, though the bat 
did not touch Murphy and was not in his 
path. The catcher dropped the pop foul, but 
plate umpire Bill Welke signaled for inter¬ 
ference and called Machado out. 

The catcher had a clear read but then 
lunged slightly at the last second and 



Orlando Ramirez/AP 


The Diamondbacks’ Zack Greinke runs 
the bases after hitting his second home 
run Tuesday against the Padres. 

moved his head as the ball popped out of 
his glove. 

Green came out to argue with Welke and 
was ejected. Green slammed his cap to the 
ground. 

Asked if he made contact, Machado said: 
“Not that I was aware of Honestly I didn’t 
even know what was going on until Andy 
came out there and started arguing. I had 
to ask him, was I out, was I safe, and he was 
like, ‘Uh, I don’t know.’ At that point I went 
back to the batter’s box. 

“I hit the fly ball, looked up, saw it, put 
my head down and went to go run,” Mach¬ 
ado added. “I don’t even think I touched 
him. He even said no. Things happen on 


the ball field. I mean, as a player we don’t 
feel, I don’t think I hit him. Maybe we’ll see 
the replay and maybe I did. Who knows? I 
don’t know. I didn’t see the replay yet. As I 
was aware of, I don’t think I touched him, 
though.” 

Machado has been criticized in the past 
over his baseball ethics. He was called a 
“dirty player” by NL MVP Christian Yelich 
during last year’s postseason after stepping 
on Brewers first baseman Jesus Aguilar’s 
leg while running out a groundout. 

Green said he had no idea how Welke in¬ 
terpreted the play. 

“If you put it in super slow-mo you might 
be able to see a heel-click,” Green said. “If 
he saw that, that’s really, really, really im¬ 
pressive. A graze of the heel.” 

Welke told a pool reporter that it doesn’t 
matter if there’s contact and that Macha¬ 
do was ejected for “what was going on at 
home plate.... The minute the batter makes 
contact with the ball, he’s no longer the 
batter, he’s the batter-runner. The batter- 
runner has to give way to a fielder making 
a play on a batted ball.. It doesn’t matter if 
it’s intentional or not. A runner always has 
to give way to a fielder making a play on a 
batted ball.” 

Green said the bat drop “had no bearing 
on the play.” 

Fans booed Welke for the rest of the 
game. 

“On that play my mind was obviously on 
catching the ball, so I’d be lying if I said 
that I felt anything out of the norm,” Mur¬ 


phy said. “Watching the video I can see 
that maybe we did brush up against each 
other. I don’t know if my foot hit the bat or 
not. In the moment it didn’t feel like it af¬ 
fected being able to catch the ball.” 

Greinke became the first pitcher with a 
multihomer game and 10 or more strike¬ 
outs since Madison Bumgarner did it for 
San Francisco at Arizona on opening day 
2017. Bumgarner’s first homer that day 
was off Greinke. 

Greinke stunned left-hander Eric Lauer 
(1-1) and the Padres with a three-run, 413- 
foot shot to straightaway center field with 
one out in the fourth to give the Diamond- 
backs a 4-2 lead. He then hushed the crowd 
at Petco Park when he homered again off 
the lower balcony on the Western Metal 
Supply Co. Building in the left-field corner 
in the sixth. 

His second homer followed Murphy’s 
monster shot off the railing on top of the 
four-story brick warehouse, his first. 

Greinke’s homers were his first since 
hitting two during the 2015 season while 
with the Los Angeles Dodgers. He has 
eight in his career. His four RBIs are a ca¬ 
reer high. 

“First one felt really good,” he said. “I 
haven’t had a ball that far in a while so that 
was nice.” 

He got the silent treatment in the dugout. 
“It was the first time I wanted anyone to 
talk to me all year and they didn’t want to 
talk to me then,” he said. 


Roundup 


Bellinger’s grand slam helps Dodgers over Giants 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


The Dodgers’ Cody Bellinger, right, celebrates his grand slam with 
teammate AJ. Pollock during the third inning Tuesday against the 
Giants in Los Angeles. 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Cody Bell¬ 
inger can’t miss at the plate. 

His offense has helped the 
Dodgers win four of six and jump 
out to first place in the NL West. 
Bellinger has hit safely in every 
game, with five homers and 12 
RBIs. 

His biggest blast yet came off 
Madison Bumgarner in the third 
inning Tuesday night, a grand 
slam that helped Los Angeles 
hang on to beat the rival San 
Francisco Giants 6-5. 

Bellinger has struggled against 
left-handed pitching in the past, 
and credits his current success to 
extra work in the batting cage. 

“If you’re feeling good me¬ 
chanically, the mental aspect al¬ 
lows you to see more pitches,” he 
said. “Sticking with my approach 
and trying to execute my plan as 
best I can.” 

Manager Dave Roberts says, 
“It’s as good as I’ve seen him.” 

Los Angeles has 17 homers, 
tied with the Seattle Mariners for 
most in the majors. The Dodgers 
matched a franchise record with 
homers in six straight games to 
start a season, set by the 1954 
Brooklyn team. The Dodgers 
have homered in 10 straight 
games dating to Sept. 18. 

Hyun-Jin Ryu (2-0) allowed 
two runs and six hits in seven 
innings. He struck out five and 
walked none. He was the fifth 
left-hander in six games that the 
Giants have faced. 

The Dodgers survived a messy 


ninth when closer Kenley Jansen 
gave up a bases-loaded walk to 
Yangervis Solarte to make it 6-3. 
The Giants began the inning with 
a double by Evan Longoria and 
a walk by Buster Posey off Yimi 
Garcia. 

Jansen came in and promptly 
loaded the bases when he mis- 
played the ball while covering 
first. He struck out pinch-hitter 
Joe Panik before getting pinch- 
hitter Pablo Sandoval to ground 
into a game-ending double play, 
the Dodgers’ third of the game. 

Athletics 1, Red Sox 0: Mike 
Piers gave his team another stel¬ 
lar start, center fielder Ramon 
Laureano threw out a baserunner 
for a second straight game and 
host Oakland made Matt Chap¬ 
man’s homer stand in a win over 
Chris Sale and Boston. 

Piers (2-1) pitched six innings 
of five-hit ball. Oakland starters 
have allowed just one run over 
36 innings in the last six games 
since the team returned from an 
0-2 trip to Tokyo. The A’s have 
won four straight and five of six. 

Mariners 2, Angels 1: Marco 
Gonzales pitched into the ninth 
inning after Dan Vogelbach hit a 
tiebreaking homer in the eighth, 
lifting host Seattle to 7-1 for the 
first time in franchise history. 

Gonzales (3-0) was hoping to 
pitch the first complete game in 
baseball this season, but a one-out 
walk to Mike Trout and a single 
to center by Andrelton Simmons 
ended his night. 

Tigers 3, Yankees 1: Dustin 


Peterson laced a tiebreaking dou¬ 
ble off Aroldis Chapman in the 
ninth inning for his first m^or 
league hit, and Detroit beat host 
New York. 

Joe Jimenez (1-0) worked a hit¬ 
less eighth and ended the inning 
with an unassisted double play 
after snagging Gleyber Torres’ 
line drive and jogging to first 
base himself. 

Brewers 4, Reds 3: Orlando 
Arcia ended his season-opening 
slump with a three-run homer 
and Milwaukee extended its dom¬ 
ination of host Cincinnati. 

Milwaukee has won the first 
two games of the series and 15 
of 21 against Cincinnati over the 
last two seasons. The defending 
NL Central champions are off to 
a 5-1 start. 

Orioles 2, Blue Jays 1: An¬ 
drew Cashner pitched six shutout 
innings, and Baltimore extended 
its a road winning streak to four 
for the first time since 2016 before 
another small crowd in Toronto. 

Jonathan Villar had two hits 
and scored once for the Orioles, 
who improved to 4-1. 

Coming off a 115-loss season, 
the Orioles opened by winning 
two of three at the New York Yan¬ 
kees. They strung together four 
road wins for the first time since 
2016. 

Rays 4, Rockies 0: Blake 
Snell matched a career high with 
13 strikeouts, pitching seven in¬ 
nings of two-hit ball to lift host 
Tampa Bay over Colorado for its 
fifth straight win. 


The AL Cy Young Award win¬ 
ner struck out six straight during 
one stretch, helping Tampa Bay 
improve to a franchise-best 5-1. 
Snell (1-1) rebounded splendidly 
after allowing five runs in an 
opening-day loss to Houston. 

Mets 6, Marlins 5: Amed Ro¬ 
sario hit a two-run double in vis¬ 
iting New York’s five-run first 
inning against Jose Urena (0-2) 
and started a game-ending dou¬ 
ble play. 

Wilson Ramos and Dominic 
Smith each had two hits and an 
RBI for the Mets. The Marlins 
went 1-for-lO with runners in 
scoring position against him. 

Rangers 6, Astros 4: Joey 
Gallo grounded a hard single to 


right field between two diving in¬ 
fielders to drive in two runs and 
put host Texas ahead to stay. 

The Rangers (3-2) are over .500 
for the second time this season. 
They never had a winning record 
at any point last year. 

Twins 5, Royals 4 (10): Nel¬ 
son Cruz got a second chance and 
delivered a go-ahead single with 
two outs in the 10th inning, giving 
Minnesota a victory before Kan¬ 
sas City’s smallest announced 
home crowd in eight years. 

Kansas City announced at¬ 
tendance as 10,024, the lowest at 
Kauffman Stadium since 9,279 
against Cleveland on April 21, 
2011. 







Page 30 


mmmmimM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, April 4,2019 


MLB 


Versatility; As strategy 
evolves, so must players 



The Philadelphia Phillies' Bryce Harper, left, celebrates his two-run homer with Jean Segura during the 
eighth inning of Tuesday’s game against the Nationals in Washington. Harper went 3-for-5 at the plate. 

Bryce is back 

Harper homers in return to DC 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The first 
boos, guttural and loud, greeted 
Bryce Harper during pregame 
introductions 15 minutes ahead 
of the rain-delayed first pitch 
Tuesday night, as he stood in the 
Nationals Park visitor’s dugout 
wearing his Philadelphia Phillies 
uniform — and hours before he 
marked his second-deck homer 
with an epic bat flip. 

The jeers kept coming, filling 
the chilly air when Harper walked 
to the plate as the No. 3 hitter for 
Philadelphia, his initial at-bat as a 
Washington opponent. More hos¬ 
tility came while he awaited each 
pitch from Max Scherzer, all of 
that negativity interrupted only 
by the sheer-joy roars after each 
strike of his eventual whiff, which 


concluded with a swing-and-miss 
at an 85 mph changeup. 

Harper had said he expected 
a mixed reaction from specta¬ 
tors in his return to D.C. after 
leaving via free agency to sign a 
$330 million, 13-year deal with 
the Phillies. Sure sounded rather 
one-sided from an announced at¬ 
tendance of 35,920. 

Adding to the theatrics of it all, 
as is his wont. Harper delivered 
a no-doubt-about-it homer off Jer¬ 
emy Hellickson in the eighth in¬ 
ning, a two-run shot that traveled 
about 450 feet and put the Phillies 
ahead 8-2, which wound up being 
the final score. That topped off a 
3-for-5 showing with three RBIs, 
and Harper sent his bat twirling 
in the direction of his former dug- 
out, then engaged in elaborately 
choreographed celebrations with 
his current teammates. 


In the bottom half of the first, 
there was booing as Harper 
headed out to play right field — 
where fans in the front row of the 
bleachers wore shirts that spelled 
out “T-R-A-I-T-O-R” — and when 
he caught Adam Eaton’s fly for 
the first out. 

After Ks in his first two at-bats. 
Harper doubled off Scherzer in 
the fifth, then singled in a run 
off lefty reliever Matt Grace in 
the sixth. He reacted to both with 
an exaggerated wave toward the 
Phillies’ dugout. Fans who made 
the trek down 1-95 from Philadel¬ 
phia regaled him with chants of 
“M-V-P!” and “We got Harper!” 

Hours earlier, wearing a black 
baseball hat with “Positive Vibes” 
stitched in white and an attitude 
to match. Harper described his 
arrival this way: “Just coming to 
another stadium, and try to do my 
job.” 

Until last week, the Nationals 
were the only big league club the 
26-year-old Harper had played 
for, an organization that drafted 
him No. 1 overall in 2010 and 
brought him to the majors as a 
teen. Washington’s uniform was 
the one he wore when he won NL 
Rookie of the Year and MVP hon¬ 
ors, when he earned six All-Star 
selections in seven seasons — in¬ 
cluding last year, when he stole 
the show by winning the Home 
Run Derby in D.C. 

“It’s where,” he said, “I grew 
up.” 

But the Nationals offered him 
less money than the Phillies did, 
with millions that would be de¬ 
ferred for decades. So he moved 
on. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

And some modern strategies 
make versatility an obvious plus. 

“Think about it: There’s shifts 
now,” Gardenhire said. “You’ve 
got a shortstop playing on the sec¬ 
ond base side, you’ve got a second 
baseman playing on the shortstop 
side. So now, more than ever, you 
need those guys that can play all 
over the place.” 

A player on the roster for his 
glove can make himself more 
useful by playing a lot of posi¬ 
tions. And a player who isn’t great 
defensively can make up for that 
a bit by being versatile. Goodrum 
wasn’t necessarily a defensive 
star last year, but he hit 16 home 
runs for the Tigers, and now Gar¬ 
denhire has plenty of ways to put 
him in the lineup. 

“That’s how I got to the big 
leagues, is being able to play ev¬ 
erything,” Goodrum said. “That’s 
a tough thing to do. Not everyone 
can play every position. You can’t 
take most first basemen and put 
them in center.” 

Goodrum was drafted in the 
second round in 2010 by the Min¬ 
nesota Twins. For his first few 
minor league seasons, he spent far 
more time at shortstop than any 
other position, but by the time he 
reached Triple-A in 2017, he was 
moving all around. With Roches¬ 
ter that year, he started 41 games 
in right field, 35 at second base, 
19 at third base and 14 in center 
field. He also played a bit at first 
base, shortstop and left field. 

At last, Goodrum made his 
m^or league debut at age 25 in 
September 2017. His saga sounds 
somewhat typical for a utility 
player who took a while to find his 
niche. The novelty can make for a 
nice story, such as when Romine 
played all nine positions in one 
game two seasons ago. 

But this role isn’t just for the 
underappreciated. Javier Baez 


of the Chicago Cubs, last year’s 
MVP runner-up in the National 
League, has played extensively 
at second, third and shortstop in 
his career, while also appearing 
briefly at first and in the outfield. 
When the Cubs won the title in 
2016, it was Ben Zobrist who was 
MVP of the World Series. He’s 
played more than 1,000 innings 
in his career at both middle in¬ 
field and both corner outfield 
positions. 

This year, even a former bat¬ 
ting champ might need to show 
a little flexibility. DJ LeMahieu 
signed with the New York Yan¬ 
kees, joining an infield that also 
includes Gleyber Torres, Miguel 
Andujar, Troy Tulowitzki and 
— when he returns from Tommy 
John surgery — Didi Gregorius. 

LeMahieu, though, is 30 years 
old and has a career batting aver¬ 
age just under .300. He said when 
he signed that he was OK playing 
multiple positions, and the Yan¬ 
kees certainly want to use him. 

“From what I’ve seen in his 
work, I think he’ll transition well 
and I think he’s going to be a good 
defender wherever we put him,” 
manager Aaron Boone said. “It’s 
really not that hard to envision 
[him] playing five out of six [days] 
even with everyone healthy and 
doing what they are supposed to 
be doing.” 

LeMahieu, a three-time Gold 
Glove winner and two-time All- 
Star, hasn’t played anywhere 
other than second base over the 
past four seasons with Colorado. 
He did get some time at other in¬ 
field spots earlier in his career. 

“I guess it just depends on the 
matchup, the pitcher, how guys 
are doing and how guys are hit¬ 
ting,” LeMahieu said. “I’m sure 
as a manager, it’s a good place to 
be in, when you have that many 
options.” 

AP freelance writer Mark Didtier con¬ 
tributed to this report. 



Bryce Harper is booed by fans as he walks to the plate during the 
first inning. After seven seasons with the Nationals, Harper signed a 
$330-million, 13-year deal with the Phillies. 



Julie Jacobson/AP 


DJ LeMahieu knew he would be moved around when he signed with 
the New York \bnkees, who sport an infield that includes Gleyber 
Torres, Miguel Andujar, Troy Tulowitzki and — when he returns from 
Tommy John sui^ery — Didi Gregorius. 
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Michigan State forward Xavier Tillman, right, celebrates with teammates after scoring against Duke in 
the East Regional final on Sunday. Tillman was thrust into a bigger role when Nick Ward was injured. 


Spartans’ Tillman forced 
to grow up fast on, off court 


By Larry Lage 
Associated Press 


EAST LANSING, Mich. — Xavier Tillman has 
had to grow up fast on and off the basketball court. 

The Michigan State forward was forced to trans¬ 
form from being a role-playing reserve to a key 
starter late in the regular season when Nick Ward 
broke his left hand. 

Tillman became a father as a senior in high school 
two years ago. He lives with 2-year-old daughter, Ay- 
anna, and fiancee, Tamia Todd, 
in a two-bedroom apartment 
near the Breslin Center. 

“There’s nothing bigger than 
being a father,” he said Tuesday 
after practice. “That’s like the 
pinnacle of being a man.” 

Tillman and the second-seed¬ 
ed Spartans are two wins away 
from reaching the pinnacle of 
college basketball. 

u- o Michigan State will face third- 
Michigan State seeded Texas Tech on Saturday 
forward ^ 

at playing the winner of the Vir¬ 
ginia-Auburn game for the NCAA title. 

Several weeks later, Tillman is planning to get 
married and hopes to already be wearing a ring em¬ 
blazoned with national champions. 

“Yeah, that’s the goal,” he said. “The spring of two 
rings.” 

Each of the previous two springs, Tillman accom¬ 
plished his mission to lose weight. He left Grand 


Yeah, 
that’s the 
goal. The 
spring 
of two 
rings. ^ 

Xavier Tillman 


Rapids Christian High School and enrolled at Mich¬ 
igan State in 2017 with 276 pounds lumped on his 
6-foot-8 frame. 

He worked out relentlessly and improved his eat¬ 
ing habits, leading to him losing about 20 pounds 
after his freshman year in college and almost 20 
more going into his sophomore season. 

After averaging 2.8 points in 8.7 minutes per game 
as a freshman, his improved conditioning helped 
him take on a larger role this season. And, it became 
even bigger when Ward’s injury put Tillman in the 
starting lineup Feb. 20 against Rutgers. 

He responded with a career-high 19 points — a 
total he matched in the regional final against top- 
seeded Duke — and 10 rebounds in the win over the 
Scarlet Knights. 

Overall in his breakout season, he’s averaging 
10.1 points, 7.3 rebounds and 1.7 blocks as a defend¬ 
er quick enough to switch on screens on the outside 
and to get back inside to swat or alter shots. 

“I had more opportunities to expand my game 
and be more aggressive,” Tillman said. 

Tillman has been held to single digits in scoring 
just twice since Ward’s injury and in one of those 
games, he had nine points and 11 rebounds in a third 
win over Michigan to win the Big Ten Tournament. 
Ward has returned to play, but he’s coming off the 
bench behind Tillman. 

“He got some confidence,” Michigan State coach 
Tom Izzo said. “He got more minutes. All those 
things help. And he’s done what people tell you you 
should do. He’s taken the ball and he’s run with it. 
He’s gotten his opportunity and he’s made the best 
of it.” 


Williams leaves Hokies for Aggies 


Associated Press 

Virginia Tech coach Buzz Williams has accepted 
the same job at Texas A&M. 

Virginia Tech athletic director Whit Babcock an¬ 
nounced the move in a statement Wednesday and 
lauded Williams for making “a very positive impact 
on the culture of our basketball program at Virginia 
Tech.” Babcock also said Williams turned the Hok¬ 
ies job into “one of the most attractive” in the Atlan¬ 
tic Coast Conference. 

Texas A&M confirmed the move in a tweet saying 
“The Buzz is Back!” 

Virginia Tech was 100-69 during Williams’ 
five-year tenure and went to four postseason tour¬ 
naments, including a program-record three con¬ 


secutive NCAA Tournaments, with this year’s run 
ending in the Sweet 16. 

Williams, who will be returning to his native 
Texas, did it despite taking over a program that had 
finished last in the ACC for four straight seasons 
and had a culture in which postseason departures 
were becoming commonplace. 

Before his first season, the Hokies lost five play¬ 
ers who transferred, then a sixth during the season 
when he was suspended indefinitely by Williams 
despite the Hokies being woefully short on depth. 
Several other players have transferred in the ensu¬ 
ing years, and this season the Hokies set a program 
record with 26 victories after Williams suspended 
his most athletic player, Chris Clarke, before the 
season. 


AAFs first season 
comes to early end 


By Bernie Wilson 
Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — The Alliance of 
American Football has ended its 
first season prematurely and told 
most employees that they will be 
terminated as of Wednesday. 

Employees were notified of the 
decision in a letter from the AAF 
board on Tuesday afternoon. The 
board essentially is majority owner 
Tom Dundon, who also owns the 
NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes. 

The letter, obtained by The As¬ 
sociated Press, gave no reason for 
ending the inaugural season, only 
that the decision was made “after 
careful consideration.” It also said 
a small staff would remain to seek 
new investment capital and “re¬ 
structure our business. Should 
those efforts prove successful, 
we look forward to working with 
many of you on season two.” 

The abrupt end to the latest 
spring league after just eight 
weeks stunned co-founder Bill 
Polian, the former NFL executive 
who built a Super Bowl winner 
with Indianapolis. 

“I’m extremely disappointed,” 
Polian told The Associated Press 
by phone from Charlotte, N.C. 

“On the one hand it was kind of 
our wildest fantasies come true. It 
all came true and now it’s all come 
crashing down.” 

Asked why the league was shut¬ 
ting down, Polian said he’s heard 
“only that it’s about the money. 
That’s all.” 

The league had teams in Orlan¬ 
do, Atlanta, San Diego, Phoenix, 
Salt Lake City, San Antonio, Bir¬ 
mingham and Memphis. 

Several hours before the letter 
was sent, Memphis quarterback 
Johnny Manziel tweeted: “ If you’re 
an AAF player and the league 
does dissolve. The last check you 
got will be the last one that you 
get. No lawsuit or anything else 
will get you your bread. Save your 
money and keep your head up. It’s 
the only choice at this point unless 
something drastic happens.” 

Manziel said in another tweet: 
“Just the reality of this unfor¬ 
tunate situation., great concept, 
good football on the field and fun 
for fans to watch. Just not enough 
money to go around which has 
been the main problem with 
“other” leagues for a long time.” 


The letter said employees would 
be paid through Wednesday. 

The AAF seemed to have a bet¬ 
ter chance of surviving than other 
alternative leagues, such as the 
USFL and the World League, be¬ 
cause of the people and philoso¬ 
phies involved. 

Polian and co-founder Char¬ 
lie Ebersol, a television and film 
producer, envisioned it as a devel¬ 
opment league for the NFL with 
several rules tweaks designed to 
speed up play and make it safer. 
There were no kickoffs or PATs. 
Teams had to go for a two-point 
conversion after touchdowns. 

“We were headed to a tremen¬ 
dous run of success, beginning 
with Saturday’s game leading into 
the Final Four on CBS,” Polian 
told the AP. “Our league on the 
field has prospered and grown. 
The football’s gotten better, and 
that’s a tremendous tribute to the 
coaches and players and GMs and 
front office staff and all the other 
people who have done a phenom¬ 
enal job.” 

Polian later said in a statement 
that when Dundon took over, 
it was his and Ebersol’s belief 
“that we would finish the season, 
pay our creditors and make the 
necessary adjustments to move 
forward in a manner that made 
economic sense for all. The mo¬ 
mentum generated by our players, 
coaches and football staff had us 
well positioned for future success. 
Regrettably, we will not have that 
opportunity.” 

While it clearly wasn’t NFL- 
caliber football, it was entertain¬ 
ing and helped fill the post-Super 
Bowl void. Among the league’s 
coaches were Steve Spurrier, 
Dennis Erickson, Mike Martz and 
Mike Riley. 

However, there were signs of 
trouble in a league put together in 
less than one year. 

Dundon invested $250 mil¬ 
lion in the AAF shortly after play 
began. At the time, Ebersol said 
reports the Alliance was short on 
cash and needed a bailout from 
Dundon in order to make payroll 
were untrue. 

The AAF aspired to be a league 
for players with NFL hopes, but it 
could not reach agreement with 
the NFLPA to use players at the 
end of NFL rosters. 



Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP 


Orlando Apollos coach Steve Spurrier reacts after a play during 
an Alliance of American Football game in February. The league is 
suspending operations eight games into its first season. 
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utility men more valuable 
than ever in today’s game 



Niko Goodrum played first base, 
second base, third base, shortstop, 
left field and right field for the 
Detroit Tigers last season. The 
next logical step was to try him in 
center field, and Tigers manager 
Rod Gardenhire did just that iast 
month during spring training. 

John Bazemore/AP 


By Noah Trister 

Associated Press 

LAKELAND, Fla. 

I n his rookie season with the Detroit 
Tigers, Niko Goodrum spent time 
at first base, second base, third 
base, shortstop and both corner 
outfield spots. 

The next logical step was to try him in 
center field, and manager Ron Garden- 
hire did just that during spring training 
last month. 

“We’re just looking for places to put 
him. We’re going to play him every¬ 
where,’’ Gardenhire said. “Except catch¬ 
er. We’re not going to do that yet.” 

Goodrum’s bat makes him a decent 
asset for the Tigers, but his versatility is 
what really sets him apart, and there’s 
increasing evidence that m^or league 
teams are putting more value on his 
type of jack-of-all-trades skill set. More 
players have been moved around the 
diamond in recent seasons, a sign of how 
important the modern utility player is to 
the flexibility of a big league lineup. 

According to the play index at Base- 
ball-Reference.com, 31 players ap¬ 
peared in at least one game last season 
at first base, second base, third base and 


shortstop. That’s the most of any season 
included in the data, going all the way 
back to 1908. The previous record was 
29, set in 2017. 

A record seven players last year ap¬ 
peared at every defensive position ex¬ 
cept pitcher and catcher. Three of them 

— Enrique Hernandez, Hernan Perez 
and Andrew Romine — actually did 
pitch as well. 

“ I think teams are recognizing that you 
can maximize your roster,” said Tampa 
Bay manager Kevin Cash, whose team 
includes a couple of good utility players 
in Daniel Robertson and Joey Wendle. 
“The versatility is such an important use 
for us. We feel that we can. No. 1, keep 
guys in theory healthier, rested at times, 
and also not take away from our produc¬ 
tion in our lineup. The job is never easy 
but I think it certainly helps for in-game 
decisions.” 

With relievers facing so many batters 
nowadays — and taking up roster spots 

— teams often don’t have the luxury of 
a deep bench of capable position play¬ 
ers. It helps to have someone who is 
comfortable in a lot of different spots 
defensively. 

SEE VERSATILITY ON PAGE 30 
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